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DISCLAIMER:
Va Pue seeks to inform and entertain its readers, 
and is managed and nearly entirely written by 
PCVs in Nicaragua. The editors of Va Pué wield 
their power with gusto, standing as bulwarks 
against the onslaught of grammatical traves-
ties levied against the English language, but the 
editors are ever forgiving, too, happily accepting 
contributions so long as they may be published 
without endangering anyone’s safety.

With so noble a mission and enlightened an edi-
torial team, you might wonder who would be the 
Debbie Downer that refuses to agree with what-
ever is said on these pages. But life being life, ever 
mysterious, and capricious about lending us its 
unquestioning endorsement, we are compelled 
to say that the views within are solely of the 
authors who wrote them (that seems natural). As 
this implies, such views are not the Peace Corps’ 
nor the U.S. Government’s.

CHECK OUT THE 
VA PUÉ BLOG AND 

PODCAST

vapuemagazine.wordpress.com

Nica 16
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Va Pue is proud to introduce a 
few new services. When you see 
this icon:  

It means this article is featured 
on the Va Pue Podcast. Check 
it out at vapuemagazine.word-
press.com

Optimistic 
progres-
sives of my 
genera-

tion believe that “the ark 
of history is long, but it 
bends toward justice.” 
No matter how incon-
sistent, no matter how 
much remains to be 
done, the last sixty years 
has moved the United 
States toward being 
a more just country. 
-John Kotula
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JEROME ! 
  RAYNE ROSE - HE 65                                  

Back in the day when I was young

I guess I’m just a grown ass kid today

But some days I sit and wish I was younger still

As the days pass by

The weeks shed light

On the months I took in stride

One more year to go

So much love to give

Many thoughts to share

On how we’re supposed to live

One year three months seeming like a lifetime

I’m a changed man or I became a man

I wasn’t yet and I’m still not

Nevertheless I’ve learned a lot and taught less

I’ve taught lessons on how to love thyself

I’m thoughtful.
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Cords 
Gone By
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Back in the day, in the 1950s, when I was in elementary school and then junior high school, there 
were many ways in which the United States was similar to Nicaragua today. 

Here is a list that Deb and I compiled in no particular order of importance:

 ■ No one wore seat belts and if you had a pick-up it was 
standard practice to pack the back full of as many 
friends as would fit. 

 ■ Kids played outside without adults organizing them 
or even paying them much attention.

 ■ People freely littered, casually tossing trash out of car 
windows.

 ■ Dogs still had their balls and animal 
sex in the streets was common.

 ■ Abortions were illegal, but hap-
pened. Women died.

 ■ Visible gays were effeminate. 
Others were closeted.

 ■ Church attendance and religious 
belief had a much more pervasive 
place in the life of the community.

 ■ A very small percent of the popula-
tion went to college and the major-
ity didn’t finish high school.

Back in the Day
  JOHN KOTULA - HE 65                                    
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So is there any take away from this list? Does it hold any clues for our service as Peace Corps vol-
unteers in Nicaragua? Optimistic progressives of my generation believe that “the ark of history is 
long, but it bends toward justice.” No matter how inconsistent, no matter how much remains to 
be done, the last sixty years has moved the United States toward being a more just country. I even 
believe this in the face of Trump. So there is every reason to think that Nicaragua will also make 
progress. It may take a long time and it may look very different than our progress. Nonetheless, it 
is thrilling to contribute to this in any small way.

 ■ Women professed wanting to arrive at their wedding 
night a virgin, but usually gave in to pressure from 
guys or their own desires. 

 ■ Men didn’t question that their gender entitled them 
to privileges unavailable to women. Mostly, women 
stayed home, kept house, and raised kids.

 ■ Corporal punishment at home and 
at school was seldom questioned. 
Spanking kids was commonplace. 
It was a rare kid that didn’t get 
whacked once in a while.

 ■ You could be a quirky, unusual 
person without receiving a psychi-
atric diagnosis. You would proba-
bly get tagged with a nickname 
and maybe be teased, but nobody 
would try to fix you.
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During the Sandinista-Contras civil war in the 1980s, journalist and author Stephen Kinzer reported 
from the frontlines for The New York Times. His experiences, observations, and analysis were pub-
lished in his book Blood of Brothers: Life and War in Nicaragua. Since then, his work has not only 
become an authoritative account of one of the nation’s darkest decades, but it also serves as essen-
tial reading for anyone looking to gain a better understanding of the nation as a whole.

In April, I had the privilege of speaking with Mr. Kinzer via Skype from my site in Nueva Guinea. The 
electricity was spotty the entire day, making me fear we’d have to reschedule. Fortunately, it held 
steady and we were able discuss his time here, how much Nicaragua has changed, and where it 
is heading.

Stephen Kinzer (SK): Hi, there! So 
where are you calling form?

Conor Sanchez (CS): Hello! 
I’m calling from Nueva 
Guinea.
SK: Wow! I’ve been there. That was 
considered the end of the road.

CS: It still is, pretty much.
SK: Well, what can I do for you 
today?

CS: First, thank you for grant-
ing VaPue some of your time 
to discuss your experiences 
here. Can you tell us a little 
about your time in Nicaragua?
SK: My time in Nicaragua was 
shaped by the war that was 
going on at the time. I always 
tried to cover Nicaragua in its 
totality. Nicaragua was not just 

a war - Nicaragua was a country 
where war was happening. Many 
journalists were in the country at 
this time and I was one of them. 
There was intense world interest 
in the country at this time. I always 
found this interesting; somehow 
Nicaragua has never been able to 
find a balance in the attention it 
gets. It goes from being war-torn 
to the other extreme, where it 
is now, in which nobody knows 
about it. 
 I took away something 
else from Nicaragua, which was 
the richness of the Nicaraguan 
spirit. Nicaraguans are wonder-
ful people. They have remarkable 
spirit considering everything that 
they have been through.

CS: Have you been back?
SK: Yes, I come regularly. I was 

I N T E R V I E W  W I T H : 

S T E P H E N  K I N Z E R
  CONOR SANCHEZ - TEFL 64                                    
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To acquaint 
Americans with 
Nicaragua on 
a deeper level, 
I think you 

have to convey the richness 
of the ordinary Nicaraguan. I 
learned so much from those 
wise people. They have so 
little but they share so much. 

just there a few months ago. I 
stay in touch with many of my 
Nicaraguan friends. I enjoy going 
there and trying to connect the 
Nicaragua I knew with the one 
that exists now. The develop-
ment is simply remarkable in 
some areas. I’m not sure if it has 
the impact of changing the lives 
of ordinary people but it is defi-
nitely apparent. I never imagined 
that Estelí or Jinotega would be 
cool places to visit. In fact, I never 
imagined Nicaragua would 
become a tourist destination. If 
you had told me that back in the 
1980’s, I would say it was a joke. 
I always thought it had a lot to 
show the world, but my experi-
ence with the country was first in 
war, so it was difficult to imagine. 
I’m sure we’ll all be going to Syria 
at some point, but it would be dif-
ficult for any American to imagine 
that today.  

CS: Many of us were born after 
the war ended. And today, 
as you said, Nicaraguan is 
a tourist destination. Aside 
from a few protests here and 
there, life is pretty calm. So 
it’s often hard to imagine 
the direness and danger you 
describe in your book. Can 
you take us back to that time?
SK: I was trying to cover Nicaragua 
in its fullness. But my primary 
objective was covering the war. 
People were being killed every-
day. It was serious. Trucks and 
buses were being blown up. 
Helicopters were being shot out 
of the sky. Crying mothers were a 
common feature in every village. 
Here’s an example: I was based in 
Managua but the war was focused 
mostly in north. It was danger-
ous to drive on roads during day-
light. They were completely off 
limits at night. I could get out of 

Managua before dawn. After a 
while we’d get to Sébaco, a small 
town where you can either go to 
Estelí or Matagalpa. So at Sébaco 
we’d stop and we’d try to ascer-
tain if trucks or buses had already 
driven up north. We didn’t want to 
be the first ones going up because 
those were the ones blowing up. 
So we’d wait and when it was 
safe, we’d take off again. By the 
sides of roads, you’d see carcasses 
of blown up buses. There were 
trucks with “IFA” written on the 
sides of them – which meant they 
were Sandinista military vehicles. 
We never knew if it would happen 
to one of us. Roads were known 
to be littered with mines. We had 
to arrive in helicopters at tree top 
level to avoid being shot down. 
After my time there, I had seen 
enough dead bodies to last me 
several lifetimes.

CS: How was it in Managua?
SK: In Managua, there was no 
danger of violence. Nonetheless, 
everybody knew somebody who 
was at war and might be dead 
the next day. You just never knew. 
Contras were hitting the coffee 
harvesters the most. As we got 
into the mid 1980s, violence was 
everywhere. That changed the 
dynamic quite a bit. 

CS: Nicaragua remains the 
second poorest country in 
the hemisphere. Any ideas 
why that is?
SK: A lot of reasons. One thing I 
find amazing today is that those 
under 30 really don’t know much 
about what happened in the war. 
I’ve talked to young people who 
think the Contras were fighting 
the liberals or that Sandino was 
fighting Somoza. The understand-
ing of who was fighting and why, 
has evaporated. 

 Young people are not 
being raised to compete in a 
global economy. And that’s why 
Nicaragua hasn’t been able to pull 
itself out of poverty.  As the world 
globalizes, if conditions persist, 
it will only get left further and 
further behind. Just selling coffee 
and cotton is not what will pull it 
out. 

CS: Is there any advice you 
could give currently serving 
Peace Corps Volunteers in 
terms of helping Nicaragua?
SK: I think Peace Corps Volunteers 
are doing great work in Nicaragua. 
I’ve always liked the idea of small-
scale development, making 
change in small but tangible 
ways. All too often we get caught 
up waiting for big ideas to come 
along and change situations, 
when we could be doing some-
thing ourselves and Peace Corps 
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through technology is a great 
endeavor.

CS: When most Americans 
here about Nicaragua, they 
remember the war. Is there 

anything we could do to 
better educate Americans 
about Nicaragua?
SK: Appeal to Nicaragua’s 
greatest natural resource 
- its people. To acquaint 
Americans with Nicaragua 
on a deeper level, I think you 
have to convey the richness 
of the ordinary Nicaraguan. I 
learned so much from those 
wise people. They have so 
little but they share so much. 
Deprivation has brought them 
to great wisdom. It’s a spiritu-
ally enriching place. 

is a chance to act on that belief. 
 What volunteers could 
do that would have a big impact 
is help integrate young 
people into the world 
economy. What skills can 
we give to help them tran-
scend the limits of their 
geography? There are a 
lot of people who believe 
the Internet only equals 
Facebook, and nothing 
else. But we’re in an era 
where challenges such as 
geographic isolation are 
no longer insurmount-
able obstacles, so finding 
ways to help Nicaraguans 
overcome those barriers 
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Va Pue is proud to introduce a 
few new services. When you see 
this icon:  

It means this article is featured 
on the Va Pue Podcast. Check 
it out at vapuemagazine.word-
press.com
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Querida Mita... What is the key to a long distance relationship? 

I have never had to do one before, but I am about to.

Querida Muchacha,

Fijese que…

There’s an old saying that goes amor de lejos, amor de pendejos. Why would you do that to your-
self? Oh well, chavalos y chavalas these days are moving so much que andan como pata de perro 
that I understand why you’re doing a long distance relationship.

In my 73 years, I’ve seen my family and those of my neighbors separated because someone 
has to go to Costa Rica, Spain, or the United States for work. My daughter, Alondra, was one of 
them. She left her husband and five-year old to work in Miami for four years. I cried each time 
we spoke on the computer because I missed her so much. Alondra said that everything was so 
nice there, but that she felt like a bird in a golden cage. I’d go to sleep wondering when I’d see 
her. Eventually, por gracias de Dios, she returned to Managua.

I love my daughter, and even though it wasn’t a romantic relationship like yours, I know what it’s 

QUERIDA MITA

  CHAR STOEVER - TEFL 64                                  

Long Distance Relationships
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like to miss someone you love. I have three pieces of advice I’ll give you, mi niña.

First, be patient. If you live in Nicaragua, you already know what this means. One day, you’re 
taking a candle lit bucket bath, and the next, the water comes back and you’re washing your 
underwear while listening to rancheras (they’re not as good as they used to be). You will miss 
your love, and you may be sad, but they will also miss you, too. Be patient with yourself and with 
your love. You might be frustrated at the separation, but don’t get angry with them because of 
it. Be patient and you will see them again.

Segundo, talk to each other. This isn’t hard for enamorados. Call each other or talk on the com-
puter. Write to them to see how they’re doing. It was very important for me to see my daughter’s 
face once in a while to see that she was happy.

Last, know when you will see each other again. Having a final date when you will be together will 
make things easier for you. If you don’t know when that is, at least visit one another. Save money 
for that. Since I only had my pension, Alondra saved up enough money to send my grandson and 
I to visit her. We spent two weeks in Miami, and it was nice. I remember that it was very loud and 
that the buildings were so tall. I didn’t need to speak English there, gracias a Dios!

Y entonces, setting times when you can visit or end the long distance will alleviate your pains. 
Before you know it, the calls on the computer will end and you will finally be together again—
just like Jesus and Alma in my favorite novela, Porque el Amor Manda.

Con mucho cariño,

Mita
Submit a Question to 

Querida Mita

Advice Column from a wise, 
loving, I’ve-had-73-volunteers-
so-I-definitely-know-the-answer-
to-all-your-questions Nicaraguan 
grandmother.

Have a question about some aspect 
of the culture or living in Nicaragua? 
Submit your questions to our 
Querida Mita advice column on the 
Va Pué blog. 

She can’t wait to tell you what’s 
corrrrrrrecto.
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 It has been a strange year to be an American 
citizen abroad. It is difficult to turn on the T.V. or 
browse your favorite online news source without 
seeing a reference to this year’s presidential elec-
tion.  For me, it is hard to remember a time when the 
United States as a whole seemed so politicized and 
polarized.  While living in another country it can be 
tempting to tune out the noise from “allá.”  However, 
we must resist the temptation!  It is our responsibil-
ity as citizens to vote and share our voices by partic-
ipating in the democratic decision making process. 

This piece uses information from an in house 
e-mail sent by Peter Hach and the government’s 
Federal Assistance Voting Program (FVAP) to help 
ensure that you know how to participate in this 
year’s elections.  By using the steps presented in 
this article, and researching candidates on votes-
mart.org, you will be ready to vote confidently, intel-
ligently, and fulfill your responsibilities as a United 
States citizen this fall.  Remember, “the only thing 
necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to 
do nothing” (Edmund Burke).

Registering and Requesting
There are two ways to register and request an 

absentee ballot.  The first step in both cases is FVAP.
gov.  Your first option is registering and request-
ing a ballot through your state’s webpage.  From 
the FVAP home page you can select your individ-
ual state and be redirected to your state specific 
page on the site.  Scroll down and near the bottom 
of the page you will be presented with a number of 
links.  Select the “Use (your state’s) online tools” or 
“Use FVAP’s online assistant” to register and request 
your absentee ballot.  Alternatively, you may regis-
ter and request a ballot by filling out the download-
able Federal Post Card Application (FPCA).  This form, 
which can be found on your state’s page as well, 
can be printed out and sent via mail, fax, or email to 
your local election office.  The contact information 
for your local election office can be found on-line at 
FVAP.gov.  The above represents a general guideline 
for registering and requesting an absentee ballot.  
Be sure to pay attention to the registration require-
ments and deadlines because they can/will be differ-
ent for each state.  To make sure you don’t miss out 
register and request your ballot as soon as possible!

Receiving your Ballot and Voting
You can receive your ballot electronically or by 

mail (depending on availability in your state and 
your stated preferences when requesting an absen-
tee ballot) 45 days prior to the election.  If you still 
have not received your ballot 30 days before the elec-
tion you should submit a Federal Write-in Absentee 
Ballot (FWAB) In most states you must have already 
registered and requested an absentee ballot to be 
eligible to send in a FWAB.  The FWAB can be found 

J U S T  V O T E 
  SAM CONNOR - ENV 64                                  
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With great power, comes 
great responsibility.  As active 
citizens it is not only our duty 
to vote, but also be informed 

about the decisions we make while voting.

on FPAV.gov, once again on your state’s webpage.  
The ballot must be filled in and mailed to your local 
election office prior to your state’s deadline.  If you 
receive your ballot after filling out and sending a 
FWAB, don’t worry!  Fill out your new state ballot 
and send it in!  Your FWAB will be discarded and your 
state ballot will be accepted as if nothing happened.  
All ballots, FWABs or official ballots from your state, 
can be sent to the United States in a diplomatic 
pouch by visiting the Embassy of the United States.  
However, make sure to include all proper postage 
before delivering your ballot to the Embassy.

Vote Smart
With great power, comes great responsibility.  As 

active citizens it is not only our duty to vote, but also 
to be informed about the decisions we make while 
voting.  The political realm is frequently ridden with 
misinformation and, dare I say, chisme.  As voters we 
must make the effort to separate fact from fiction 
and inform ourselves of the impacts of the deci-
sions we are making.  This is not to say there exists 
a wrong and a right side.  Be sure to know the can-
didate you are voting for and where they stand on 
important issues.

Vote Smart (votesmart.org) is an important stop 
for anyone looking to find where this years candi-
dates stand on crucial issues.  Vote Smart allows you 
to search individual candidates, anyone from presi-
dent to state board of education representative, and 
research their bios, past experience, voting record, 
and policy positions.  The site also offers an excit-
ing tool that allows you to compare your views with 
those of leading presidential and congressional can-
didates on topics ranging from the environment to 
national security to fiscal policy.

Helpful Links
• FVAP.gov (Federal Voting Assistance Program)
• nicaragua.usembassy.gov/voting_abroad.html
• votesmart.org (Vote Smart website)
• ACS.Managua@state.gov (email for voting assis-

tance officer in Nicaragua)
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Do you or a loved one hate doing laundry?  Is working your knuckles to the bone in 95 degree heat not 
your idea of a good time?  Is there a saco of laundry in your room that never seems to get smaller no matter 
how many hours of labor you invest into lovingly scrubbing your shirts and pants clean?  Worry no more!  
The DIY lavadora is here to the rescue! It helps make this most onerous of chores a bore no more, almost.

01Conseguir una bomba 
(plunger) y un balde 

grande (large bucket). They can 
be found at your local hardware 
store or market.

02Cortar la bomba. Using 
a knife, scissors, or other 

cutting tool make three holes in 
the top of the bomba.

03Poner la ropa sucia (4-6 
pieces depending on 

how big the pieces are, and how 
clean you want them), el agua, y 
detergente en el balde.  

04 Lavar! Using your modi-
fied plunger to plunge 

the clothing in the bucket and 
start your home-made washing 
machine. Let the clothes sit after 
plunging for a couple minutes 
and the plunge again.

05 Cambiar del agua. 
Dump out the dirty 

soapy water and replace it with 
clean water. 

06  Lavar otra vez! Plunge 
the clothing one more 

time.

07 Colgar la ropa. Dump 
out all of the water, 

wring out the clothes, and hang 
‘em up on the line.

08 Bailar!  Celebrate with 
a jig! You just washed 

4-6 pieces of clothing in under 
15 minutes. Good luck doing that 
by hand…

THE DIY 
LAVADORA

  SAM CONNOR - ENV 64                                  
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...es un dicho tan 
común en Nica-
ragua como los 
frijoles rojos, los 

bailes folklóricos y el uso del 
voseo. Se escucha  en la cal-
le, en la casa y en el trabajo. 

SI DIOS QUIERE 
  NICHOLAS ECKHART - ENV 64                                  
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“Si Dios quiere” es un dicho tan 
común en Nicaragua como los frijo-
les rojos, los bailes folklóricos y el uso 
del voseo. Se escucha  en la calle, en 
la casa y en el trabajo. Es una conju-
gación sencilla de palabras y mien-
tras sea tan sencillo para el nica-
ragüense, puede causar frustración 
o miedo al extranjero a quien nunca 
creció o se formó en su fe. 

Entendamos la frase mejor.  Podemos 
deducir que la frase nos revela algo 
más profundo.  El orador quiere 
expresar: Si  Dios lo permite, tal 
acontecimiento, realización, o 
acción sucederá con éxito.  Ése es el 
poder de Dios, que hace que todito 
se realice.  La frase acrecienta la fe 
expectante con una sola expresión.  

Como un hijo o una hija de la 
cultura americana se nos hace difícil 
entender tal concepto. Los nicas no 
nos pueden decir si van a estar dis-
ponibles el próximo miércoles a las 

3 p.m. de la tarde.  Simplemente no 
está en su poder para decidirlo.  Un 
día un niño le dijo a su padre que 
iba a hacerse doctor y el padre le 
respondió “¿Usted se manda solo?”  
En su cultura el deseo de lograr tal 
cosa y la habilidad de hacerlo son 
conceptos muy distintos.

Nuestra perspectiva del mundo, 
nuestras opiniones y la idea de 
quienes somos de gran parte vienen 
de la cultura en la cual crecimos.  Una 
cultura americana nos dice “Puedes 
hacer lo que tú quieres porque 
tú eres quien te crea el futuro.”  La 
cultura latina les dice “Puedes hacer 
lo que tú quieres pero solamente si 
Dios te lo permite.” 

Muchos voluntarios de Cuerpo 
de Paz se ven frustrados cuando 
les mencionan esta problemática 
y tan común frase en Nicaragua.  
Realizamos muchas actividades y 
queremos que la comunidad par-
ticipe en ellas.  ¿Pero cómo van a 

poder participar si ni siquiera pueden 
decirnos si quieren colaborar en el 
proyecto con certeza?  “¿Puede usted 
ayudarme dar una charla el próximo 
lunes sobre VIH y SIDA en la casa 
materna?” “Si Dios quiere, sí.” Nos pre-
ocupamos que no vayan a poner el 
100% de esfuerzo para apoyarnos.  
Algunas veces nos preguntamos  “¿Es 
una excusa que nos dicen para no 
tener que ir a mi actividad?” 

Casi cada norteamericano tiene su 
calendario electrónico en el laptop, 
el tablet o el iPhone.  Creemos con 
una fe inquebrantable que si algo 
está escrito en ese calendario pasará 
a ser realidad.  La duda inherente 
de “si Dios quiere” nos causa frus-
tración.  La frustración ha llevado 
algunos a cometer grandes errores 
culturales.  Una vez un voluntario le 
dijo a un nica “Suponemos que sí; 
Dios lo quiere, ¿vendrás a la reunión 
mañana, sí o no?” El nica lo miró 
decepcionado y el voluntario supo 
en ese momento que había violado 
una regla sagrada.  No se puede 
suponer lo que Dios quiere y lo que 
no.  No está en nuestro alcance para 
saberlo.  

Frustración no es la única respuesta 
emocional a la frase “si Dios quiere”.  
También nos puede provocar miedo, 
preocupación, y  hasta pavor.  Un 
americano se estaba despidiendo de 
sus amigos latinos.  “Hasta mañana 
amigos míos.” “Hasta mañana amigo, 
si Dios quiere.” Cuenta el americano 
que en ese momento sintió que la 
frase era terriblemente desagradable.  
“Que moribundo” pensó el ameri-
cano  “que antes de ir a dormir una 
deidad omnipotente, caprichosa, del 
cielo con sus rayos me puede matar 
entre esta noche y mañana.” (Erik, 
Julio)

Después de haber pasado 2 años en 
este país he aprendido que “si Dios 
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quiere” no es una frase que debe cau-
sarnos frustración o miedo.  Es una 
hermosa manera de recordarse de su 
fe en Dios y también del poder que 
él ejercite en nuestras vidas.  Para 
ocupar esta frase tampoco tenemos 
que proclamarnos católicos, evangé-
licos o cristianos.  

Esta frase no es única de la fe cris-
tiana.  En el Oriente Medio que es 
gobernado por la fe musulmana se 
dice ̈ Inshallah¨. El nombre de su Dios 
es Alá  y la frase quiere decir que si 
Alá lo permite, así será.  Es una frase 
gemela de “si Dios quiere.”  (Porque, 
septiembre)

Respetando nuestras diferencias 
podemos reconocer que la frase 
nos brinde una perspectiva nueva 
al mundo.  Para los que crecían con 
la mentalidad de un Dios poderoso, 
alguien que nos conduce en nuestro 
camino de la vida, la frase puede ser 
algo muy especial o solo otro dicho 
para decir antes de despedirse.  Una 
mujer nicaragüense me contó una 
historia ejemplar del poder que 
pueda tener esta frase. 

Me la contó así, “Una vez hubo un 
pequeño pajarito azul  que anidaba 
en uno de los árboles de la colina 
más cercana a la finca.  Le gustaba su 
hogar mucho. Era un hogar esplen-
dido con una vista panorámica de las 
valles verdes y las montañas altas de 
Chontales. Volando el pajarito azul 
un día sobre la finca escuchó uno de 
los hombres diciendo ‘vamos mucha-
chos.  Este año vamos a derrumbar 
esa colina allí para abrir espacio para 
el ganado’.  Se quedó estupefacto 
pensando en su acogedor hogar.  
¿Qué puedo hacer? Una idea se le 
ocurrió. Iría a Dios.  

Fue a hablar con Dios y Dios le dijo 
‘No se preocupe mi querido.  Esos 
hombres de la finca no harán ningún 
daño a la colina este año’.  El pajarito 

feliz regresó a su nido y durmió sin 
preocupación.  Un año pasó y en una 
mañana fresca vinieron los mucha-
chos y se quedaron bajo de su árbol.  
Uno dijo ‘Vean muchachos.  Este 
año cortaremos cada uno de estos 
árboles y abriremos espacio para 
el ganado.  Se lo juro.’ En un pánico 
el pajarito voló con sus alitas cuán 
rápido que podía a Dios.  Sin aliento 
le dijo a Dios lo que los hombres 
habían dicho.  ‘No se preocupe mi 
querido pajarito azul.  Nadie lasti-
mará los árboles de la colina este año.’  

Regresó aliviado y se quedó dormido 
en su nido de paja.  Pasó otro año 
y en una tarde calurosa vio los 
hombres afilando sus machetes.  Se 
acercó a ellos en el techo del potrero.  
“Mañana iremos a aplanar esa colina, 
muchachos.  Hemos esperado tres 
años y lo haremos en la madrugada si 
Dios quiere.” El pajarito muy aterrado 
fue a Dios y le explicó lo que había 
escuchado.  Dios le dijo ‘Pajarito 
azul tan precioso, este año sí trans-
formarán la colina en un predio para 
el ganado.  Debes irte a buscar un 
nuevo hogar.’” 

A través de este cuento nos muestra 
que Dios nos permite lograr nuestras 
metas si tenemos fe en él y si lo recon-
ocemos.  El creyente debe compren-
der que hay una fuerza en el más allá 
que nos conduce en nuestro camino 
de la vida. Nos alude que si pro-
ponemos a alcanzar algo en buena fe 
lo lograremos, pero encima de todo 
hay que respetar el propósito de 
Dios.  Si no logramos la meta es por 
una razón, porque así Dios lo quiere.

La frase “si Dios quiere” es una expre-
sión sagrada de la fe.  Es algo tan 
sencillo pero tan significativo.  Si 
emprendemos a entenderla nuestra 
adaptación a la cultura latina sufrirá 
menos dificultad estando en ella  y 
tal vez, quizás, nuestro punto de vista 
sobre el poder humano cambiara 

para formar una nueva manera de 
ver el mundo.  Esta frase tan sencilla 
nos enseña que somos capaces de 
lograr lo que deseamos pero con la 
fe en que Dios bendice cada acción 
que realicemos.

Referencias y Bibliografía
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http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/
stories/three-lessons/. 1970
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Va Pué is proud to in-
troduce a new service.  
When you see this icon:

It means this article is fea-
tured on the Va Pué pod-
cast.  Check it out at vapu-
emagazine.word-press.com
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 As  “Sherr y ” 
blared over the 
radio, Rachel typed 
out the last letters 
onto the page, her 
foot tapping to the 
rhythm of the song. 
At the last click and 
ding, she tore the 
page from the type-
writer and began to pour over it scouring for typos. 
When she saw that there weren’t any to be found 
she placed the paper on the desk, sat back in her 
chair, took a minute to process her thoughts, and 
then picked up the phone to call her editor.  The 
year was 1962 and Rachel Carson had just finished 
her book Silent Spring. She knew in that moment 
that if the world accepted what she said as the rig-
orously researched, scientifically sound essay it was, 
everything would change overnight; every science 
teacher would have to completely rework the cur-
riculum, every politician would have a new frame-
work in which he or she would have to frame his or 
her arguments. And luckily for us, that’s exactly what 
happened. Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring (1962) intro-
duced the world to the threat of environmental deg-
radation. Naming polluting companies and harmful 
pesticides as the culprits, Carson painted a gruesome 
picture of how chemical runoff was destroying the 
wilderness, killing everything in its path. The book 
garnered so much traction that it basically created 
the environmental movement in the United States. 
As a direct result of Rachel Carson, the Environmental 
Defense Fund began the campaign to phase out DDT 
use in the United States. Eight years later her work 

Rachel Carson’s 
Silent Spring 
introduced the 
world to the 

threat of environ-
mental degradation

CL IMATE CHANGE 
ROUND -TABLE
  MICHAEL LIFSCHUTZ  EEP-65                                  
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would even reach the desk of the President of the United States when Richard Nixon created a com-
mittee to investigate Carson’s claims. When he saw that she was right, Nixon, a staunch Republican who 
believed in the shrinking of government and the reduction of regulations, created the Environmental 
Protection Agency to address environmental concerns in the United States. Even though many of the 
environmental advances achieved under the Nixon administration were undone by President Reagan, 
the impact of Rachel Carson upon the world was undeniable.

 So how are we, employees of the same government that created the EPA, that listenednto Carson, 
that housed the recent signing of the Paris Agreement (the U.S. promised to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 17.89%,   the second most of any country in the world),  helping to continue this tradition 
of putting the needs of the planet and of our descendants ahead of those of our wallets? What are we 
doing to help the environment? Many of us have attempted environmental projects in site, even if 
we’re not in the environment sector. However, if the projects we’re attempting have been done before 
to no avail, or if they could be more effective, then we aren’t doing all that we can do. That’s why Ben 
Munyan and I have launched the Peace Corps Nicaragua Climate Change Roundtable. The Roundtable 
is a community in which current and returned volunteers can share environment projects they’ve done 
in site.  Volunteers can also share feedback so that future volunteers can improve on past projects, learn 
from other’s mistakes, and be inspired by their successes. It’s also a place where a current volunteer 
who wishes to do an environment project in site can ask questions, receive feedback, and collaborate 
with other volunteers who have interest in doing similar projects. So far we have a Climate Change 
Roundtable Facebook group, and we’re attempting to see to what extent we can incorporate our ideas 
into VAC meetings. We think that opening up the floor during VAC meetings to volunteers who wish 
to share projects they’ve done, request feedback, or even just commiserate about projects that have 
gone south, will make doing secondary projects in site a whole lot easier.  
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STAR Committee
Support group retreat! 

The STAR Committee is planning an LGTBQ and allied support group meetings! We want to get an idea of 
how many volunteers would be interested in participating and available for the date listed below. Please 
send an email to Pcvni.star@gmail.com and CC hailee.reed@uky.edu for more information. This is merely 
to gauge interest and does not confirm your attendance for any future events.

Who: LGTBQ and allied PCVs (which may or may not include STAR Committee Members)

What: Support group meetings which will include discussions, reflections, and (because we are Peace 
Corps) fun activities!

When: Get in contact with STAR for up-to-date information.

Where: The meetings will be held at the Peace Corps Office in Managua; however, there will be an addi-
tional activities outside of the PC office.

Why: To give LGTBQ and allied PCVs a safe space to talk about their in service struggles, challenges, and 
successes!

Additional info: Reimbursements will be provided for all participants! We are unable to guarantee full con-
fidentiality from select PC Staff due to the reimbursement process. However, confidentiality amongst par-
ticipating PCVs will be expected.  

Want to help us out?

This is a completely new concept for us and we want it to be meaningful and beneficial for participants. 
We are in the process of creating future agendas, so if you have any ideas please let us know!

COMMITTEE 
UPDATES
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With our 2nd Annual Camp 
CHACA right around the corner, 
new committee members, and 
a new opportunity for PCVs to 
work towards gender equality 
to share, GAD is feeling quite 
excited for the coming months.  

GAD

In order to reach our 
vision of a world where power, 
respect, and opportunity are 
no longer gendered, we need 
passionate individuals and 
groups actively working to 
reduce inequalities, bridge dif-
ferences, and broaden under-
standings.  We’re proud 
of the groups of PCVs 
who are doing just that 
and want to invite you to 
further participate in the work 
of gender and development in 
your site and beyond.

As you probably know, 
GAD is trying a new structure 
to our gender camp staffing, in 
which a small planning team* 
works on the bulk of the camp 
using the institutional knowl-
edge of GAD, and the rest of 
the counselor team is made 
up of PCVs who apply who are 
not currently on the GAD com-
mittee.  We’d like to introduce 
the CHACA PCV Staff to you:

Polly Wiltz HE65, Laura 
Linde ENV66, Elizabeth 
Hannah* HE65, Emily Nilsen* 
TEFL64, CJ Sanchez ENV66, 
Freddy Terrazas HE65, Liz 
Saccoccia ENV64, Justine 
LaVoye* HE65, Andrew Nilsen 

TEFL64, and Ethan Parsons* HE65

Congratulations to the PCVs chosen to 
be counselors at Camp CHACA!

Additionally, we’d 
like to offer another round of con-
gratulations and a huge welcome to our 
newly elected GAD members.  Look to 
these leaders to be reaching out in the 
future as we try to expand GAD’s reach 
beyond gender camps:

Lindsay Slautterback ENV66, CJ 
Sanchez ENV66, Kelsey Schrenk TEFL66, 
Laura Linde ENV66, and Lindsay Nason 
EEP65

If your application wasn’t 
selected to be a counselor at 
CHACA or a member of the 
GAD committee, don’t be dis-
couraged.  Due to the wonders 
of the internet and the gener-
osity of the Global Orphanage 
Foundation, for the first time 
this year we will be hosting 
a 2nd Camp GLOW in late 
October/early November.  Keep 
your eyes on our blog and your 
emails, because as with CHACA, 
we will be opening up the 
staffing to all interested PCVs 
to apply and help young girls 
experience the joy and power 
that is women’s empowerment.

Yours until power, respect, 
and opportunity are no longer 
gendered,

The GAD Committee

www.pcnicagad.wordpress.com

Twitter: @GADNicaragua
Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/pcnicagad/

An Invitation to PCVs
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The HIVaids Task Force is cur-
rently in a state of exciting tran-
sition. We are shifting away from 
the rigid guidelines that PEPFAR 
has in place in order to pursue our 
own projects that directly address 
the ever changing needs of HIV 
Prevention and Mitigation in 
Nicaragua. We are beginning to 
work on a variety of new projects 
that address topics in second-
ary HIV prevention such as self-
care and professional skills. This 
year, we are focusing on working 
directly with the following pop-
ulations; HIV positive women, 
orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren, transgender women and 
LGTBQ organizations, healthcare 

HIV Task Force

Alternativa Nicaragüense de Diversidad Sexual-ANDISEX was proud to announce 
on June 28th the LGBT Pride Parade in Managua. The parade began in front of 
the Colegio Teresiano at 4 p.m. and was a great chance to celebrate the diver-
sity of identities in Nicaragua. To see pictures from the event visit https://www.

facebook.com/andisex.nic and like the page!

professionals, and tricicleros. 
Our national projects are in full 
swing! On that note, the MINSA 
Stigma and Discrimination 
training as well as the Triciclero 
Testing and Training campaigns 
are set to begin this fall. We are 
very excited about the addition 
of our new members from EEP 
65 and ENV 66, Jenn Potts and 
Stef Esteban, who have stepped 
into leading positions on the task 
force and continue to bring new 
and fresh perspectives to the 
committee. Keep reading our 
monthly emails for more detailed 
updates, important HIV preven-
tion dates and project position 
openings.
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PCMO Update
 Urinary tract infections (UTIs) are the second most common type of infection affecting people in the U.S., 

resulting in about 8.1 million visits to health care providers each year. Women are at greater risk of UTIs for 
anatomical reasons, and women have a lifetime risk of more than 50 percent of having a UTI. About 20 
percent of young women with a first UTI will have a recurrent infection. Most UTIs are caused by bacteria 
that live in the bowel, such as E. coli. Most UTIs are not serious if prompt treatment is received, but some 
infections can lead to serious problems such as kidney infections.  
 
To try to prevent infections, you can: 

• Drink plenty of water every day (6-8, 8-ounce glasses a day). 
• Urinate when the need arises and avoid resisting the urge to urinate. 
• Urinate after sexual intercourse. 
• Wear cotton underwear and loose-fitting clothes. 
• For women, wipe from front to back after using the toilet. 
• For women, consider switching from a diaphragm or spermicide to another birth control method if 

recurrent UTIs are a problem. Talk to your PCMO about your birth control options. 

If you develop symptoms of a UTI, such as a frequent and intense urge to urinate and/or a painful, burning 
feeling in the bladder or urethra during urination, contact your PCMO right away. 

 Many types of insects and bugs can bite, ranging from mosquitoes to bedbugs. Others can sting, 
such as bees, wasps, and fire ants. Fortunately, most of the time reactions to bites and stings are 
minor, resulting in redness, itching or minor swelling. To take care of these bites or stings, do the 
following to reduce the risk of an infection and to help alleviate the pain: 

• Wash the insect bite or sting with soap and clean, cool water. If you are stung, make sure the 
stinger is no longer in your skin. Remove the stinger by scraping the back of a credit card or 
other straight-edged object across the stinger. Do not use tweezers—these may squeeze the 
venom sac and increase the amount of venom released. 

• Keep the area clean and try not to scratch it. 
• Apply a cold, damp washcloth to reduce swelling. 
• Creams, gels, and lotions applied to the skin, such as calamine, can help, but avoid frequent 

use of numbing creams applied to the skin as these can increase the risk of skin sensitivity.  
 

If an insect bite or sting doesn’t improve, or you see new symptoms, contact your PCMO. If you 
experience any symptoms of a serious allergic reaction, such as difficulty breathing or noticing 
swelling around the face, call your PCMO right away. 
 

 Stress is a common problem for Volunteers and Trainees. Talk to your PCMO if you need help 
managing stress related to work, relationships or other reasons. In addition to speaking with 
your PCMO and using other coping skills to manage stress, consider downloading an app that 
uses evidence-based stress management techniques such as mindfulness and meditation and 
diaphragmatic breathing. Here are three stress management apps that could be useful tools, in 
addition to working with your PCMO on addressing stress: 
 

• Breathe2Relax (Free; iOS and Android)  
• Cleveland Clinic Stress Free Now (Free; iOS)  
• Happify (Free; iOS and Android) 

 

U
rinary Tract Infections

Insect Bites and
 Sting

s
Stress
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KELSEY GUZIAK
Did you have an apodo during service? Nope, just Kelsey (spelled 
Kelsi).

Site and Sector: Health 63, Terrabona, Matagalpa.

Project assignment: Teach sexual and reproductive health to te-
ens and mothers, and promote breastfeeding and healthy eating 
habits at the Casa Materna.

ERIC INSLER
Did you have an apodo during service: Peloncito.

Site and Sector: León, SBD 63.

Project assignment: Coaching entrepreneurship teachers; advi-
sing small business owners.

TIM AND CARESSA KRUTH
Did you have an apodo during service? No.

Site and Sector: Nueva Guinea, RACCS, Health.

Project assignment:  Health 63.

Look for additional exit interviews, and entrance 
interviews, coming soon on the Va Pué blog!

THREE CHEER S 
FOR NIC A 63
  HIP-HIP-HOORAY                                  
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Va Pué recently had a chance to 
sit down with volunteers (read 
sent e-mails to) from Nica 63 and 
ask them the tough questions 
about their service.  Here are the 
responses from the three volun-
teers who were valient enough to 
respond.

Va Pué:  What was the reality of 
your project?

Guziak (G):  I guess I’ll see when 
I come back and visit in 5 years!

Insler (I):  Biking around León 
school to school, business to 
business.

Va Pué:  What was the most/
least useful thing you bought in 
country?

G:  Most useful: aside from my 
computer for music and for 
working, my headlamp and a 
sharp cooking knife; least useful: 
an extension cord and 60% of my 
clothes (I am a paca addict and 
by the end of my service I had a 
totally different wardrobe than 
what I started with!)

I:  My friend gave me a money belt. 
When I got robbed the burglar did 
not realize that there was money 
in the belt that was in my bag 
and it saved me a few thousand 
Cordobas.

Kruths (K):  Febreeze (Most)

Va Pué:  What do you wish you 
had done in Nicaragua?

G: Learned how to make 
Nacatamales!

I:  Salsa dancing lessons or surfing.

K:  Visited Boaco.

Va Pué:  What was the most creative 
way you killed time in your site?

G:  Teaching the kids on my street 
how to play Go Fish in English

I:  I once rode my bike all the way 
to the beach from León.

K:  Bought a bunny and potty 
trained it.

Va Pué:   What books/podcasts/
shows/movies did you get hooked 
on during your service that you 
would like to recommend to other 
volunteers?

G:  Any podcast on NPR, specif-
ically Here & Now, Fresh Air; also 
Radiolab. Favorite TV shows were 
‘Orange is the New Black’ and 
‘Scandal.’

I:  I watched all of How I Met Your 
Mother. I love the show, but the 
ending was a huge disappointment.

Va Pué:  What is the most 
Nicaraguan habit you’ll take home 
with you?

G:  The lip point!

I:  Waking up early. It’s 10:20 AM 
right now and my friends that I am 
currently staying with haven’t even 
stirred. I’ve been to the gym and 
showered already.

K:  Saying “Hi” to everybody.

Va Pué:  What will you miss six 
months from now?

G:  The sunshine (I’m from the 
northeast) and everyone saying 
“adios” to you on the street, and 
the frescos.

I:  Probably some friends that I 
made. Also the heat. Definitely 
the heat in six months. It will be 
December.

K:  Calalas.

Va Pué: What will you not miss six 
months from now?

G: The sound of my host dad 
burping at all hours of the day 
right outside the door to my room.

I:  The noise and my host Mom. She 
could be kind of annoying.

K:  Tardiness.

Va Pué:  How have you changed 
during your service?

G:  I am more comfortable and 
confident being alone, and I am 
not scared of public speaking.

I:  I am more Eric than I ever was 
before.

K:  Grew a beard (Tim); I’m 2 years 
older (Caressa).

Va Pué:  Did you ever want to ET?

G:  Nope.

I:  Yes, but I never seriously con-
sidered it.

K:  Not really. We never really con-
sidered it?

Va Pué:  Do you have any big plans 
for your readjustmant allowance?

G:  I am writing this to you from 
Salento, Colombia! I am backpack-
ing for 10 weeks from Nicaragua to 
Peru (feel free to reach out if you 
want to do the same when you 
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COS!).

I:  Basically all of my money is going 
into grad school – tuition, housing, pur-
chasing necessary stuff (wardrobe, new 
computer, etc.).

K:  Buy a new wardrobe.

Va Pué:  What’s next!?

G: Working a seasonal job at Snowbird, 
in Utah.

I:  Getting an MBA at UNC Kenan-Flagler 
School of Business.

K:  We’re moving to Seoul, Korea

Va Pué:  Any final words of advice?

G:  Three things: 1. take deep breaths 
and keep your chin up; 2. there’s nothing 
a brownie from El Molino can’t fix and 
3. during those charlas, remember to 
channel your inner Beyoncé.

I:  No Camps, No Grants, No Committees.

K:  One, I think one of the most reward-
ing experiences is to visit PCVs in their 
site before your COS conference.

Two, remember you’re on the same 
team with all the other PCVs.  Try to 
develop an appreciation for other’s suc-
cesses rather than compete with them; 
you’ll be a stronger team.
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WHY PEACE CORPS BLOGGINGING 

IS MEANINGFUL WORK
  EMILY NILSEN                                  

As countries around the world seek to advance and connect, Peace Corps 
Volunteers of the 21st century have access to technology that their predeces-
sors never dreamed of.   But with the power of access comes great responsibil-
ity; the Peace Corps Blog was born. Volunteers often start blogging strong. Their 
excitement fuels updates, committing cultural faux pas provide easy and hilari-
ous content, and everything seems so new…for a while.

Then an incredible transition happens. Through integration, gaining cultural under-
standing, and the simple passing of time, a PCV’s host country becomes a little 
more like home. Volunteers might say later that this is when they really started to 
feel like they hit their stride, but it is also often where their blogging faded away. 
It doesn’t have to be though.
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Keeping a Peace Corps Blog can be meaningful and worthwhile work. Even if it hasn’t been updated in 
what you feel is too long, here are six reasons to find some Internet, get yourself a cup of tea, and give 
blogging another go:

Peace Corps’ 3rd Goal: 

“to promote a better under-
standing of other peoples on 
the part of Americans.” – Sharing 
about our host country, people, 
customs, and more is literally 
a third of our job description. 
While our 3rd  goal work  con-
tinues long after we return to 
the states, you will never again 
have such a captivated audience 
as you do during your actual 
service. Whether you’re a month 
in, a year in, or only have a few 
months left, it’s never too late 
to capitalize on that intrigue. 
Peace Corps blogging can be 
an integral part of your job as a 
volunteer.

Blog to record your memories 
and to create a treasure trove of 
stories:

When we’re living an adven-
ture, it’s easy to think that we will 
remember every little detail for 
the rest of our lives: how bright 
and colorful the houses are, the 
smells of the market, the way the 
children run and tackle you when 
you arrive at school. And while 
we will remember a lot, there’s 
much more that can be lost to 
time. Blogging your stories and 
experiences, both big and small, 
can help you create a collection to 
look back on years in the future.

 Writing can be a creative outlet 
and/or a new skill to hone:

Creative PCVs can find a won-
derful release in the craft of 
writing, but even those who do 
not consider themselves word-
smiths have something to gain 
as well. Learning or improving 
your writing skills makes you 
more competitive  in today’s 
work world. Resumes and cover 
letters get your foot in the door, 
succinct and effective reports 
are essential for funding and 
grants, and a well-crafted email 
can almost be considered magic.
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 Reflective volunteers are effective 
volunteers:

In the world of education, having a reflective 
practice is highly encouraged. As an edu-
cator and PCV in the Education Sector, I’ve 
personally experienced the value of reflect-
ing on my lessons, connections, struggles 
and successes and believe they have made 
me a better teacher. The same can be said 
for Peace Corps Volunteers. Blogging gives 
Volunteers both a platform for personal and 
professional reflection. Reflections on suc-
cesses as well as struggles can also help 
readers understand why Peace Corps is 
called the “toughest job you’ll ever love.”

 Seeing is believing:

Using pictures and media brings 
your stories to life. While some 
friends and family might be 
lucky enough to visit you in 
country and immerse them-
selves in your post first hand, 
for the rest of the world your 
stories will be just that, stories. 
Blogging gives PCVs a chance to 
combine stories with visuals and 
sounds to help those back home 
experience a bit of the country 
you’ve come to love.

 You never know what connections you’ll make!:

 If your blog is open for anyone to view, you never know who might stumble upon your site and connect 
with you. Whether RPCVs from your host country, current PCVs stationed in posts around the world, or 
people from non-profits looking to connect with someone on the ground to get a project running, you 
are the world’s oyster. Once we even had someone who works at Peace Corps Headquarters send us this:

“I was asked to provide a quick story of Education Volunteer success for the Performance and Accountability 
Review that goes to Congress annually.  On a hunch, I went to yours and Andrew’s blog and pulled off 
your comment on the STEP program.   So you’ve helped us justify ourselves to Congress.”

In this ever-increasingly connected world, connections matter, and your blog can help you reach con-
tacts you never dreamed of.  

Whether you started blogging strong and slowly faded, or you’re still posting away, may these 6 reasons 
help you vanquish your writer’s block and reconnect you to the meaningful work that is Peace Corps 
blogging.
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Teens from Jalapa and Ciudad 
Antigua learn about HIV and 

teen pregnancy with volunteer 
Jay Armenta.

Nae and Eliana take in a gor-
geous view of Bluefields, 

RACCS.  Tulululu pas ana wow 
now that is what I call a view!

Emily Nielson catches Jen 
Rowley in the classroom!  

Look at all of those attentive high 
schoolers!

Ambassador Dogu shares 
some of her international 

experience and offers advice to 
Nicaraguan teens at this years 

RPCV Joshua Berman (Nica-
15) stopped by the office to 

hang out with Va Pué in June and 
shared this throwback cover with 
us.

Teachers teaching teach-
ers.  Traci Henry instructs 

Nicaraguan English teachers on 
English teaching methodology at 
STEP Esteli.

P H O T O S  F R O M 
T H E  F I E L D
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Feliz aniversario!  Andrew 
and Emily Nilsen celebrate 

their fifth wedding anniversary 
in Miraflor, Esteli.  Who’s that up 
in that tree?

Chavalos making abono in 
Valle de La Laguna with 

Amanda Fisher.  That school 
garden will be thanking those stu-
dents in one months time!  

Nae Werdlove builds an oven 
in the campo... in Boaco.  

Now that’s what I call home cook-
ing.  Ahh, I can smell the cosas de 
horno from here. [Below]

Root root root for the home 
team.  Liz gets decked out 

for jersey day at youth leadership 
camp and is ready to step up to 
the plate.  [Below]

Volunteers Amanda Fisher, 
Katie Coler, and Samuel 

Connor held a two day summer 
camp in January in Diriá, Granada.  
Look at those beautiful faces!

Caught having fun in the 
sun.  Volunteers from across 

Nicaragua enjoy a moment of rest 
and relaxation on Baboon Cays in 
the Pearl Cays.

Volunteer Manda Laporte 
shares the joys of easter with 

Josslyn in La China, Matagalpa.  
Can we hurry up and start look-
ing for the eggs already?


