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Va Pue seeks to inform and entertain its readers, 
and is managed and nearly entirely written by 
PCVs in Nicaragua.  The editors of Va Pue wield 
their power with gusto, standing as bulwarks 
against the onslaught of grammatical travesties 
levied against the English language, but the 
editors are ever forgiving, too, happily accepting 
contributions so long as they may be published 
without endangering anyone’s safety.  

With so noble a mission and enlightened an 
editorial team, you might wonder who would 
be the Debbie Downer that refuses to agree with 
whatever is said on these pages.  But life being 
life, ever mysterious, and capricious about 
lending us its unquestioning endorsement, 
we are compelled to say that the views within 
are solely of the authors who wrote them (that 
seems natural).  As this implies, such views are 
not the Peace Corps’ nor the U.S. Government’s.     

Why you should 
care that we’re on

Debates!
Archived Issues

Insider travel tips
Volunteer blogs and pics

Click HERE to connect to our Facebook Page

Anna’s Pic

Thisclaimer:
Photo Credit: Miss Anna Steeves-Reece

http://facebook.com/groups/180250952088737/
http://facebook.com/groups/180250952088737/
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unity in diversity. Find out how you 
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NICA52, who also was PCVL in Matagalpa, 

2012-13. Robyn is currently working toward 

an MPH at Emory University in Atlanta, where 

she’s been collaborating with GD as a side 

project. When asked about the contest, Robyn 

said, “The GD contest is about creating a space 

for youth to get their ideas out into the world. 

The organization wants to promote empathy, 

creativity and empowerment. Not only do 

the participants get to express their thoughts, 

perceptions and attitudes about awkward 

subjects (many for the first time), but this 

information gets analyzed and translated into 

tangible changes in health promotion efforts.” 

Robyn’s passion for this project quickly 

inspired both Paola Ferst NICA58 and, myself 

Anna Steeves-Reece MCH55, to get involved. 

 The national coordinator for GD in 

Nicaragua is Paz Aráuz, President of Grupo 

This year Nicaragua has the unique 

opportunity to participate in Global 

Dialogues (GD), a contest where anyone under 

the age of 25 (no minimum age) can submit 

a short story (fiction or nonfiction), poem or 

song about topics that are usually difficult to 

talk about. The best stories are made into short 

movies and watched by millions of viewers 

every year. Here is a link to a GD video about 

HIV discrimination in Guatemala: http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8ulicntnjQ. 

For this year’s contest, the chosen topics are 

HIV/AIDS, sexuality, violence against women, 

and/or alcohol and drugs. However, youth are 

encouraged to write about anything they want 

if they have good ideas that are not on this list. 

Applications are due by March 31, 2014!

 This wonderful project is brought 

to Nicaragua partially by Robyn Singleton 

Global Dialogues: Let’s open up 
the conversation!

T
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dw8ulicntnjQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dw8ulicntnjQ
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can eventually create change.

 If benefiting the social good doesn’t 

convince youth to participate, prizes might 

be an additional motivating factor. The 

international contest will have 20 winners. 

In addition to receiving US$125, each winner 

will possibly have his or her story turned into 

a short film that will be shown on TV and on 

the Web. Special cash prizes will also be given 

to the top three winners internationally. The 

Grande Prize will be US$2,500 and the Second 

and Third Place Prizes will be US$1,250 and 

US$625, respectively.

How YOU can 
help?

As Peace Corps volunteers—whether  your 

sector is TEFL, Environment, Health, 

Business or Agriculture—most of us work and 

interact with youth on a daily basis through 

classes, youth groups, sports, and other 

Venancia in Matagalpa. Grupo Venancia is a 

feminist organization that aims to promote 

processes leading to cultural and social change 

and the empowerment of women, young 

people, and adults. The organization typically 

does this through art, theater, and other 

creative media, making it an ideal partner for 

GD.

We all know the numbers. In Nicaragua, 

more than 50% of the population 

is under the age of 25, with 30% under the 

age of 14. This—coupled with ubiquitous 

violence, bullying, discrimination, and teen 

pregnancy, among other societal problems—

creates a pressing need for dialogue among 

young people. Unfortunately, many of these 

challenges in Nicaragua are often viewed as 

taboo and therefore rarely discussed. GD 

creates a space in which youth can express 

themselves and share experiences. With time, 

these conversations can lead to awareness and 

acknowledgement of problems that exist and 
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application can be anything from a short song, 

poem, video, or short story (up to ten pages). 

Submissions should be relevant to the GD 

topics, which include HIV/AIDS, Sexuality, 

Violence or other topics of significance to 

youth. 

  There are many ways that 

volunteers can go about collecting entries. For 

example, one idea would be to dedicate an 

entire youth group meeting to writing a poem 

that relates to bullying, violence, or another 

topic chosen by the volunteer or students. 

Another option could be to incorporate 

the contest in a homework assignment (of 

course, only if you find a teacher who is willing 

to do this). Although students are currently 

on break, it will be vital to start talking about 

the contest now so that we can hit the ground 

running in February. Additionally, if you are 

sending students to either Camp Glow or Youth 

Leadership Camp, tell them in advance about 

the competition because we will be including 

activities. Through these interactions, we 

form close relationships with youth and get 

to know their families and personal struggles. 

For that reason, GD as an organization 

has long depended on PCVs as a valuable 

resource to promote the contest in their 

sites. Our goal for 2014 is to get at least 400 

applications through our extensive Peace 

Corps network. Everyone is welcome and 

encouraged to submit applications to either 

Paz Aráuz, President of Grupo Venancia in 

Matagalpa (iaerl@hotmail.com), Paola Ferst 

(paola.ferst@gmail.com), or myself, Anna 

Steeves-Reece (annasteevesreece@gmail.

com). 

 We are looking for at least 20 interested 

volunteers who could collect and submit ten 

applications or more from youth in their 

communities. This shouldn’t be viewed as 

a daunting task, as applicants can choose 

to make their entries as simple or involved 

as they would like. As mentioned above, an 

mailto:iaerl%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:paola.ferst%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:annasteevesreece%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:annasteevesreece%40gmail.com?subject=
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consult the GD Contest Module that was 

recently put together by Robyn Singleton. In 

the near future we will also have a webpage for 

the contest where you 

can get information 

in Spanish and 

easily download 

the application 

from your site.On 

a worldwide scale, 

the most common 

thing that GD hears 

from youth about 

their reason for 

participating is that: 

“It’s because I have 

something to say, 

and I want my voice 

to be heard!” Let’s 

join together as a 

Peace Corps community and help facilitate 

that possibility for youth in Nicaragua.

the applications in their camp packets. Because 

we know you anda palmado, Grupo Venancia 

is generously printing copious applications 

that we will keep in the 

office with Flor. Feel free 

to stop by and take some 

if you know of youth 

that are interested. A 

completed application 

will have a 1) Cuestionario 

del Participante and 2) 

the story itself (either 

hand written or word-

processed). If you 

aren’t able to email the 

application, you can 

also leave it in my (Anna 

Steeves-Reece’s) office 

locker.

  If you have 

any more questions or concerns, please write 

me at the above email address. You can also 

VIH Anda Por Ahí 

Ten cuidado no vaya por ti

Hay un invento De Cuento 

Que se Pone en el argumento

Es impermiable y no traspasa

Los VIH Les odian en masa

Se llama perservativo

No tiene poder curativo

Pero es un Tio divino

Su Textura impermiable

Deja el VIH en la calle.

Por eso chicos y chicas

En vuestros ratos amables

Usar siempre el “impermiable”
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Coffee Cutter Survey
The HIV/AIDS Taskforce has changed 
focus a little bit for first time this year. 
Instead of holding a series of regionally 
based PEPFAR (President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief) workshops each dedicated to 
developing outreach for an identified at-risk 
group, the Taskforce has dedicated its funding 
to several larger projects.  One of the projects 
selected for funding this year is a nationally 
representative survey of mobile coffee cutters 
and their HIV knowledge and risk behaviors. 

 All health sector volunteers are 
required to conduct a survey during their 

first year of service to help them get to 
know their communities and identify areas 
in need of capacity building. Back in 2012 
Nishant Kishore, now our fearless extension 
volunteer living in Managua, conducted a 
‘Demographic Survey of HIV Knowledge 
and High Risk Behavior in Migrant Worker 
Populations in Quilalí, Nueva Segovia.’ From 
the interesting results of that initial study 
the idea for launching a larger scale version 
was born. It took over a year and several 
cycles of volunteers from Health 55, Health 
58, and now Health 61 to get the project off 
the ground, but this December and January, 
Health, Business and Agriculture volunteers 

Natalie Pritchett, HLS 58
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paired with Nicaraguan counterparts from 
the northern departments, will be heading 
out into the fields during the coffee harvest 
to conduct the first round of the study. The 
idea is to set the groundwork for a survey that 
can be implemented every two years to allow 
for a study of change over time. 

 HIV stats in Nicaragua demonstrate that 
HIV/AIDS is found in high-risk populations 
but not in the general population (in public 
health terms, it is still a concentrated 
epidemic). There is very little information 
in Central America about populations other 
than sex workers that have been 

shown to be at high-risk for HIV transmission 
(for example, migrant workers). Although 
there is a national strategy for improving 
knowledge about HIV risk and increasing the 
rates of testing in other high-risk populations, 
very little organized research has been done 
to describe the knowledge, attitudes, or 
behaviors of individuals being targeted by 
new funding for prevention strategies. 

 The goal of the project is to describe 

and evaluate the HIV-related knowledge, 
attitudes, and perception of risk of 
the seasonal coffee-cutter population 
using the health behavior model as the 
framework for developing indicators. As 
a result of the study, we hope to be able to 
provide the Peace Corps HIV Task force, 
the Peace Corps Community Health 
program, and our related counterpart 
organizations and partners, with 
accurate information that will inform 
our ongoing strategies and priorities 
when working with this important target 
population in on-going HIV awareness 
and prevention projects. Additionally, 
we hope to create a sustainable and 

replicable methodology that can be 
used by the Peace Corps HIV Task 
Force and its partner groups and 
organizations to continue building 
an accurate, long-term model of the 
target population. 
 
 The Mobile Coffee Cutter research 
team consists of a group of 25 
individuals that have been recruited 
to coordinate and conduct 640 
surveys across 32 randomized farms 
during the high season of the coffee 
harvest. In addition to coordinating 
the logistics of the project, our team 
has also worked together to develop 

a protocol, in Spanish, that is being 
reviewed by the Institutional Review 
Board at the Nicaraguan School of 
Public Health to certify that we are 
complying with all ethics standards 
for the protection of research subjects. 
We anticipate this project will set the 
groundwork for years to come in order 
to gain a better knowledge on the at-risk 
population for HIV/AIDS in Nicaragua.
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Roskia y Yo:

          A Love Story
Rachel Reeves, AG 59

 T here was a time when 
I had a breaking point 
and decided I needed to 
move out of my house 
with Mamacita .  Well, 

it  was more of a breakdown than a point, 
but that’s not the important detail.  A part 
of me wants to think that Mamacita  felt 
the sense of impending doom and maybe 
even saw the divorce happening sometime 
in the foreseeable future. Things had been 
going downhill  for a long time at that point; 
I  spent more time alone and unnecessary 
talking had long ceased. When she shut 
the lights off  at 7:30, I  would lay awake 
watching il legally downloaded shows 
under my covers.  Moreover, there was 
Roskía. 

 Roskía and I first met that fateful day 
back in early April.  I  had paid a hefty sum 
of C$600  for her transport to a hostel in 
Estelí .  She was supposed to be a boy, but 
I was only slightly disappointed because 
the moment I saw her blue and black eyes 
(one black, one blue); I  knew it  was love 
at first site.  Her white skin bristled in 
the sunlight and she smiled at me with 
that toothsome grin of hers as I scratched 
behind her ears.  Thrilled, I  went to the 
store to buy all  the essential supplies: a 
collar,  leash, and food dishes. We spent 
a few days at the hostel together, me 
lounging in the hammock and she tied to a 
tree. When it  was time to leave, the hostel 
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staff  was sad to see us go, but they 
helped me put a diaper on Roskía for 
the bus ride.  Okay, putting a diaper on 
an infant is ridiculously difficult for 
me, but putting one on a squirming, 
screeching piglet is a feat all  in itself. 
The trek home to my site was pretty 
uneventful but the cobrador forced 
Roskía to ride on top of the bus in a 
saco .  So, as luck would have it,  when I 
opened the sack up, it  was like Mount 
Vesuvius had erupted all  over again. 
Poop. Everywhere. The consistency was 
eerily similar to a melted Hershey’s 
chocolate bar.  I  could have scooped it 
out and made some smores with it. 

 I  had a few reasons for wanting a 
pig: a) I  would finally have something 
to love, and care for,  essentially to call 
my own, b) I  could use this as a time 
to bond with my community, and c) I 
really wanted bacon. 

 Unfortunately,  for reasons 
unbeknownst to me, Mamacita  didn’t 
want me to have a pig at the house so 
I was forced to look elsewhere in the 
community for a home for my destitute 
piglet.  It  was kind of awkward actually; 
you’d have thought I was offering 
people something completely useless, 
l ike my old baby teeth. Por fin ,  I  found 
a family that promised to house Roskía 
in exchange for half  of her,  and I 
would buy all  her food, vitamins and 
vaccines. I  was cool with that,  and so 
an awesome love triangle ensued. As 
said by Charles Dickins in A Tale of 
Two Cities,  “it  was the best of times; it 
was the worst of times.”
 
 In the campo ,  people don’t 
name animals they’re going to eat. 
Understandably so, as I can see how 
children get attached and then cry 
themselves to sleep for weeks after 

their “pet” has been slaughtered. 
Well,  I ’m an impassive gringa  from 
Ohio, and so I named my pig anyway.  
Roskía is now about seven months 
old, in good health and well,  the time 
is coming near when she’s going to 
be ready for the “harvest”.  People in 
my community and other volunteers 
are asking me how I can kill  (and 
eat) an animal that I ’ve obviously 
come to love. My retort:  Peace Corp 
goal # 2: “Helping promote a better 
understanding of Americans on the 
part of the peoples served.” Regardless 
of the fact that Roskía was destined 
for the slaughterhouse from day 
one, I  treated her with the integrity 
and kindness that she deserved as a 
living creature. Such practices are 
often paradox to life in the campo. I 
consider it  my job as a volunteer to 
promote open-minded thinking and 
to keep my community on their toes. 
We are the entertainment; why not 
put a diaper on a pig today?

 “. . . it  was like Mount 
Vesuvius had erupted all 
over again.”
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¿Que es la chilla sobre la chía?

By now you’ve probably heard the 
buzz about chía. It’s been hailed 

internationally among the health food 
community as a superfood and it’s easy 
to see why. In a tiny little seed roughly 
the size of a sesame seed, it has one of the 
highest concentrations of omega-3 fatty 
acids from a vegetable source, is extremely 
rich in fiber, with 5 grams in just one 
tablespoon, as well as an abundance of 
antioxidants and minerals. Chía was a 
traditional Mesoamerican crop revered by 
the Mayans and Aztecs thousands of years 
ago for its energy boosting properties. The 
resurgence of this superfood, a millennia 
later, and the health food community’s 
willingness to pay $14 a pound for it, 
has resulted in a high demand for this 
tiny little seed and here in Nicaragua, 
the farmers are blessed with the ideal 
conditions for producing it.

Seizing this opportunity was a no 
brainer for Central American 

Commodities (CAC) Trading, located in 
Managua, Nicaragua. In late June 2013, 
another agriculture volunteer Alexa Weiss, 

and I, along with counterparts from our 
communities, attended a conference 
titled, “Encuentro de Productores y 
Exportadores de Nicaragua,” where 
CAC Trading gave a presentation on the 
cultivation, exportation, and untapped 
potential of chía in northern Nicaragua. 
It seemed too good to be true. Our 
communities are located in Nueva Segovia 
where the growing conditions for our zone 
are perfect for the successful production 
of chía. The company was promising 
contracts guaranteeing a minimum buying 
price of $161 for one hundred pounds, 
but emphasizing that their buying price 
during the 2012-2013 harvest was $262 
for one hundred pounds, the market price 

at that time. In comparison, according to 
MAGFOR, the Minstry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, the price of red beans in March 
2012 was $25 for one hundred pounds and 
$10 for one hundred pounds of white corn. 
For the same investment price, chía pays 
between six to ten times more than beans, 
the traditional crop grown during the 
same season. Multiply that by how many 
pounds they are able to produce in one 

by Meghan Berthelette AG59
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manzana, which is about 800 to 1000, the potential impact of chía is very promising for 
rural farmers in northern Nicaragua, who almost exclusively produce basic grains. 

We spent all of July and August promoting chía in our communities and after 
several meetings with the producers in my community of Apali Nuevo, I was able 

to help twenty producers sign contracts with CAC 

Trading for the 2013-2014 harvest for a total of twenty three manzanas. Even 
starting out small, depending on their production and the market price of chía in 

March 2014, the producers are looking at bringing in between $29,000 to $60,000 
collectively. Not bad for a little seed. To aid in the transition to the new crop and help 
them maximize production, each producer is working with an experienced technician.

This experience has given me the opportunity to work side by side with the farmers 
in my community and analyze the risks and potential rewards of chía. I don’t look 

at this as a project but as an opportunity that I was able to take advantage of and help 
connect my community members to, which is at the heart of the role of the Peace Corps 
Volunteer. I have high hopes for chía in Nueva Segovia and feel fortunate that I’ve been 
able to be a part of something that could truly impact the lives of the people I’ve come 
to care about like family. 
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K
ristina K

ofski, E
N

V
 26

When did you serve in Peace 
Corps- Nicaragua?  Where did 
you live?  What sector and job 

did you have?

I was an Environmental Education Volunteer in Nica 26—we were 
in Nicaragua from 2001 to 2003.  My site was La Trinidad, Estelí, 
a decent-sized municipio off the Panamericano right between the 
cities of San Isidro and Estelí.

What was Nicaragua like when 
you were serving? Did you 

have the luxuries that many 
current PCVs experience, like 

running water, electricity, and 
wifi?  

I teach sixth grade at Lakes International Language Academy, an 
International Baccalaureate and language immersion school north 
of the Twin Cities, Minnesota.  (If there are any teachers who want 
to work in Minnesota when you COS, let me know and I’ll get you an 
interview!  There are two RPCV’s at the school already and we’d love 
to have more!)

Running water, yes - out back in the baño.  Electricity, yes, for 
the majority of most days.  Wifi, ha!  The biggest surprise for me 
when I went back to Nicaragua several years after COS’ing was the 
technology that had sprung up all over the place—like the fact that 
my town now had a cell phone tower and two internet cafes.

What are you doing now? 
Where are you living?  

What was it like moving back 
to the United States after 
completing your service? 

Was it an easy adjustment or 
difficult? What were the best 

and worst parts?

I don’t know that I’d call it easy or difficult—it was just strange to 
be back, more than anything.  I remember automatically translating 
all prices to cords and being shocked by how much things cost.  And 
the brightness and cleanliness of the grocery stores here really kind 
of scared me for a while.  Obviously, it was great to see my family 
again, but I definitely went through the whole reverse culture shock 
thing.
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What Nica-isms or habits did 
you bring back home with 

you?

How did PC service affect 
your life? 

I still say “tuani” and gesture “come here” like in Nicaragua.  And 
I occasionally catch myself pointing with my lips.  I did, however, 
drop the habit of going “tss tss” at people to get their attention and 
have lost my Nica accent.  As in, I now pronounce the ‘s’ in words 
again. 

Well, definitely the biggest effect it had on my life was that I met my 
husband in the Peace Corps—he was also a Nica 26 volunteer.

I think it definitely illustrates that you’re willing to commit and 
dedicate yourself to things you truly believe in, because you’ve 
shown that you can survive 27 months in a living situation that’s not 
always easy.

“How did you do it?!”

I don’t know that there’s any one story, but I love talking about my 
service.  I talk to my class every year on Peace Corps day and it’s 
always an amazing experience—they always have so many questions 
that it ends up being a 2-hour presentation.

How did you translate your 
experiences in Nicaragua 

into job skills in interviews? 

What is the question that 
your acquaintances always 

ask you about being a PCV or 
your service?  

What is your favorite story 
to tell your friends at home 

about Nicaragua or Peace 
Corps?

Are you still in contact with 
your friends from Peace 

Corps or from Nicaragua?

Yes, thank goodness for Facebook. And there are a few of us in 
Minnesota who get together now and then.

Do you still use Spanish? Yes, teaching at an immersion school, the bulk of my day is in 
Spanish.  And John (my husband) and I are raising our kids to 
be bilingual—I speak to them in Spanish, he speaks to them in 
English.  But the nice thing is, since we both speak both languages, 
we understand what the other one says.  So if I tell them, “Tienen 
que recoger sus juguetes antes de leer libros,” and they run off to 
Daddy, he can say, “Boys, I believe your mother just told you that 
there will be no books until you’ve picked up those toys…” and then 
can’t play us off each other!

What do you miss the most 
about Nicaragua?

Cuajada, fresh tortillas, and a cold fresco are definitely up there 
on the list.  I miss all my sweet kids (many of whom, crazily, have 
kids of their own now), visiting my schools, being able to identify so 
many trees (to this day, I can identify fewer trees in Minnesota than 
in Nicaragua), hanging out with fellow PCVs, visiting my friends 
around La Trini...just my whole life there, actually.  Other than all 
the bug bites. 

What is the advice you wish 
you could give to currently 

serving PCVs?

Nothing that you haven’t heard before—aprovechen su tiempo allí.  
Really, it goes so quickly, although I realize it definitely doesn’t 
seem like that some days…especially during that first year.  But 
then all of a sudden it’s time to leave, and now it’s so long ago that 
it really seems like a whole other lifetime.  It’s insane to me that I’ve 
been back 10 years already.
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Where are you from?

What did you study?

What is your favorite food to eat?

What is your favorite food to cook?

When did you first come to Nicaragua?

Is it true that you ET’d to join a rock band?

How did that go?

So, you have a rare day off, how would you 
ideally spend it?

What do you see yourself doing upon your 
completion of your Peace Corps Term?

What’s your favorite mythical beast?

Where is your favorite country to visit?

Lowell, Michigan. Home of the Red Arrows

Business Administration at MSU

Thai food in general

Boy, I don’t know. Maybe filete jalapeño

1995, to Acoyapa, Chontales

I was already in  rock band, I went back to pur-
sue a professional music career.

Down in flames. Then I had to rise from the 
ashes like a Phoenix.

Surfing with my family

Moving back to Michigan.

A Yooper. (Editor’s Note: a Yooper is a person 
who hails from the Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan, or U.P. One such example is Peter Hach)

If I were to go on a vacation I would go to Thai-
land and take a cooking course.

Miguel “Sunshine” Lindhout is renowned throughout the hallowed halls of Peace Corps 
for his gentle demeanor and rapier wit.  While Miguel is omnipresent at most training 
events and can often be spotted ambling throughout the office, most PCVs often lack 
the time to ascertain what makes this amiable man tick. As Peace Corps Nicaragua’s 
preeminent source of journalism, Va Pue sat down with Miguel and asked him the 
most hard-hitting questions we could muster. The astonishing results are as follows….
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¡Yo No Soy Chino! 
    Tips on Addressing Diversity
           by Paul Gu, TEFL 60

“De dónde es?” “de los Estados Unidos.” “pero es Chino 
verdad?” “no. soy Coreano.” “pero son iguales porque hablan el mismo 

idoma.” “no, Chinos hablan chino y Coreanos hablan Coreano.” “ah sí, no 
lo sabia porque ustedes parecen iguales.”

Ethnic minority Peace Corps Volunteers often face frustrating and very 

direct ethnicity-related “callings” by Nicaraguans.  As a Korean-American 

PCV, I always get “chinito” saludos whenever I am around the town or go out 

to bigger sites like Masaya and Managua. Through my first year of service in 

Nicaragua, I also struggled to overcome the “chinito” greetings. What I have 

learned, however, was that it was better for me to simply bypass the “chinito” 

greeting instead of fighting back, and let them learn that it was offensive.  Here 

are my tips on how to bypass such “piropos” based on my personal experiences.
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Don’t react. Engage only if you see them very often. Don’t even start 

arguing with teenagers.

When you notice that they are trying to offend you, you can easily get annoyed and react. 

Like we are taught during our PST, simply ignore them and move on.  If you see them every 

day or pass their houses or workplaces and you want them to stop, set a time and give them 

good explanation on why their piropos are offensive and what you want them to call you. If 

they continue regardless of your explanation, just let them be because they will continue no 

matter what you do. However, a good explanation often ends up creating a solid friendship 

with them. Los Borrachos are off-limits, period. Don’t even bother dealing with borrachos. 

Also, if teenagers start to call you different names, make sure you ignore them because if you 

react, they will find it interesting and act worse. They will continue with variations! Personal-

ly, I’ve seen some teenagers calling me “oppan gangnam style” with some cool dance moves 

after I tried to explain to them the difference between Chinese, Korean and Japanese. They 

literally told me “pero todos ustedes son ‘Gangnam Style’.”

Give quick culture lessons in your school classes.

It can be a short a 5 minutes  introduction about the diversity in the United States or you can 

extend it to a 45 minute diversity lesson. It is very important that your students know about 

the ethnic diversity in the United States. After having several conversations with my stu-

dents, I learned that they simply don’t know about the diversity in the United States. When I 

gave them the diversity class, many students were amazed that there are actually Americans 

who are “non-gringo.” Remember: don’t explain, but demonstrate! Prepare good visuals for 

your lesson instead of giving them boring lecture. It would be the best if you give them this 

lesson in the beginning of the school year. Once the student recognized me as “profe de in-

gles” and “él es coreanoWW americano, él no es chino,” my life got much better than my first 

few days in site.
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Become friends with key people in the town.

You don’t necessarily need to become a good friend with the alcalde, instead, you can 

start talking to the owner of the pulperia at the corner, or the owner of the most famous 

cyber in your town. Bus drivers and cobradores can be good friends too! As you talk 

to them and discuss about the diversity, they will help you by telling their family and 

friends  what you had told them beforehand. 

Remind yourself that the majority of those who call you  names just 

want to grab your attention.

Especially in smaller sites, you may have already noticed that neither students nor adults 

in town have much knowledge about the United States. When they call you something 

like “chinit@,” most likely it’s because they have never seen a non-Nica/non-Caucasian 

person in their town. As they find out you are living in their town, they will stop you and 

ask more about you. Then you can tell them about you and ask them to call you by your 

name or something that you want them to use.

I hope these suggestions will help your service here in Nicaragua! 

In order to further provide a framework in which PCVs and staff can discuss diversity 

issues, while appreciating the diversity present in PC Nicaragua and acknowledging the 

strains that may arise, the Diversity Committee will highlight Volunteer or Staff experi-

ences related to diversity in Va Pue. These experiences may be told through short stories, 

comic strips, drawings, or any other creative mode. Tell your story by emailing:

 pcnidiversity@gmail.com.
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ECPA
What is it? What does it stand for? What can we do with it?

Your questions answered by our own, ECPA Task Force

The ECPA Task Force has been at work this past year preparing for the incoming 
wave of money for final projects this next year.  This past July the committee came 

together to update all the presentations and manuals that ECPA offers during trainings 
and workshops, and also to say goodbye and thank you to Env 54 volunteer Mary Jo 

Aerts, who as a PCVL in her third year worked hard on the ECPA committee helping 
Lissette Carranza, Env Project Specialist, and Felix Cardoza, Programing and Training 
Specialist, with all the ovens and stoves workshops and ECPA application processes in 

2012-2013.  

Over 100 ECPA-funded projects have been completed by volunteers in the past 3 
years, averaging about 34 projects per year!  Projects have included improved stoves 
and ovens, biodigesters, and water pumps.  We’d like to thank and acknowledge all 

those hard-working and dedicated volunteers on their success in getting those projects 
completed!  

For those that need a refresher, ECPA stands for Energy and Climate Partnership of the 
Americas, which is a U.S. initiative funded by the Department of State that supports 
renewable and efficient energy projects all over the world.  Peace Corps Nicaragua is 
one of those lucky projects that receive ECPA funding from the U.S., and with it we 
put on 3 workshops a year for volunteers and their Nicaraguan counterparts, as well 

as fund improved oven and stove projects all throughout the country.  ECPA funding 
only lasts for 2 years, and last year was our 3rd year receiving money after an extension.  

However, we lucked out this year yet again, because ECPA has granted us a no-fee 
extension of $20,000 for the next quarter, which ends July 2014.  Due to the sometimes 
lengthy application process, project planning and execution, and the completion report 
phase, we are therefore asking that volunteers who’d like to apply for current or future 
ECPA projects please apply no later than May 2014 to guarantee enough time to get it 
all done.  Keep in mind when applying that it’s also recommended that each project’s 
budget be at least around $500 to be considered, which usually means about 10 ovens 

or 10+ stoves per project.  
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So what kinds of projects can you do in YOUR community?  Currently, ECPA funds 
can only be used for improved ovens and stoves.  The Inkawasi stove is a model that 
originally comes from northern Peru and uses much less firewood, greatly reducing 

the time the family must spend collecting/buying firewood and fighting deforestation 
at the same time.  The design also greatly reduces the amount of smoke produced, 

aiding in improving the respiratory health of the entire family.  After being evaluated 
here in Nicaragua by ProLeña, we were published in Cocinas Mejoradas de Nicaragua: 
Sistematización y Guia Tecnica for our model being 1 of 3 models highest in efficiency, 
releasing fewer toxic gases and higher acceptance by the people!  The improved ovens 

are more expensive to build than the stoves considering the greater amount of materials 
required since they use a metal barrel and red brick design.  They also greatly reduce the 

amount of firewood needed to bake various recipes, and they heat a lot faster than the 
traditional domed ovens.  Both the stove and the oven require training to be taught to 

build them correctly. 

Future workshops will be held next quarter (January through April) for those that want 
some training.  Although specific dates aren’t yet scheduled, one will be an Inkawasi 

stoves workshop open to volunteers from all sectors that can bring a community 
counterpart, and a second workshop about stove monitoring and evaluation will be 

offered for those volunteers who have already completed an ECPA stoves project in their 
community and want further training.  If you’re interested in building stoves or ovens 
in your site but cannot attend a workshop, you can always contact an ECPA Task Force 
member to set up a Tech Exchange in your site and we can come out to give you hands-

on help.  

In short, keep in mind when applying for an ECPA project that:

--funding is for stoves and/or ovens only
--the recommended budget per project application is $500-$1000
--the deadline to apply for all future projects is May 2014
--you shouldn’t hesitate to contact any ECPA Task Force member with 
questions with anything!  We’re here for you!

Current ECPA Task Force members:

Tara Flint, Env 60, 8853-8022, taramflint@gmail.com
Tim Hoisington, Env 60, 8338-5597, Tim2855@gmail.com

Sarah Robinson, Ag 56, 8713-1398, 
redrobinson@gmail.com

Alison Sickle, Ag 59, 8336-8597 (claro), 8257-7623 (movistar), 
alisickle@gmail.com

Alexa Weiss, Ag 59, 8848-1340, alexaweiss.301@gmail.com
Lissette Carranza, Env sector Project Specialist, lcarranza@ni.peacecorps.gov
Felix Cardoza, Program and Training Specialist, fcardoza@ni.peacecorps.gov



 Table of  Contents                       February 2013 - VaPue     22  Table of  Contents                     February 2013 - VaPue     23

The 
Mountain Memory

by: Samuel McCoy, TEFL 62
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O
nce upon a time, there lived a boy in a small mountain village in northern Nicaragua. 
Early in the morning, he would wake up before anyone else in his crowded family 
home arose from their hay-stuffed cots. One morning, the boy scurried up a creek, 
skipping over stones along a crowded riverbed, wet from the morning dew. The mist 
blurred his vision, but he knew the path ahead of him very well—this was his secret                        

spot, his haven from all of his troubles and worries in the world.

Finally he reached the jutting peak up the stream from his family’s home—brushing through dense 
greenery to enter an isolated patch of barren land surrounded by tall trees and broken wood. Under-
neath a stone, he uncovered a buried instrument—a conch shell he played only when he was in this 
sacred place of his—this hidden, safe space. 

The music that emanated from his makeshift instrument wafted smoothly into the air, floating 
through the surrounding leaves like a fresh mountain breeze. Little did he know, the music he 
made that day would cause an earthly rumble. His music awoke a spirit that had been resting in the 
mountains for millennia. The mighty spirit appeared amidst a shroud of yellow sparks in the form of 
a small, bright blue bird. The boy looked up at the bird in wonder, shaking in awe, as he wiped ash 
from his face and shoulders.

He waited for the bird to make a noise, but the bird did not chirp. Instead the bird flew down to the 
boy and landed swiftly but gently onto the boy’s shoulder. To the boy’s surprise, the bird then whis-
pered into his ear: “Take heart, young one. All will be well, all matter of things will be well.” The bird 
then leapt back into the sky, disappearing as a flash of lightning struck nearby and blinded the boy 
for a moment. Then thunder roared, and the ground began to shake. Frightened, he jumped to his 
feet and tried to find his way back to the creek. The trees blocked his path.

Once the ground settled, all was still, and the forest was strangely quite. Reassured, the boy ventured 
out past the bushes and brambles, climbing over some fallen wood, and made his way back to the 
creek and down the riverbed. He saw his house in the distance and began to run towards it, glad to 
see that a small light was shining from inside. Entering through the back door, he shouted: “I’m back, 
I’m okay!” but he heard no response.

With his face burning from fresh tears, he stumbled up the stairs and saw no one in the rooms of his 
home. All he heard was a chirp emanating from outside. He clambered back downstairs, running as 
fast as he could, his chest pounding, tears still streaming.

In front of the home was a large stone that he had not remembered being there. The bird perched. On 
the stone read an inscription: “To all those lost to the war.”
Devastated, the boy sunk down onto the ground, shaking with grief. He looked at his hands, and no-
ticed they were worn and wrinkled; his hair was frail and grey. Breathing a heavy sigh, the old man, 
no longer the boy he once was, rose heavily to his feet. He felt a warm embrace on his shoulder and 
turned around.

“Were you out walking the path again? I told you, you’re getting too old to climb up that stream, you 
know.” The elderly woman put a warm cloth over his shivering body and led him back into the house. 
Somewhat bewildered, the old man lumbered past the rickety wooden door, accepting her comfort-
ing guidance, and sat down into a large, hand-made rocking chair. The bird followed them into the 
house, fluttered towards the man, pausing by his feet with a loud chirp, and then flew out through the 
open window, into the darkening sky.
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Exit Interviews

Aaron Rosenblum

Somotillo, Chinandega

Favorite Nica dicho? 

Hay mas tiempo que vida

What was your favorite 

project you completed? 

Buildling ovens with local 

aggies.

What is the biggest 

lesson Nicaragua has 

taught you? 

Don’t be cocky when 

capturing crocodiles.

 Best book you read 

during Peace Corps? 

The Age of Turbulence by 

Alan Greenspan

Where do you hope to 

be after Peace Corps? 

Travel through the 

Americas on a motorcycle 

and then start a business 

when I get stateside

Did you gain or lose 

weight?  Lost 15lbs in 2 

days when I first got to 

site. Finished back near to 

where I started.

Favorite weekend 

activity? Catching up on 

sleep and cooking a big 

lunch.

Any regrets?Averaged 

61 hour work weeks for 2 

years, obviously I should 

have used more of my 

vacation days.

Best advice you’ve 

received and best 

advice you can give to 

future PCVs? If you don’t 

have an electric razor and 

you want to maintain your 

facial hair, run a comb 

through it and use a razor 

to cut the hair that passes 

through it.

It is 2018, you’ve come 

back to Nicaragua to 

visit, and you see your 

old host family and 

friends. What do you 

hope they remember 

you most for?: That I was 

always available to help 

them out with anything, I 

never said no.

Lisa Batuski

Leon, Leon

Favorite Nica dicho?  

“Hay mas tiempo que vida”

What was your favorite 

project you completed?  

My two years spent 

teaching  weekly English 

classes to 30 leadership 
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course participants (kiddos 

ages 8/11) at SONATI ngo.

What is the biggest 

lesson Nicaragua has 

taught you?  “Hay más 

tiempo que vida”, so just 

take it easy. Look at life as 

though time is mine, like 

my own little “present” to 

play with.  

Best book you read 

during Peace Corps?  

The story of my life! My 

mom had been writing a 

diary of me and my sister’s 

lives since we were born, 

and she finally sent it to me 

while here, included in the 

body of the email “thought 

you’d have some extra time 

to read this…” !

Where do you hope to 

be after Peace Corps?In 

another crazy awesome 

adventure!!

Did you gain or lose 

weight?   I’ve turned into a 

skinny-mini-tuskita!

Favorite weekend 

activity? Baking in 

SONATI & the beach!

Any regrets? Ninguno!

Best advice you’ve 

received and best 

advice you can give to 

future PCVs? 

 Don’t bother putting saldo 

on your phone; if they don’t 

call you, don’t call them!  

(And that way, you can save 

up for a car when you go 

back home!!) :P

It is 2018, you’ve come 

back to Nicaragua to 

visit, and you see your 

old host family and 

friends. What do you 

hope they remember 

you most for?   My 

banana bread, my joy 

and the overall great 

relationships I formed here 

with them.

Roger Perez

Telica, Leon

Favorite Nica dicho?   

Un indio menos un plato 

más.  Me agarró la tarde. “ 

Adiós, Cantardito de arroz, 

si me das un beso, me voy 

con vos”

What was your favorite 

project you completed?  

Murals and Stoves/ovens

What is the biggest 

lesson Nicaragua has 

taught you?  Be patient!  

Things will happen.  They 

usually come together so 

there is no need to worry 

about the innumerable 

detalles!  Living in the 

moment.  That includes 

sweating every day and 

staring at the wall when all 

your plans fall through.  

Best book you read 

during Peace Corps? – 

Blood of Brothers 

Where do you hope to 

be after Peace Corps? 

Speaking Spanish in a truck 

rompin around the hills 

of Nicaragua.  Eating a 
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nacatamal with a tortilla

Did you gain or lose 

weight? Due to my steady 

diet of rice and beans and 

the occasional cuada (Who 

needs veggies….) Ive not 

fluctuated mucho…lost 5 

pounds

Favorite weekend 

activity?  Andar de vago or 

eating sopa with one of my 

neighboring families

Any regrets? Not building 

that stove for the tortilleras.  

It would have been so nice.

Best advice you’ve 

received and best 

advice you can give to 

future PCVs? Multiple 

plans for the day.  You 

have to have up until Plan 

C at least.   If all else fails 

grab a book.  Be careful 

of sticking your hands in 

places you dont know.  

Scorpions could be in there.  

Seriously…

It is 2018, you’ve come 

back to Nicaragua to 

visit, and you see your 

old host family and 

friends. What do you 

hope they remember 

you most for?  My hair.

Thomas Vance

El Valle de las 

Mayorgas,

Posoltega, Chinandega

Favorite Nica Dicho? 

Chunche. Especially when 

used in this sentence: 

Paseme la chunche para 

chunchear.

What was your favorite 

project you completed?

In one of my schools our 

garden was the size of 

a soccer field. We had 

a cosecha of more than 

4000 tomatoes and 500 

chiltomas.

What is the biggest 

lesson Nicaragua has 

taught you?

To always have a backup 

plan and always be flexible.

Best book you read 

during Peace Corps? 

The Hunger Games series

Where do you hope to 

be after Peace Corps?

American southwest.

Did you gain or lose 

weight? Lost weight! 

Favorite weekend 

activity? Air conditioned 

movie theater in Leon. 

Beach at Paso Caballo. 

Being lazy in the hammock.

Any regrets?

Nope.

Best advice you’ve 

received and best 

advice you can give to 

future PCVs? Be open 

minded and go with the 

flow. Be ready to have 

a lot more failures that 

successes. Never feel 

frightened or unnerved to 

talk to or to ask someone 

you don’t know. 
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 It is 2018, you’ve come 

back to Nicaragua to 

visit, and you see your 

old host family and 

friends. What do you 

hope they remember 

you most for? 

I hope they remember me 

for my ear that’s always 

available to listen. But I 

feel that my host family will 

remember me for eating a 

lot “comida enojada” since 

I used a lot of Chile Lizano 

and chile jalapenos. 

No 
Image 
Given!

David McWilliams

San Dionisio, Matagalpa

Favorite Nica dicho?

La Sangre de Cristo da poder

What was your favorite 

project you completed?

Summer Camp was really busy 

and rewarding.  Also I planted 

a bunch of trees and got the 

community organized behind 

DIY reforestation.  

What is the biggest lesson 

Nicaragua has taught you?

I learned that you really need 

someone else’s help to do your 

projects.  You have put yourself 

out there and find the people 

to help.  They will have better 

knowledge and understanding 

of the situation on the ground. 

Best book you read during 

Peace Corps?

Does the Economist count?

Where do you hope to be 

after Peace Corps?

I want to go to grad school for 

Urban Planning.

Did you gain or lose 

weight? Looking forwards 

to eating a bunch and getting 

gordo back in the states.

Favorite weekend activity? 

Salto Saturdays!  ?Vago 

Domingo? 

Any regrets?I got pretty 

pissed off when the mayor’s 

office burnt down and they 

were largely unavailable to 

work with me.  

Best advice you’ve received 

and best advice you can 

give to future PCVs?The 

best advice that I got is that by 

trying to make PC life about 

Nicaragua/your site (instead of 

getting let down that a specific 

thing didn’t work), it in turn 

becomes a more fulfilling 

experience.   I had really good 

times visiting other Vol’s 

sites.  I never did a formal tech 

exchange, but I got to help a 

couple people build stoves, 

host medical brigades, and just 

experience different rincones of 

Nicaragua.  

It is 2018, you’ve come 

back to Nicaragua to visit, 

and you see your old 

host family and friends. 

What do you hope they 

remember you most 

for? 

Other than being tall and 

having a bad accent, my 

area will remember me for 

being relaxed and having a 

good attitude.   
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I love pointing at stuff with 

my lips

Jenhi Garcia

San Juan de Oriente, 

Masaya, TEFL 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps? 

I played board games and 

made crafts for a living at a 

day-camp in my hometown. 

Then I spent the nights 

with my fam watching SNL 

and Modern Family. 

Funniest moment 

during training? 

Meeting a mafia-esque 

tour guide in Granada 

who said that he had 

graduated from Stanford 

(my rival). Delivering 

our final presentation of 

training, “ADAM, I HAVE 

DENGUE.”

Favorite Nica-ism 

you’ve learned so far? 

Jumping on and off slowly 

moving buses/putting salt 

and lime in my tonas.

What do you hope to 

learn in Nicaragua? 

How to make Nacatamal/

Indio Viejo, Spanish, the 

Nica Snap, the difference 

between a lemon and lime, 

and how to go with the 

flow.

 First impressions of 

Nicaragua? “They weren’t 

kidding, it’s hot here.”

What is something 

you’ve done in 

Nicaragua that has 

surprised you? I have 

communicated with people 

in Spanish and actually 

made some sense.

Entrance
  Interviews

Mariel Stotts

San Rafael del Norte, 

Jinotega, ENV 62

Hello! My name is Mariel 

Stotts, I have just started 

my service with ENV 

62, and was lucky to be 

assigned to beautiful San 

Rafael del Norte, Jinotega. 

Before the Peace Corps, I 

was teaching middle school 

art in Austin, Texas and 

loving it, but I came to 

Nicaragua hoping to learn 

to live more simply and 

become fluent in Spanish 

(among other things). 

My first impressions of 

Nicaragua are that the 

people are incredibly 

hospitable and warm, and 
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Jen Sneed,

Leon, Leon

TEFL 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps? 

Teaching Spanish at a 

private high school in 

Nashville, TN

Funniest moment 

during training? I don’t 

think I really had a funniest 

moment in training…

Favorite Nica-ism 

you’ve learned so far? 

¿Ideay?

What do you hope to 

learn in Nicaragua?  

I hope to learn a lot about 

the culture and the people 

living here.

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? It’s actually a 

lot more developed than I 

thought it would be. Before 

I got on the plane to come 

here, I really thought that 

I would be living in a straw 

hut with dirt floors, no cell 

service and walking to get 

my water every morning. 

And now I live in Leon…

What is something 

you’ve done in 

Nicaragua that has 

surprised you? Peeing 

outside of my house (don’t 

worry, I hid in the bushes), 

due to the fact that we 

had 9 people sharing one 

bathroom and I couldn’t get 

in…I’m not even ashamed, I 

really had to go!

Stefanie Kot

Diria, Granada

TEFL 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps? I 

just graduated from UNC-

Chapel Hill in May!

Funniest moment 

during training? Making 

our final presentation 

videos about things we’ve 

learned since being in 

Nicaragua. 

Favorite Nica-ism 

you’ve learned so far? 

The one finger shake. So 

much easier than telling 

the bus a thousand times 

that no, I do not want to 

go to Managua, Masaya or 

wherever it is that you are 

going. 

What do you hope to 

learn in Nicaragua?

The Nica snap.  And 

learning to speak Spanish 

fluently would be nice. 

First impressions of 

Nicaragua?

It’s really hot and they eat 
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encounter with a bull. 

Favorite Nica-ism you’ve 

learned so far? The term 

“fachenta.” I also am a fan 

of the over-dramatic Nica 

gasp and frequently use it in 

conversations.

What do you hope to learn 

in Nicaragua? How to dance 

“Palo de Mayo.” I also am really 

interested in learning more 

about the cultural diversity in 

my area and how that will affect 

my service.

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? Beautiful scenery. 

Friendly and hospitable people. 

A lot of rice and beans. 

What is something you’ve 

done in Nicaragua that 

has surprised you? I ate a 

chicken’s foot two weeks ago. I 

definitely never thought I’d do 

that. 

Claire Quinn,

Camoapa, Boaco

ENV 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps? 

Graduating from college and 

hanging out with my recently 

retired dad. 

Funniest moment during 

training? When my host 

mom killed a cockroach with 

a frying pan and one minute 

later was cooking my dinner 

in said frying pan (I guess 

that’s not really funny). 

Favorite Nica-ism you’ve 

learned so far? The 

exaggerated gaspy/deep-

breath thing when someone 

is somewhat surprised or 

appalled by something. 

What do you hope to 

learn in Nicaragua? How 

to get Nica kids excited about 

environmental conservation 

and how to make Baho. 

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? It’s called the 

rainy season for a reason. 

What is something 

lots of rice here.

What is something 

you’ve done in 

Nicaragua that has 

surprised you? Eaten 

a loaf of white bread for 

dinner. 

Clare “Clara Lucia” 

Pillsbury, Bluefields, 

RAAS

ENV 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps? I 

graduated from college in 2012 

and worked for a year on a 

research project studying the 

impact of changing water levels 

on fish habitat in Voyageurs 

National Park. 

Funniest moment during 

training? Tom Ford’s 
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when I asked her name, it 

dawned on me that I was 

talking to my host mom 

whom I had just ate lunch 

with (I didn’t recognize her 

after she showered and put 

on makeup). 

Favorite Nica-ism you’ve 

learned so far? All the nose 

pointing… I can’t do it!

What do you hope to 

learn in Nicaragua? I’m 

not sure how to answer this. 

I’d like to learn anything and 

everything I can while being 

here…?

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? It’s beautiful, 

piropos before 7 am should 

not be allowed.

What is something 

you’ve done in Nicaragua 

that has surprised you? 

I’ve attempted to kick a dog. 

I am a huge animal lover and 

never thought I’d reach the 

point of hating them.

you’ve done in Nicaragua 

that has surprised you? 

I’ve painted my nails a lot. 

Nica women love manicures! 

Especially with little flower 

designs. 

Jordyn Strege

San Carlos, RSJ

TEFL 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps? 

Teaching 

Funniest moment during 

training? On my first day 

in my training town I worked 

up the courage to introduce 

myself to a stranger sitting 

in my family’s house. After 

receiving only a blank stare 

Paola Martín del Campo

Masaya, Masaya

TEFL 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps?

Working full time in the 

Public Relations field in San 

Francisco, California and was 

also working part time as a 

marketing strategist intern 

for an engineering startup 

called Tensor Dynamics.

Funniest moment during 

training?

When my Masatepe training 

group and I created a video 

about the different stages 

we went through during 

training with the cumbia la 
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I was not happy anymore to 

say the least! 

Samuel “Sam-well” Chris 

McCoy, Estelí, Estelí, 

TEFL 62

What were you doing 

before Peace Corps?

Serving as an AmeriCorps 

VISTA Communications 

Associate in San Francisco, 

California, making 

promotional videos and 

spearheading social media 

outreach for CollegeSpring 

and A Home Away from 

Homelessness to help 

young people from low-

income backgrounds reach 

their full potential.

Funniest moment 

during training?

During training, when 

students in my youth 

group explained to me 

that they eat “indio 

viejos” for one of their 

holidays, I replied, 

shocked, saying that it’s 

forbidden in my culture 

to eat old people.

Favorite Nica-ism 

you’ve learned so far?

¡Gracias a Dios!

What do you hope to 

learn in Nicaragua?

I hope to become fluent 

in Spanish and learn how 

to navigate smoothly in 

Latin American culture 

and society.

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? 

Nicaragua es la tierra 

de naturaleza y poesía 

hermosa.

What is something 

you’ve done in 

Nicaragua that has 

surprised you?

Enjoyed taking bucket 

showers.

apache song for our final 

presentation. The bloopers 

were the best!

Favorite Nica-ism you’ve 

learned so far?

Andar de tora venada o tora 

encuetada

What do you hope to 

learn in Nicaragua?

Its history, traditions, culture 

and cuisine

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? 

Everything green, rains a lot 

warm and beautiful people

What is something 

you’ve done in Nicaragua 

that has surprised you?

Looking for different ways to 

spice my food and asking my 

parents to send me authentic 

mexican hot sauce. 

*Funny story about the 

picture- this was the first and 

only Nacatamal I’ve ever eaten 

in country. Even though I 

looked so happy I ended up 

the following 3 days with a 

really bad food poisoning and 

spent the night at the hospital. 
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Fin.
You should write 
something for the 

next issue.


