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Thisclaimer:
Va Pue seeks to inform and entertain its readers, 
and is managed and nearly entirely written by 
PCVs in Nicaragua.  The editors of Va Pue wield 
their power with gusto, standing as bulwarks 
against the onslaught of grammatical travesties 
levied against the English language, but the 
editors are ever forgiving, too, happily accepting 
contributions so long as they may be published 
without endangering anyone’s safety.  

With so noble a mission and enlightened an 
editorial team, you might wonder who would 
be the Debbie Downer that refuses to agree with 
whatever is said on these pages.  But life being 
life, ever mysterious, and capricious about 
lending us its unquestioning endorsement, 
we are compelled to say that the views within 
are solely of the authors who wrote them (that 
seems natural).  As this implies, such views are 
not the Peace Corps’ nor the U.S. Government’s.     

Why you should 
care that we’re on

Debates!
Archived Issues

Insider travel tips
Volunteer blogs and pics

Click HERE to connect to our Facebook Page

http://facebook.com/groups/180250952088737/
http://facebook.com/groups/180250952088737/
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Imagine you are a high school student in a typical Nicaraguan instituto. In most cases, you are crammed 
into a tiny classroom with at least 40 other students. You are squished into a small, uncomfortable 
wooden and metal desk that is missing two pieces of wood in the seat. It is close to lunch time and 

all you can think about is what you will 
eat. You are trying to concentrate on 
the English lesson about pronouns, 
“to be” verbs, or something like that 
but can’t help but be distracted by the 
3 chavalos staring into the classroom 
snickering and the drums from band 
practice resonating throughout the 
classrooms.

 Now, your teacher writes that 
there is a quiz on the whiteboard. You 
didn’t listen to one word the teacher 
said during the class but you must copy 
the entire quiz from the whiteboard 
in your notebook and answer the 
questions before the end of class in 20 
minutes. You are struggling to fight the 
heat, and are distracted by the outside 
noises and side conversations your friends are having in the classroom. There is no way you can take the 

quiz. You didn’t study and missed the last class, so you didn’t even 
have a chance to copy the notes from your friend. 

   This is just a snapshot of what we believe our high school 
students frequently experience while in our English classes. As TEFL 
volunteers , it´s easy to feel frustrated when students are constantly 
being yelled at for being “harraganes” for not doing their homework 
or studying. Before blaming the students for being lazy, we must 
consider the many external factors and distractions these students 
face and the schools’ lack of materials or even adequate classrooms 
we all experience. For example, in my instituto, some classrooms are 
missing complete window panes, doors and even ceiling tiles. It is 
considered a luxury to have a classroom with a full whiteboard.

  In addition to the challenges with the classroom conditions, specifically in English classes, 
we lose and waste a lot of time in the classes. While classes are frequently cancelled for every excuse 
possible, at least half of the class time is spent copying from the whiteboard or papelógrafos (a popular 
volunteer tool) because students do not have any type of book or print copies. Another part of the class is 
spent checking to see if the students copied the material correctly. A third class activity consists of waiting 
for students to flip back through their notebooks to answer a question based on vocabulary or grammar 
taught in a previous lesson. There are many problems that occur from copying. Many of the students 
don’t correctly copy information or notoriously have inconsistent English spelling, while some just give 
up and don’t copy anything at all. Currently, students only have their notebook and a pen or pencil for the 
English class.

“While it 
was certainly 
painstaking 

at times, this 
process allowed 
us to identify a 

whopping 6,357 
errors.”

Nicaraguan English Class
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A Big Change
 The dire picture of classroom conditions we´ve painted is poised to change in the near 
future, due to an important new development: textbooks! Last year, the Ministry of Education, 
(MINED), received grant funding to create and print English books for all the students, as well as 
new books for Math, Science and Social Studies. Combining the experience and expertise of many 
Nicaraguan English teachers, the English books contain content based on the MINED curriculum, 
communicative activities and current examples the students can apply to their real lives.

 After they had compiled a different text book for each grade (7th – 11th), and held focus 
groups for English teachers all over the country to review the books,  MINED asked the TEFL group 
for help with editing the overall content in May 2013.  Our group of 11 TEFL volunteers from TEFL 
57 and 60 formed a “task force” of editors to review the books page by page to evaluate grammar, 
punctuation, vocabulary and typographical errors. 

Hitting the Books
 In just one long weekend, we conquered the job of editing all five books, each containing at 
least 100 pages, with the help of a lot of coffee, bagels and pizza. Free food certainly never hurts 
when you’re trying to get volunteers to help out with a project.
 
 To ensure that our edits were as thorough as possible, task force members teamed up, and 
each edited half a book manuscript. Red ink and post it notes flew with abandon. Then, each team 
reviewed another team´s work, double checking errors.  As a final step, each team created a report of 
general comments for MINED to evaluate the books. having native speakers available to help with 
this process helped improve the books´ quality. For example, someone who had studied English as 
a Second Language might not know that the word ¨glazier¨ very rarely appears in every day speech, 
whereas we were able to suggest teaching other vocabulary, such as ¨repairman.¨
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 While it was certainly painstaking at times, this process allowed us to identify a whopping 6,357 
errors, as well other elements such as layout and activities that help the books to better serve their 
purpose.  And it certainly wasn’t without its lighter moments. As you may remember from college, 
there´s a magical madness that starts to take over after you’ve been sitting in a chair for over eight 
hours, staring at printed pages. It´s an even more zany and memorable experience when the people 
you´re with happen to be some of your closest TEFL PCV friends.

Nurturing a Productive Partnership
 The project itself represents a positive and growing partnership between MINED and the 
TEFL Peace Corps program. This partnership is a very logical one, as the two entities complement 
each other’s´ strengths well: MINED has vast connections throughout the country, whereas the TEFL 
program is able to provide 
quality, focused programming 
to supplement their efforts. 
 
 Beyond supporting each 
other at an official level, this 
project has strengthened ties 
between MINED and the Peace 
Corps, by letting PCVs do what 
we do best: building personal 
connections. While our 
weekend of hard work had left 
5 manuscripts, brimming with 
colorful post its and red ink, the 
changes still needed to be input 
into the original documents. 
Five PCVs dedicated over two 
weeks of work to this task, 
working one by one to make 
changes on a computer in the 
corner of the MINED office. Along the way, they spent many hours alongside MINED counterparts, 
building relationships and demonstrating our successful professional and personal connections 
between MINED and the PCVs.
 
 As an acknowledgment of TEFL´s hard work on the project, MINED made a generous 
gesture; at the TEFL 60 July IST, they asked TEFLeros and their counterparts to vote on the cover 
for the textbooks. Based on this selection, a young mestizo couple, dancing in traditional garb, will 
be gracing the covers of English books come February.

You know it’s HOT when...
The abuelita next door starts rocking some Nica AC

-Kacie Gartland, SBD 59

It’s an average day in Chinandega and Pinolillo won’t stop 
complaining about the heat.

-Colby Branch, AG 59

10-word book review:
“The Death of Ben Linder” by Joan 
Kruckewitt:

- American killed bringing hydro-electricity 
to war zones in Nicaragua.

- Gerald Berthelette, AG 59
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Looking Forward
 If everything goes as planned, every high school student will have textbooks for the 2014 
school year.  The textbooks are expected to last three years, with plans to revise an updated version 
after that time. 

 With the new books, there are obvious benefits for the teachers and students. As TEFL 60 
volunteers, we consider the new books to be an excellent opportunity, as well as a foreseen challenge. 
We´re spending our first year working with our counterpart English teachers without textbooks, but 
it´s possible that we will spend our second year with textbooks. We predict that having books will 
change the dynamics of planning classes, teaching and evaluating our students. having been such 
an integral part of the textbook editing process, we have an idea of how much work the teachers 
will need to do for the same lessons. The book is designed to be a tool to facilitate teaching, not a 
replacement for teaching. Fortunately, MINED understands this fear of ours as well, and will focus 
on giving teacher trainings in every department when the books are ready, to prepare the teachers 
on how to use the books correctly and effectively in planning and teaching their English classes.
 
 Imagine you are a high school student a year from now.  You’re still battling the distractions 
from in and outside the classroom, but you now have an English textbook with all the information 
that was previously written on the whiteboard or papelógrafos. You’ve taken the book home to 
do your homework and even found it enjoyable to look at the pictures with the new vocabulary. 
You find that you also have energy to participate as you didn’t spend time copying. You now feel 
confident to take the quiz and noticed how fast the class passed.

Last Night’s Chat...
“I just love Tepce”

“Y0 ahorita bengo yegando del cuadro est0y en 
la casa dnd mi aguela admuerz0 y yego.”

10-word book review:
“Candide” by Voltaire:

-Boy hears about fate. Finds out 
that there is none.

-David Mcwilliams, ENV 57
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Haiku Corner
This month’s topic was Nicaraguan fashion. 
Enjoy the best 5-7-5’s that PCV’s had to offer

They’re way, way too tight!
Ten pounds of sugar in a
Five pound bag.¡Ay Dios!

-Sarah robinson

Sesame Street face.
Not just for kids anymore...

Just ask abuelo

Bright-colored jeggings:
Yellow, lime green and hot pink

Gotta get them all.

-Carli Dean

Clothes abound and bind.
My thoughts: leave nothing to the

imagination.

-Ilana hipshman

´Merican rejects.
h.E.B in Managua.

her chest reads: Got Swag?

-Amanda Doenges

Superglue or gel?
A hedgehog could learn much from

Your spike-like hair style.

-David Wolfson

My jeans are too tight
But my muffin top looks great 

Loan me tacones 

-Sarah hinton

hollister? No Way
Abercrombie? Tampoco

Fakes at their finest.

-Gerald Berthelette

Last Night’s Chat...
“Can you still put a community meeting on your 

VRF if nobody shows up?”

“Omg!!! Using my new toothbrush…So 
amazing.”

10-word book review:
“What is the What” by  Dave Eggars:

-Lost Boys of Sudan overcome insurmountable 
travesties to find freedom.

-Gerald Berthelette, AG 59
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So You Want To Be a Biznero?
 Many have heard the call, the brave have 
answered, and only the crème de crème are selected to 
serve in the Small Business Development (SBD) sector 
of the United States Peace Corps. They are the few, the 
proud, the polo-adorned, and this is their article. 
 To start off, let’s go over the profile of a SBD 
Volunteer. Most volunteers have at least a Bachelor’s 
in Business or Economics from a four-year university, 
and indeed many have their Masters in Business 
Administration or similar post-graduate work. Looking 
through the wardrobe of a SBD, one will find copious 
amounts of short-sleeved button downs and polo shirts. 
Jeans and khakis are a must as well to maintain a level of 
respect with your co-workers and students. Un-ironed 
shirts, scuffed shoes, and stained shirt/blouses will be 
pointed out much to your chagrin. Solid computing 
skills are a must, along with a high tolerance for long 
meetings with teachers, local business/government 
representatives, co-ops, and students asking for you to 
go over Punto de Equilibrio again.
 Before we go any further, the author would be 
remiss in his duties if he were to let you go on reading 
that life as a Biz-Wiz is a mundane existence of dress 
codes, meetings, and grant applications. Each and 
every SBD Volunteer needs to use every trick in the 
book to fight through a plethora of problems faced 
on a daily basis that include, but are not limited to: 
unprepared students, over-charging cobradors, flirting 
students, angry or confused local government, 60+ 
student classes, missed meetings or planning sessions 
(again), student fights, avoiding stinky backpackers in 
your site, poorly behaved students, money wielding- 
NGO’s/Church Brigades, prying students, wild animals 
interrupting classes,  and worst of all- the phrase, “Si 
dios quiere.”

   An average day might look very different 
depending on the volunteer you choose to profile. The 
program spans across the entire country of Nicaragua, 
from the Pacific to Atlantic, from Madriz to the Rio 
San Juan.  Despite this diversity, it is reasonably safe to 
say that the day of the Business Volunteer begins with 
waking up. With classes starting at 7:00am, a volunteer 
might get up at 5:30 (or whenever the chickens wake 
up) to shower, eat, and catch a passing bus out to their 
scheduled school for the day. After teaching various 
90 minute classes on entrepreneurship to tenth and 
eleventh grade students, our lucky volunteer would 
likely come back to their home to eat lunch and take a 
bit of a rest. After eating a delicious and nutritious meal 
of rice, beans, and tortilla, our hypothetical volunteer 
would return to a school to teach another class, pursue 
side projects such as advising a local business financially, 
working around your neighbor’s pulperia to gain trust, 
working with youth groups, helping co-ops manage 
workers or time, or even working with a cross sectorial 
project and another volunteer. 
 To a PCV from another sector, the Small 
Business Development program is best known for the 
annual Gala fundraiser and the National Emprendedor 
Competition. The fundraiser gives everyone a chance 
to get dolled up in their Sunday best, dance, and enjoy 
what can only be described as a feast. While this event is 
certainly in the spotlight because of the copious amounts 
of dancing that is to be expected, it is important not to 
lose focus on the Emprendedurismo fair which is the 
true goal of every Bizenero. 
 The national competition is held in November 
every year in Managua. The attending student groups 
have each won a local, municipal, and departmental 
competition with their own original product or 
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service that they created and wrote business plans 
for. The process of getting students to work together 
in a productive way can often be a painful process for 
the Business Volunteers, but watching one’s students 
compete as a team in the national competition would 
be a high point of any Volunteer’s service. The end goal 
of this program is not only to start small businesses 
with the youth in Nicaragua, but to prepare the 
next generation of workers for the business world. 
Interviews, presentations, and resumes, are all part of 
the rapidly developing economy. With hard work, a 
good counterpart, and lots of luck a Bizenero can be 
cultivating the business leaders of tomorrow. 

Photo Credits: Kacie Gartland and David Wolfson

 
The SBD group 

recognizes that it would be 
impossible to explain all of the ins 

and outs of being a Bizenero, but when 
asked to explain their service in 5 words the 

volunteers came up with the following;

Evan Fournier- Always having charlas 
after dinner

Henry Espinoza- Internet craved multi 
hat individual

Kacie Gartland- Classy, sassy, un 
poco trashy.

10-Word Music Review
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Manualidades
...Not just for Environment volunteers

Paper Mache Piggy Banks
 here’s an idea I did with a girls’ camp at Circulo 
de Amigas in Jinotega city.  Make paper mache piggy 
banks!  Start with a blown up balloon, cover it with strips 
of newspaper dipped in a flour/water mixture (no exact 
science here, just get some flour and add water until it’s a soupy consistency).  Make a couple coats of newspaper 
so the balloon gets well covered.  Next cut some toilet paper rolls into smaller round sections and add on 4 little 
piggy feet, a cute piggy nose and two small triangles for ears using the strips of wet newspaper to stick them on 
well.  Let it dry for a day or so until it’s nice and hard, then make a slit in the top where your coins go and pop the 
balloon inside.  You can then paint your piggy bank and add a little curly-q tail if you like! 

 For Medio Ambiente Day we held an environment- themed pageant. We used all recycled 
materials to make costumes to compete in the pageant. 24 Elementary school students from 3rd 
through 6th grades competed to be “Miss Chica Ambiental” and “El Rey Sol”. The students competed 
in various rounds including a recycled materials costume show, and a question and answer round 
about a variety of environmental topics.

Contributed by,
Sarah Robinson, AG 56,
Teresa Sifferman, MCH55
Rebekka Ragusa, ENV 54

You know it’s HOT when...
Dye from your blue jeans stains your white cotton underwear due 

to all of the sweating you’ve done throughout the day.
-Anonymous RSJ’er

You are nude every chance you get... so long as your family is out.
-Elvira Camargo, SBD 59

10-Word Music Review
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis:
“Can’t Hold Us” Remix

Huge drops and tantalizing sax 
solos, Big Gigantic kills it

-Tim Hoisington, ENV 60
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6. Cut along the lines 
(wrong side showing)

Hermosa Paper Beads

 Many volunteers already know how to make paper beads, but do they know how to make them 
so that they are gorditas?  When I started making paper beads with the ladies at my casa materna, it 
was an immediate success, but I still wanted to learn how to make them thicker.  I eventually figured 
out the way to make the beads bien hermosas was to use very long strips of paper.  So, I started putting 
two strips of magazine paper together to make one long one.  here are the instructions with photos;

1.Everything you’ll need: paper, 
toothpicks, ruler, pencil, scissors, 
and clear nail polish.

2. Fashion magazines are great, since 
they’ll always have crazy colors.  This 
is the side that will be showing when 
the bead is done, so all marking will 
be done on the other (wrong) side.

3. Make a one inch mark 
on one end of the paper

4. Make two half inch 
marks on the bottom

5. Draw a line from the 
one inch mark to the 
two half inch marks

7. Glue the two pieces 
of paper together 
(right side showing)

8. Starting from the wider 
end, roll the paper around a 
toothpick, making sure that 
the wrong side is up.

10. The finished product!
9. Roll until you get to the end, and 
then glue the tail on (I’ve found glue 
sticks work really well for this step, 
since you don’t have to wait for the 
glue to dry before proceeding to the 
next step).  Once it’s secure, coat with 
clear nail polish or plain craft glue.
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Bottle Cap Earrings
Teresa Sifferman, MCH55
 Bottle caps are super easy to find, since you can go to one pulperia, ask them to save their 
tapas, and the next day they’ll give you a bag of about fifty.  They also make a fun activity for your 
youth group, panzonas, or just yourself.

1. First, you’ll have to scratch off 
the little plastic disk on the back 
of the caps. Pepsi-brand caps are 

harder to pull off, but come off 
much cleaner than Coke-brand, 

which tend to leave a little reside 
behind.

2.Next, flatten the caps 
with a hammer.

3. Make a hole where you will attach the ring and hook for the earring; a nail will do fine.

          4. Now paint the newly-formed disks any way you want.  Acrylic paints and nail polishes work great.
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Nica Map

There is a lonely wall in your community.  It needs love, it needs cartography. 

*The hard/tedious part of putting a map together is the fundraising.  
Successful fundraising efforts have included movie nights (at a local church 
or in a classroom), food sales or soliciting donations from local businesses 
for raffle. This is the biggest effort you will put forth in getting your map 
painted.  It is painful and takes motivation, but you can do it.  We promise.

VINE has a project to solve this problem.  In early 2013, VINE created the Nicaragua 
Map Project, designed to educate PCVs and their communities about the geography 
of this beautiful land.  We see the Nicaragua Map Project as a great opportunity for 
teaching and learning; a tool for institutos, community centers, parks, etc.  To complete 
the project you need the following ingredients:

1. A sad wall. 
2. Córdobitas for paint supplies.*
3. A printed VINE Nicaragua Map Project packet.
4. A group of students with rulers, pencils and ganas. 
5. About two total weeks for planning, practice and execution.
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10-word music review:
Beastie Boys: “The Mix-Up”

-Think they just rap? Think again.  All 
instrumental, kicks ass.

-Gerry Berthelette, AG 59

On that front, VINE will provide monies towards the basic paint supplies for the 
first FIVE applicants who are serious about painting a Nicaragua map in their 
community.  FrEE MoNEY! Any PCV with the ingredients above should 
send an email to vine.pcni@gmail.com with the following information:

1. Name
2. Sector / #
3. Site
4. Picture and brief description of your sad wall.
5. Budget with prices in your community for basic paint supplies kit: 
4 paint brushes (2 pinceles y 2 brochas)
2 carpenter pencils
5 x 1 quart cans of paint (Blue, red, Yellow, Black and White)
1 jug of paint thinner. 

Again, the first FIVE who come correct with the above information will be awarded 
funds toward supplies. Please send questions to vine.pcni@gmail.com 

One Time,
VINE

You buy a bag of ice just to lay on it.
      -Hannah Tarrien, SBD59

The only seat left is on top of the engine in the front, and all 
the windows are put up when it starts to rain.

-Sarah Hinton, TEFL 57

You know it’s HOT when...
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Feel like you’ve   
     been left out                  to dry?

I’ve Been There:   A Few Tips on Changing Sites

Due to a security incident, I was permanently removed from my site shortly 
after completing my sixth month in service. I had already grown close to my 
host family and had become, in my opinion, fairly well integrated into my 

community. The security incident I experienced robbed me of any sense of comfort I 
had felt in site, making the thought of staying in my community unbearable. For me, 
changing sites was a positive thing: a chance to begin again, and hopefully have more 
of the experience I set out to have when applying for the Peace Corps.

 I spent nearly two months in transition before receiving my new site. It was 
definitely a long time to be stuck in Managua, but I was more than willing to wait if it 
meant receiving a new site that was right for me. I am thankful  the PC staff took that 
time for the site development process. 

 I am also very appreciative of the fact that they allowed me to be part of the whole 
selection process. having some sense of control over my future in-country made me 
much more comfortable and  willing to stick it out. I feel very fortunate because I know 
that it is not always possible to involve the volunteer to the extent that I was involved, 
nor is it always feasible to offer options as I had been.
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My tips for your 
time spent in 

Managua are as 
follows:

-Take advantage of your proximity to several good 
supermarkets and buy food that you can prepare in the hotel 
kitchen; it will save you quite a bit of money over time. Ask for 
a mini-fridge in your room so that you can store supplies and 
leftovers. If none are available, ask if you can use the hotel’s fridge 
from time to time. Get to know the food deals in the area, so that 
when you do eat out you can save money. 
-Store what you don’t need in the PC bodega. It’s a hassle to keep 
your entire life in a small, shared hotel room. It also makes the 
aforementioned therapeutic getaways more difficult.
-Ask Miguel if he would be willing to help you with your laundry. 
It’s cheaper for Peace Corps and just as fast.
Try to get some exercise: sign up for a spin class, go to the gym 
(there’s a nice one on the main road right by La Union) or walk 
around the mall.
-If you’re like me, you might want to try to keep busy. Ask around 
the office to see if there are any activities that you can take part in, 
or if there’s any work for you to do. Talk with fellow volunteers to 
find opportunities for collaboration.
-Talk with a PCMO, a PSN member or someone else you trust. 
They can help you to process your experience and work through 
any feelings of anxiety, fear, depression, frustration or anger that 
you might have.

 Telling other volunteers about your experience is up to you. If you really want to 
keep your reasons for being in Managua a secret, you can blame medical – it’s not un-
believable, after all. Telling your family and loved ones is trickier; they are far away and 
are probably already worried about you. The news of an incident and subsequent site 
change may lead to unnecessarily high levels of anxiety and fear, which will be made 
worse by the fact that they can do nothing for you. They may advise you to ET and come 
home. They may want to visit – if only to pack your bags and push you onto a plane 
headed for the States. 
 I decided to tell my parents after I had been permanently moved out of my site, 
and was feeling more emotionally stable and rested. Giving myself time to recuperate 
and process my experience made it easier to break the news in a calm, coherent man-
ner. It also helped my friends and family back home to know that I was safe, and that 
the situation was being dealt with appropriately.

Sincerely, Anonymous
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“I think I might have scabies, too.”

“My first ever pregnancy test and ultrasound today!”

10-word movie review:
“Space Jam” Directed by: Joe Pytka 

A classic revisited. MJ should have won 
an Oscar. 

-Chelsea Anelli, TEFL 60

Staff spotlight
The infamous Ortega, Flor de Maria.  We see her name in our inbox,  a lot, she’s 

constantly checking up on us, and always letting us know of important updates in 
Nicaragua and our grand ole’ country abroad. She works harder than we know, and for 
that, we commend her. Va Pue took the time to interview Flor to get to know a little bit 
more about her so that we could share her story with all you volunteers who have yet to 

meet her, and here is what we found out.

Q: What did you study in university? 
A: Marketing – St. Petersburg Junior College, Clearwater, Florida.
Q: How long have you worked in the PC office? 
A:: Two years at Peace Corps – eight years for US Embassy
Q: Do you have children? 
A: Two, one girl who is 11 years old, and a boy of 8.
Q: What is the worst job you ever had? 
A: None. 
Q: What are your favorite hobbies? 
A: Site seeing & dancing.
Q: What gets you up in the morning? 
A: Only my alarm. 
Q: What are your daily responsibilities in the office? 
A: I Manage CD and DPT agenda. I also liaison for World Wide School enrollment, support logistics for 
Volunteers Committees and Events as well as the COS and PDM Conferences and send massive email dis-
tribution as per request. 
Q: Where do you live? 
A: Veracruz, Masaya.
Q: What is your favorite place to eat lunch near the office? 
A: Piccadilly (or Pane e Vino once in a while).
Q: When do you feel that you are the most helpful to PCVs? 
A: I am always available at any time and Volunteers are my priority. The best answer is always!
Q: If you had a million dollars, what would you do?  
A: help needy people around me.    

Last Night’s Chat...
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As a Peace Corps Volunteer, 
I would have never 

thought that my greatest 
achievement would be to build 
a park for disabled children 
here in Nicaragua. But here 
we are; my community 
and I are about to finish a 
playground and a soccer field 
that was funded through the 
Peace Corps Partnership and 
community donations. I have been volunteering at 
the Escuela Especial in San Marcos since February 
2012, giving English class through Nicaraguan sign 
language to the deaf students. Enrolled students have 
disabilities varying from autism, Down’s syndrome, 
Cerebral Palsy, deafness, muteness, blindness, and 
various handicaps. 

 After becoming close with the principal of 
the school, I asked her what type of projects could 
be done there. She suggested we build a park that 
catered to handicapped children. I loved the idea and 
we went with it. We both started to do our research, 
and then in September we started the Peace Corps 
Partnership proposal. Creating a design and the 
budget with help from the engineers in the mayor’s 
office, we completed the entire proposal by the 
beginning of November. It was a very thorough and 
intense process, but it helped me learn more about 
the school, the children, San Marcos and the people 
I was working with. 

 The proposal was approved by Peace Corps 
staff in Nicaragua and then sent to Washington. 
When project was finally approved by the end of 
February (3 months later!), I sent the proposal to 
my family, friend, past employers, past teachers and 
professors and businesses, as well as being uploaded 
on to Peace Corps website. We needed around 5,000 

dollars, and I sent out emails every day soliciting 
donations. I also put the project everyday on Facebook 
and joined PeaceCorpsConnect.org, soliciting people 
from my home state and rPVCs from Nicaragua. We 
eventually received the full funding by the end of 
April. I will never forget the feeling when I realized 
that this was actually going to happen. I was ecstatic. 
It was such a wonderful moment in my life. 

 The check finally arrived to the Peace Corps 
office in mid-May. I was in charge of the banking 
necessities, while the principal started organizing the 
teachers, parents, students, and mayor’s office. With 
everyone on board, building began on June 1st. We 
have had so much support and help. Every day, we 
had some sort of outside help.  On any given day, you 
could see parents, teachers, students, technicians 
from the mayor’s office, youth volunteers, brothers, 
sisters, grandparents, the delegado, the principal, 
my counterparts, my girlfriend, my site mate, my 
Japanese site mate, or other PCVs all out helping 
me.  My dad even came to help for two weeks. 
 
 We have nearly completed the whole park, 
and are putting the finishing touches on the last bits. 
Everyone is grateful for the project, and the kids 
love it! People tell me how it will help the students 
out so much and what a beautiful idea it is. The 
park utilizes over 150 tires recycled throughout the 

A Special Park for Special 
Needs

Mike Hendricks, TEFL 57



 Table of  Contents                       October 2013 - VaPue     22

construction of the park. It has two sandboxes, two tire climbing walls, a metal tube climbing ladder, an 
up and down tire stairway, three see-saws made from tires, two swing sets made with tires, monkey bars, 
two playground towers connected with a bridge that includes a fireman pole, a tire tunnel, a garden, and 
a multi-purpose soccer field. 

 

 The soccer field will be used for soccer, volleyball, basketball, disability exercises, and a 
game called golbol. It is an athletic game for blind people using a ball with bells. The ball is 
thrown by one team while the other team listens, trying to stop it before it passes through 
the goal. It is quite interesting to watch.  

 The “Special Needs Park” for the Escuela Especial in San Marcos benefits students with varying 
disabilities from San Marcos and neighboring towns. With specially designed features for the handicapped 
and disabled to play and interact in a fun and safe environment, the children of the Escuela Especial 
will be able to grow mentally, physically, socially, and emotionally. On a playground, children learn self-
confidence, decision-making skills, and how to work with others. I have already noticed this while they are 
playing. It has truly been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life.

You know it’s HOT when...
You see heat waves coming off the grass.

-Alexa Weiss, AG 59

You can’t do anything but sit, and sweat.
Tracy  W. Borden-Wood, AG 59

10-word music review:
“The Goat Rodeo Sessions” by
Yo-Yo Ma, Stuart Duncan, Edgar Meyer, 
Chris Thile

- Bluegrass music played at orchestral skill 
level with Yo-Yo Ma.

-David Wolfson, SBD 59
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Imagine waking up every day at 5:00 a.m. 
to load up the two-wheeled cart with empty 
plastic bottles, jugs and buckets, and pushing 

it all the way from the outskirts of town to the 
water tank to pump water. The line at the water 
pump never really goes down because the same 
people that filled up their plastic bottles, jugs, 
etc. with water have returned to make another 
trip in order to collect enough water to survive 
the day. It’s a constant, repetitive chore day after 
day sometimes making up to 5 trips just to collect 
enough water to provide for the family. As you 
make probably your 3rd or 4th trip from the 
water pump and back to your house, you pass the 
houses that live in the main part of the community 
with an envious glare as they have the luxury of 
having a faucet in the convenience of their patio. 
Although they only receive water an hour a day, 
it is still considered a higher standard of living to 
have a faucet right there in your patio. To receive 
water without having to push a cart under the hot 
sun  back and forth to your house everyday was 
just a dream to many, a dream that may never 
have come true until the community, the mayor, 
and I got together to make that dream a reality. 
The community of Villa Dolores was founded 
in 1999, when homeless survivors of hurricane 
Mitch, initially consisting of a total of 100 houses 
and 408 citizens came here. Those 408 citizens 
increased to 614 and still continue to grow today, 
but are still relying on a 14 year old water system 
that could barely provide enough water to the 
original citizens after the disaster. Those that are 
connected to the water system receive water three 
times daily, lasting approximately twenty minutes 
each.  This is the maximum amount of water that 
can be provided due to the low capacity of the tank 
and the high demand from the community.
The idea of the water project was to expand the 
water pumping system and to amplify the water 
tank for distribution of drinking water to the 208 
people of Villa Dolores living without water. After 
over a year of planning with the mayor and the 

water committee in the community, we finally 
started the project in April of 2013. Phase one 
of the project consisted of installing a new tank 
with the existing old tank for higher capacity, and 
repainting/repairing the old tank which was badly 
deteriorating due to weather. In June 2013, the 
mayor donated $15,000 to the project, enough 
for an additional water tank of 3,500 gallons, 
its metal support structure, and many other 
accessories, along with salaries for the engineers, 
tech workers, etc. Initial cleaning of the site, 
community meetings and constructing a work 
calendar kicked things off. 
 Phase two of the project consisted of 
the $6,000 that Peace Corps/SPA contributed 
which was used to buy over 400 PVC tubes and  
accessories, painting the inside of the old tank, 
and also the renting of a jackhammer to break 
all the volcanic rock for the installation of tubes. 
The community members are the ones that gave 
the most; not with money, but with labor. The 
community came together starting on June 4th 
and worked every day until July 13th, from dawn 
to dusk.  They dug over 2.3 kilometers of trenches, 
ranging from two to eight  feet deep in order to 
install the main water tubes which connected the 
waterless houses to the two new and improved 

   Big Gulps For A Small Town
 Carly Steinhauer, ENV 57
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water tanks, thus providing water to the 208 community members that were living without. 

 Now, after over a year of planning and 3 months of actual labor, all of the citizens in Villa Dolores have 
a cleaner and safer water tank and system and improved access to water. Men, women and children came 
together as a whole to achieve something extraordinary. Something that they also received that not even I 
expected was a bond that developed amongst the working members of the community. Their hard labor, 
sweat, tears and sacrifices created an unspoken respect between every community member despite their 
religion, political views, economic stance and even gender.  It was rewarding to know that I helped take part 
in bringing water to people that were without, but it’s even more rewarding to know that this project sparked 
a positive bond between the community members that will and already have inspired future projects for the 
betterment of the community. Some citizens are already working together to install water meters to houses 
and hope to gather enough money to accomplish the project independently and without aid. It took a lot of 
patience, positive thinking, reassurance and perseverance to successfully finish this project, but to achieve 
something beautiful you have to fight, and this fight was worth fighting for. 

Last Night’s Chat...
“We never reached the place, but we did buy 

21 cuajada, 1 gal milk, 4 chickens, and I’m 
looking into buying a piglet. So I’d still call it a 

success”

10-word book review:
“The Sun Also Rises”
by Ernest Hemmingway:

- When in doubt about your world, have 
another drink.

-David Wolfson, SBD 59
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10-word book review:
Afternoon delight suddenly seems highly disagreeable.

-Stefan Schwartz, AG 59

The shirt you wore that day needs to be hung up to dry next 
to your newly washed clothes because it is equally as wet.

-Lauren Barrette, SBD 59

“The Fountainhead” by Ayn Rand:

- Heroes with integrity, objective and 
purity-loving. Individualism trumps 
collectivism.

-Brittany Klooster, TEFL 57

Meet howard Lyon! 
 I  had the opportunity to sit down and have a chat 

with howard Lyon, so he could use our lovely news magazine 

as a platform to introduce himself to all volunteers.  his 

current role is as an expert consultant, helping with the 

transition between the departure of Carol and his own 

instatement as the new Country Director in February.  As 

an rPCV from Guatemala and a former CD in Costa rica, 

Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Bolivia, he is in the unique 

position to provide a nuanced perspective to volunteer 

service.  howard explained that of all the countries he has 

served in, his favorite is Guatemala for all the personal 

growth he did as a volunteer, and a CD.  Between Nicaragua 

and Guatemala, he has 14 godchildren and an untold number of grand-godchildren at this point.  

 howard feels able to help volunteers without necessarily intervening in their service.  he says, “Through work, we achieve all 

goals that this [service] is supposed to deliver to the Volunteer.”  To make PC service better, he embraces the five year commitment, 

because for him the first two years are needed just to figure out what is going on and it takes two years to do anything about it.  As we 

all know, recent worldwide and country specific safety and security requirements have been implemented, so the next few years will be 

focused on tweaking the policies and applying them in equitable ways.  In that light, staffing is a key component to that process, and he 

seeks to ensure that the productivity of the office staff is always focused on the Volunteer’s authentic work experience

 howard plans to focus on better communication between volunteers and staff to increase the effectiveness of volunteers.   As a 

personal goal, howard wants to do his best to get the Aggies back within his tenure as CD.  Ultimately, howard is excited to be back in 

a country he is so familiar with.  he loves the geography and natural beauty of Nicaragua and is excited to be a part of one of the best 

countries in the world to serve as a volunteer. 

You know it’s HOT when...
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 When I first applied to the Peace Corps, I 
thought the two year commitment was something 
of a binding contract.  You had to stay put for the 
entire two years; you weren’t allowed to leave the 
country save for outstanding circumstances like 
wars, rape, or severed limbs.  I think that first 
impression went a long ways towards steeling 
myself against going back home.  I decided to 
consider this a learning experience, a way of 
recreating the immigrant experience my parents 
had when they came to the States.  It has been 
decades since my parents went back home. Two 
years should be the least I could do.
 People point out that my parents went from 
a poor country to a rich one, thus 
the transition was different.  The 
implication always was that their 
transition was easier.  “They went 
from a land of scarcity to a land 
of plenty!”  I beg to differ.  After 
two years, the only things I find myself looking 
forward to in the States are my friends and family.  
Yes, I’m sure eating a real hot dog will be nice, and 
it will be sweet to watch an entire YouTube clip 
without constant buffering, but these were never 
the things that had me thinking maybe I should 
just dip into my meager savings and make a trip 
back home.  After a while, the lack of the things you 
took for granted or enjoyed in the US slip out of 
your mind.  They become fond memories of a past 

life that becomes further and further removed as 
time goes by.  Just as family and friends remained 
the most important things on my mind when 
I lost air conditioning, washing machines, and 
smartphones, so I am sure they remained the most 
important things for my parents when they gained 
all those things in the States.
 The truth is you can’t make it through 
your entire service here without going back if 
you’re always thinking of home.  The body can’t 
exist without the mind, and if your mind is 
always wandering back to California, or Texas, or 
wherever you’re from in the States, your body is 
going to suffer for it.  You’re going to be depressed, 

sick, and lonely, and eventually you’re 
going to need to go back.  At some 
point, I just stopped thinking as 
much about home.  Conversations 
over the phone stopped being about 
the fact that I was away and focused 

more on the life I was living in Nicaragua.  Emails 
began to take on a more generic tone, as if it had 
always been the case that I lived abroad and my 
friends and family in the States.  I stopped going on 
Facebook.  At first it didn’t help to see my friends 
living lives that I was no longer a part of, later it 
was like watching strangers live strange lives.  
 I began a new life.  You integrate deeper 
into your community.  You spend more time with 
your friends in town.  When you get restless you 

“I decided to consider this 
a learning experience, a way of 

recreating the immigrant experi-
ence my parents had ...”

Two  Years in the wilderness
Ronald Park, SBD 56
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visit other parts of the country; the parts you 
haven’t been to before.  Every step of the way you 
focus on the positives, the things about Nicaragua 
that make it great.  Perhaps strangely, part of the 
process involved spending less time with other 
volunteers.  Some of that was due to integration.  
If I was going to integrate in my community, I 
would need to spend time there, which meant I 
couldn’t spend time meeting up with volunteers in 
other parts of the country.  The other part was that 
you can’t see other volunteers without confronting 
what you left behind.  Too often conversations 
between volunteers turn towards the States.  
Early on, these conversations would only pick at 
an itch I was trying to leave alone, later the same 
conversations just seemed strange and foreign.
 Now that two years have passed, it seems 
that I’m starting anew all over again.  It isn’t that 
I now feel Nicaraguan; despite all the integrating, 
I have never once felt remotely Nicaraguan during 
my time here.  I think rather it’s because, going back, 
I don’t feel particularly American.  Not once during 
my time here have I been “mistaken” for a gringo 
by anybody (Nicaraguan, foreign tourist, PCV, or 
other).  I have never been asked if I am from the 
States.  Even when I identify myself as American 
the follow-up questions always center on where 
I’m really from and what I really am.  Usually the 
clarifying responses, rather than painting myself 

as a unique American, have taken me further 
away from that identity.  Between explaining 
what I ate everyday growing up, to showing the 
difference between Korean and Chinese writing 
systems, I’ve probably talked 1,000 times more 
about my Korean culture and heritage than my 
American one.  Combined with my reduced 
contact with friends back home and volunteers 
in country, never before have I felt more Korean 
than my two years here.  
 The notion of going back carries an odd 
time travel quality to it.  There’s a vision of the 
United States that I carry with me, but one I 
necessarily know has to be false.  Time didn’t 
stop in May 2011, and the home I find is going to 
be different from the one I left.  The more I think 
about it, the more I realize that I know less and 
less about the country I’m going back to.  how can 
phone conversations and photographs make up 
for two years of life?  There are always things left 
unsaid and you find yourself craning your neck 
trying see around the edges of the photo, trying 
to get some more of that context that is going 
to make everything make sense.  Ultimately, I 
realize that I’m not really going back home at all; 
that actually I’m going to a whole new place that, 
while still very familiar, holds its own surprises 
and things to learn.  It’s going to be an adventure, 
and I can’t wait.
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Dental Health
 in the Amazon

Jess Bixby, MCh 58

Working in development, we often think 
of big problems plaguing countries 

and populations; HIV, high unemployment, 
malaria, illiteracy, and climate change. These 
are undeniably large  problems; however, 
another issue particularly challenging to Latin 
America is childhood tooth decay. Caries, 
more commonly known as tooth decay, is the 

most common childhood disease worldwide, 
affecting up to 60-90% of children around the 
globe. A change in diet, from traditional foods 
to packaged food high in carbohydrates and 
sugar, as well as a lack of proper hygiene, are the 
major contributors to this entirely preventable 
problem. Unfortunately, many people, including 
development professionals (and parents), do 
not see oral health as a serious problem affecting 
populations, nor deserving of the attention and 
funding. However, poor oral health in children 
can lead to infection, malnutrition, general 
illness, poor physical development, severe 
mouth pain, which in turn can lead to poor 
performance in school. 

 I was introduced to the topic of oral health 
right before beginning my PC service. I met 
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with a doctor and professor 
at UC-Berkeley and UCSF, 
dr. Karen Sokal-Gutiérrez, 
who served in Peace Corps 
Ecuador in the late 1970s. 
When dr. Karen returned 
to Ecuador a decade ago, she 
was startled by the smiles of 
the children that greeted her. 
Unlike the healthy smiles 
she saw during her days as a 
volunteer, dr. Karen saw too 
many young children with 
noticeably decayed teeth; 
a significant change in diet 
and customs was leading 
to poor health not only in 
Ecuador, but across the world. In the years that 
followed, she began the Children’s oral Health 

and Nutrition Project with the University of 
California-Berkeley, which now works in El 
Salvador, Ecuador, Peru, India, Nepal, Vietnam, 
and Kenya promoting and studying oral Health 
interventions in young children. 

 I arrived in Nicaragua with oral health on 
my mind, and like all things Peace Corps, found 
a way to make it work with what I have. I put on 
“Sonrisas Bonitas: Ferias de Salud Bucal” in 
elementary schools, attempting to instill better 

...many Nicaraguan 
children are 

beginning their lives 
with painful and 
decayed smiles.

diet and hygiene habits with children, parents, 
and teachers. I work the entire school day and 
we do charlas, read poems, sing songs, and 
perform manualidades about tooth brushing 
and diet. Parents are invited at the close of the 
activity to listen to a charla, see the poems and 
artwork their children have completed, and 
receive toothbrush and toothpaste donations. 
I would encourage all volunteers, regardless 
of sector, to promote oral health in their sites. 
oral health is an accessible topic that we are all 
perfectly capable of ‘charling’ about…don’t eat 
sweets and brush your teeth! However, despite 
this simplicity, many Nicaraguan children are 
beginning their lives with painful and decayed 
smiles. Healthy baby teeth are necessary for 
proper language development, growth of the jaw 
and permanent teeth, and to prevent crowding 
of teeth later in life. It is imperative that parents 
hear this message. There is a common belief that 
kids eat lots of sweets, their teeth rot and they 
fall out, and there is no harm done. However, 
children and their future development are 
suffering because of this misconception by 
parents. 

 This June, I was lucky enough to travel to 
Ecuador to participate in the oral Health Project 
to continue my PC training and improve my oral 
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health work in my own site. I spent two weeks visiting over 25 communities in Pueblo Kichwa, one 
of the indigenous areas of Ecuador, and the entrance to the Amazon. our project reviewed and gave 
fluoride varnish, treatment, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and, of course, charlas to over 700 children 
under the age of seven. our work also concentrated on studying the practices and knowledge of 
parents. Each parent was interviewed about family dietary habits, hygiene practices, and beliefs 
regarding oral health with the aim of improving interventions and education for parents. With this 
approach, parents can begin teaching proper oral health practices to their children from birth. 

 Economically and systemically Ecuador is much more developed than Nicaragua, in large 
part thanks to oil wealth resources concentrated below the Amazon. In turn, the country’s public 
amenities and services are much better funded and the general standard of living trumps Nicaragua’s. 
Particularly, Ecuador’s schools have many more available resources.  one of our first days of work,  

I walked into a particularly well-equipped school with “letter-people” dancing above the blackboard 
and books lining a “reading corner” and asked the teacher if an NGo sponsored the school. My rude 
question was meant with an incredulous “no” and I quickly realized how altered my perspective had 
become after teaching in Nicaraguan schools. Even more challenging was noticing the ease with 
which Ecuadorian children read even in rural areas in comparison with our Nicaraguan students. I 
hope that one day soon, investments can be made financially and culturally to raise the standards of 
education in this country. 

 Above all, stepping away from Nicaragua and Peace Corps showed me how much I have 
learned in my year and a half here: I can make small talk with anyone (in Spanish), sweep floors like 
it’s my job, charla con cualquiera, wait and wait with patience, and have a better understanding of 
the needs, challenges and services available to people with few resources. Going to Ecuador showed 
me all of this, and I left appreciating this country and our experience even more. 

 If anyone wants materials on oral health, please call or email me at 8713-0916 or jnbixby@
gmail.com And if anyone wants to visit rio San Juan to participate in one of my ferias, or need help 
executing one in your site, estoy a la orden. 

 B
ixby giving a charla at the gate of the A

m
azon
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VINE 

Updates

·         VINE has created the Nica Map Project - Nica Map Project “how to” packet will be posted on 
the VaPue Facebook page and sent by Flor to the masses.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact vine.pcni@gmail.com.

·         VINE is working to create a CD of original recordings about PC service.  These tracks can be cover 
songs or originals, they can be a brief skit, a spoken word poem, literally in whatever recorded form 
possible.  We want to showcase the PCV Nicaragua experience through sound.  Any questions contact 
Whit Johnson at 8713-0937.

·          VINE is looking for fresh members to keep the VINE growing strong.  Any PCV who is interested 
in promoting innovative projects that help to bridge the gap between the Caribbean and Pacific of 
Nicaragua is encouraged to apply.  The goal is to have a group meeting within the next few months to 
discuss project ideas, the state of the VINE and to pass the torch to the next group of leaders.

·         VINE is working to create calendars for 2014 using the best of the 2013 Foto Contest.  Anyone who 
is interested in helping with this project contact us at vine.pcni@gmail.com

·         Postcards are available in Mimi’s office for C$30.  They include stamps, just write a message and 
we take care of the rest.

·         Don’t forget your small coins can do BIG ThINGS! remember that water jug that sits on the table 
in the volunteer lounge? It can hold an almost endless amount of centavos that we would typically botar 
or forget about anyway. So donate your coins, give us a call, and we can pursue these projects together.

The Volunteer Inter-Nicaraguan Exchange committee is always 
promoting cross-sectoral projects. here are a few of their most recent  
ideas, propositions, and chisme.
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Peer Support Network: Not Just Phone Calls 
and Charlas Anymore*

*We still do phone calls and charlas

 Over the past few months, PSN has been trying to shake things up a bit, all in the name of 
our collective sanity. One thing that volunteers have in common is that sometimes we need to escape. 
Sometimes that escape is the department capital for an iced coffee, American food, and a good WiFi 
binge. Other times an escape might be a weekend’s adventure spent with fellow pinche volunteers. 
PSN has been providing safe, fun, semi-planned activities for volunteers to escape their daily grind 
and recharge. here are a few photos from the department-wide pot luck parties, and the El hoyo 
backpacking adventure. 

Picture Credits:
Managua Potluck- Kacie Gartland
El Hoyo Backpacking trip- Gerry Berthelette

We want to see YOU at the next event! Keep an eye on your inbox for upcoming PSN adventures. 
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“People are judging me for playing with my happy 
meal toy while simultaneously drinking a beer. Don’t 

they know I am a well-rounded adult?”

“What eats dead scorpion carcasses?”

10-word book review:
“The Postman Always rings Twice” 
by James M. Cain:

It is not about the postal service. 
It’s about sex. 

-James Applegate, TEFL 60

 This year the has been working on some awesome projects related to hIV education and 

prevention in Nicaragua.  With our annual PEPFAr budget we have developed several projects 

and events, which will be taking place towards the end of this year and into 2014. here are some 

highlights of a few of the projects we have in the works:

 Our first project, taking place at the end of October, is a camp for children and parents 

directly affected by hIV (i.e. having a parent with hIV, lost a parent to hIV, or a child who is hIV 

positive).  We will be collaborating with the Nicaraguan organization ASONVIhSIDA to organize 

the event.  This is an annual project that the Task Force has been involved in before.  This year, 

the participants will receive charlas about life skills, healthy lifestyles, and drug treatment 

adherence, among other topics.  While the parents participate in the workshops, the children 

will be involved in fun and educational games and activities.

 Another project being organized is a national survey of migrant workers, specifically 

focused in the northern region of the country on coffee farms.  The survey will cover topics related 

to sexual knowledge, procedures, and practices.  A training event will take place in November for 

the people administering the survey.

 For one of our last projects, we’re teaming up with the Ministry of Education to design and 

implement regional workshops across Nicaragua focused on improving the sexual reproductive 

health curriculum in public schools.  The participants will include designated counselors from 

secondary schools and will take place in January 2014.  Look out to see if one of the trainings will 

be taking place near your community!

For any comments or questions about one of our projects, or if you would like to get involved, 

send us an email at hivaids.pcni@gmail.com.

HIV/AIDS Task Force
Update

Last Night’s Chat...
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News Update
Courts Make Right by Florists and Grieving Families
The United States Supreme Court struck down the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) in late June, overturning a 1996 law denying Federal marriage 
rights to married gay and lesbian couples.  Gone are the restrictions on 
immigration, tax benefits and over 1000 other statutes imbedded within 
federal policy.  Currently, government agencies are scrambling to update 
their regulations to account for the changes.  In the same week, California’s 
ban on same sex marriage, Prop 8, was struck down on the grounds that it 
unfairly discriminated against a segment of the population.  

Snowden uses iPhone, NSA knows he’s in Moscow
Eric Snowden, a former National Security Agency (NSA) contractor, blew the 
whistle on the web of surveillance measures and big data mining capabilities 
built under the auspices of preventing terrorism.  The NSA is said to have up 
to date information on sent and received emails, contact lists, and locations 
where phone conversations took place.  The national debate revolves around 
the inherent rights to privacy, the role of surveillance in security, potential 
abuses of powers, and the lack of oversight of secret programs.  Snowden 
recently was granted a year of asylum in Russia, causing diplomatic friction.  

Terror in Beantown
At minute 04:09:43 of the Boston Marathon, the festive Patriot’s Day atmosphere 
took a dramatic change with the explosion of 2 homemade bombs.  The 
perpetrators, brothers of Chechnyan origin, were quickly identified and the all-
out manhunt to apprehend them commenced.  In the chaos, bombs went off 
around Cambridge, Massachusetts, and lockdown was declared in the Boston 
area.  One brother was killed, and the other was captured.  The total death toll 
was four, including a college student, little boy and a police officer assassinated.  
The younger brother has been arraigned, and will face the death penalty.
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Egypt’s Military to Muslim Brotherhood: It’s not me, it’s you
The president of Egypt, Mohamed Mursi, was recently overthrown in a military coup following 
allegations of ineptness and a perceived lack of democratic values in his young government.  
Hundreds of Brotherhood members have been arrested, although the military claims to support 
a path towards free elections.  Street fighting has ruled the day, where opposing supporters of the 
Brotherhood and the military clashed in rolling street battles across the country.  Hundreds have 
died in clashes as the country slips into chaos. 

A-Rod is a Juicer
Alex Rodriguez, 3rd baseman for the New York Yankees, has appealed a 211 game sentence for 
violating the league’s anti performance enhancing drug policy.  The charge stems from his connection 
to a Miami based sports drug lab.  His suspension is more than the league’s normal minimum 
suspension of 50 games for first time offenders because of attempts to cover up his involvement.  
Thirteen other players tied to the supplement lab have accepted their suspensions.  

You know it’s HOT when...

You know it’s hot when you’re sitting in a hammock 
because it would be deadly to venture beyond, sweating 

in stillness, can consume only iced coconut water, but 
healthier and tanner than you’ve ever been, happy to live 

outside and, of course, be to be and feel alive at all!
-Rachel Odhner, AG 59

10-word music review:
“Plastic Beach” by Gorillaz:

-What we throw out in life is 
who we are.

-David Wolfson, SBD 59



 Table of  Contents                       October 2013 - VaPue     36

 You have one day to explore a Nicaraguan city. Where do you stay? What do you 

eat? Most importantly, what do you do? This is a traveler’s guide to Chinandega and its 

surrounding beaches. A department viewed as “too hot” to visit or as “the devil’s armpit.” 

While it may not be as popular a location as León or rivas, it has beautiful beaches and 

locations of its own. There are plenty of things to do and see and this is the guide to use to 

do it all. 

 Shopping- there seems to be an 
abnormal amount of resale clothing, furniture, 
and knickknack shops all throughout the city. 
Most are centered between the market and 
the central park. 
 Playa Paso Caballos- A day trip. 14 
cords in microbus. Tell cobrador you want to 
get off at Paso Caballo and not Corinto. Offers 
plenty of cold beer, coconuts, and comedors 
serving fresh fish and tostones. 
 Baseball games- They usually start 
late afternoon and run into the evening. It’s 
definitely an experience, but get there early to 
purchase tickets. Located in Chichigalpa.
 Flor de Caña tour in Chichigalpa- 
150 cords with carnet. Can take bus from 
Chinandega, which leave every 30 minutes for 

5 cords. They offer tours several times every 
a day, and can arrange for group tours. They 
just redid the tour and you get to ride “Jurrasic 
park style” golf carts around the factory. You 
receive a decent rum sampling, and all the 
guides are bilingual. 
 hike San Cristobal or other volcanoes in 
Chinandega- Usually start pretty early as the 
trip takes an entire day, always need a guide. 
You can find a guides at hostels in León, or 
ask around in Chinandega. Pinolero Tours… 
pinolerotours.com, 40-50$ per person.
 Corinto- An accessible beach but there 
are a lot of rocks and no comedors nearby. The 
famous port is kind of cool to see. 

Daytime Activities:

One Day In.... Chinandega

Where to Stay

Contributed by 

 Tara Flint, Kristin Mroz

hotel Cosiguina (Esquina 
de los bancos, media cuadra 

al sur)
www.hotelcosiguina.net

-Close to center of town, Wi-
Fi, AC, and Parking

hotel Los Volcanes- 
(carretera Chin/León)

has a nice pool, good food 
at the restaurant/bar, AC. 
Wi-Fi, TVs, with security 

and parking. 

hotel Los Balcones 
(Esquina de los bancos,         

75 vrs, Norte)
www.hotelbalcones.com

Close to center of town, Wi-
Fi, AC, café, nice staff.
Double with fan- $35
Double with AC- $45
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One Night In.... Chinandega Where to Eat
Café de Hotel Los Balcones- Good 
for Breakfast and Lunch, With AC and 
Wi-Fi
Coffee, cake, crepes, smoothies, and 
sandwiches. Where a lot of volunteers go 
to hang out in the city. 
La Parradilla- (2c sur de Palí)
Buffet style restaurant, get full Nica meal 
for as cheap as 30 cords.. Clean bath-
rooms and sometimes music. Serves 
food all day

Parque Central-
Different food and licuado booths all 
around park open every day. 
Centro Plaza- (Empalme Chinandega, 
Corinto, Somotillo)
Offers various options in the food court 
(Tip-Top, Subway, Burger King, Chinese, 
ceviche, pizza, etc.)
Free Wi-Fi 
Pupusas in the castle-
Located in the castle in the central park. 
Only served at night. 

Festivales in Chinandega:
Fiestas Patronales-Chichigalpa- In February, hipico is totally worth it in this town. They set up block 

parties almost every block near the center of town with live music, food, and beer, and hold the big horse show in 
the stadium. 

Feria Gastronomica del Mar- Corinto- Seafood festival every year in Corinto, usually the last weekend of 
April. An entire weekend with cheap, good seafood and fun beach parties at night. 

Jiquilillo-Buses from Chinandega leave from el Mercadito every couple hours and cost about 40-50 cords. (1.5 
hour bus ride). Hostal Esperanza is the only place out there to stay really. Includes restaurant for all meals and 

cold beer.
Once up there, visit Padre ramos reserve

right on a beautiful beach.
Playa Mechapa- By bus, 3 hours from Chinandega and around 60 cords. Taxi 1.5 hours and $40. Offers 
an American run, all-inclusive establishment called “redwood Beach resort.” The food is excellent and not 

overpriced for the location. They offer plenty of tours- bike riding on the beach to Punta Nata (gorgeous cliffs), 
nighttime crab hunting, horseback riding, surfing lessons, kayaking the estero, etc. You will experience the 

cleanest, largest, most deserted beach. It’s expensive, around $80 for a cabin with AC and private bath. Parent 
visiting? This is a perfect location. 

Transportation Costs:
Managua to Chinandega (BISNAE terminal) in micro- 76 cords, 2-2.5 hours.

León to Chinandega in micro- 25 cords, 45 min. 
León to Chinandega (passes through Chichigalpa) bus- 19 cords, 1.5 hours

Central park- Always full of people and food
Topless tour bus- Don’t get excited, it’s a bus with the top 
cut off. At a cheap price you can get a tour of the city. 
Myspace Bar- (1c sur del parque central)- Nice, clean 
atmosphere and there is often karaoke and dancing. 
El Refugio Bar- Great local place and they love their 
customers¡ They give you a free bowl of chicken soup and if you 
order enough, they bring out appetizers of ham, cheese, crackers, etc. 
Offers a jukebox to play all your favorite US songs. 
dilectus disco- (just outside of town on highway Chin/León)- 
Usually has a cover charge (100 cords) but has a two-story club with 
loud music, lots of people, and dancers. Sometimes there are drink 
specials. 

Nighttime Activities:
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re-entry, 
reverse Culture Shock, 

and Lessons Learned:  
Tips from an rPCV

 Saludos to all of the current PCVs from the States! I hope you are all doing well 
and living your Nicaraguan lives to the fullest.  My group and I returned to the luxurious 
land of the EE.UU. back in November 2012, and have been sharing some common 
experiences since.  We actually have a fairly lengthy thread of sorts on Facebook with over 
30 comments on stories of reverse-culture shock.  I would like to insert a few highlights 
from this list as well as a few personal favorites:

- “Stairs- stair cases- stair wells”—one RPCV found herself terrified of stairs.
- “No one will steal my patio furniture or plants?”----that’s right! 
- “Hay” means hay, not ‘There is/There are’”---watch out for that one if you live   
 where hay is commonly sold on the side of highways.
- “Toilet Paper”---you put it IN the toilet!!! Or, you have a toilet!!!
- “Buying a new cell phone”---will be harder than you think.
- “Disbelief at 1st World Problems”---you will cringe when you hear statements  
  like “Ugh, I am so tired, I don’t want to drive back to my other house tonight”
- “So, what now?”---The endless interrogation (though it is a perfectly logical    
 and sane question) can make you feel crazy and irate. 
- “You will eat, and eat, and eat”---this is true. 
- “Grocery Stores are IMMENSE”---It will get easier with each trip, but you    
 might walk out with two individual cups of yogurt, and nothing else.
- “Dogs will be fat, and roads will be clean”—weird, right?

 Those are just a few of the things you may observe upon your return. It was also 
amusing to fill out an apartment application and list my previous rent at $100 a month 
(gringo tax!) and watch the confused look on the leasing agent’s face. I still choose to 
make coffee using cheesecloth and a teakettle instead of a Krueger Coffee Machine (you 
will soon know what this is) or automatic coffee pot. 
 This list is comprised of mostly humorous observations, but there is tough stuff, 
too.  For example, you will miss your Nicaraguan friends and family just as you missed 
your family and friends back home.  You will miss your fellow PCVs.  If you’re like me, 
you will want to walk up to a group of kids playing in your neighborhood and see if you 
can play or get a youth group going, only to suddenly realize you can’t do that here. 
Well, I guess you could try, but parents may think it’s a bit on the creepy side.  You 
may notice or feel differences you cannot even put into words.  You will wonder why 
everyone doesn’t dance all the time, or the music is at a level where talking is possible.  
You may start to miss the vibrant vitality of daily life that is living in Nicaragua.  You 
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may panic when months go by and you still don’t have a job, or haven’t heard back from 
graduate schools.  You may panic because you DO have a job or you hAVE heard back 
from graduate schools.  No matter what your personal situation is, there are some things 
you can do to fight the panic.

DON’T:
- ...beat yourself up if things take longer than you’d like.  
- ...forget that you’ve just completed something that so many people wish they’d   
 done.
- ...compare yourself to other rPCV’s, just like in service
- ...let the pains of reverse culture shock and others’ opinions take away from    
 the value and worth of your PC experience. 
 
 I heard before I left for service that for some, the full weight of the affects you had 
on others and that they had on you during your service doesn’t really start to  present 
itself until long after your return to the States.  I am finding that to be very true for me.  
So if you find yourself in a slump after your initial awe at the luxuries available to you 
wears off, don’t worry!  Instead, 

DO:
- Sign up to participate in talks/presentations about your PC experience in as   
 many venues as possible—it is refreshing to have an enthusiastic audience.  
- Offer to write for free about Nicaragua or your time in PC—but remember to   
 turn off the computer every now and then.  Perhaps give yourself a schedule of   
 A.M. work on the Internet, but make sure you go outside and see the light of   
 day! 
- Spend as much time with friends and family as you can, because who knows   
 when you will ever have this much free time again.  
- Make your Peace Corps photo album while the memories are fresh on your    
 mind (and you have the time). 
- Stay in touch with other volunteers from your group- this has been super imp  
 ortant and therapeutic.  
- Consider taking a trip or even doing another short-term volunteer program    
 while you wait for things to develop.  
- Stay positive and tell your other PC buddies how awesome they are!

On that note,
I wish everyone the best of luck staying “tranquilo como camilo” during your transitions.  
You jumped on a plane and embraced the unknown for more than 2 years.  You are 
amazing! Don’t forget it! And if you do need a reminder, feel free to give me a call.

Julie, 
TEFL 54
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Exit Interviews

Ben rojsuontikul

T e u s t e p e , B o a c o & 

San rafael del Norte, 

Jinotega

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Semilla de jícaro or coco con 

jengibre

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: Eyes, 

sometimes I felt like I was living 

in a cave. 

Most creative piropo: ¨Todo 

eso es el tuyo mami?¨ Said with 

a slight head tilt.

When were you at your 

most Nica: My friend´s family 

needed firewood for the annual 

Christmas pig slaughter.  After 

spending the early morning 

chopping down leña out in the 

monte, we carried back our 

oversized cargas on our heads 

and shoulders.  We arrived at my 

friend´s house exhausted, but 

were treated to frijoles,cuajada 

and tortilla caliente.    

Favorite thing about your 

site:  In Teustepe, it was nice 

knowing everyone and having 

to avoid certain routes at 

certain times of day to avoid 

conversations and to get places 

on time.  Not that time mattered.  

In San rafael,living at high 

altitude and never having to 

sweat.

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? Family and my Dad’s 

Thai food.

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? That soccer 

is everyone´s favorite sport, 

regardless of what tradition says 

about baseball.

What were you most proud 

of during your service? 

INSIDEOUT Project Granada 

and having the kids in Teustepe 

name the soccer league after me.

What’s your legacy? El gringo 

que le hace huevos en fútbol.

Best and/or worst memory: 

Best: going back to Teustepe 

for the first time and having 

everyone stop me in the street 

to talk.  It was like I was some 

kind of ghost.  Worst: that one 

parasite that had me laid out 

vomiting on my porch all night 

after our Selva Negra IST.  

Embarrassing moment: 

having too much Flor de Caña 

and singing Mari Elena too loud 

after the music had stopped…

Craziest bus story: This clown 

on the bus had crazy balance.  

he juggled for like 5 minutes 

without messing up, all the while 

passengers were being tossed 

from side to side and brushing 

past him.  Needless to say he 

earned his 5 cords.
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Ever want to E.T.? Yea

regrets: Not really

Would you do it all over 

again? Starting from two 

years ago, yes.  Starting from 

tomorrow, no.

Where will we find you in 10 

years? Stuntin´

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: 

You have this amazing 

opportunity to create your 

own Nicaraguan, Peace Corps 

experience. Nicaragua is one big 

contradiction.  Embrace it and 

enjoy it.

Brittany (Brisa) Standley

San Juan de dios. Leon

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Atol, Mangos, pan de leche, 

mammon chinos….for the drink 

hands down fresco de Pitaya!!! 

Yum yum yum yum!!!!! *smacks 

lips*

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: My skin. 

I have these funky white dots all 

over my arms and back now ☹

Most creative piropo: Ah 

chela! Me encanta su caderas 

parto! Seriously? You like my 

birthing hips??? *sigh*

When were you at your 

most Nica: I have two: 1. When 

I was making rosquillas, pan 

and several other baked goods 

without about 6 other people in 

my community. We baked for 

hours, it was wonderful and we 

were all laughing at how batter 

started flying when the talking 

stopped. 2. The electricity had 

gone out and had been out for 

a couple days. Every night I 

would go over to my neighbors 

for food and great conversation. 

We wound up talking about the 

differences in our cultures and 

somehow terrorist groups came 

up and it was fascinating for me 

to hear who they considered to be 

a terrorist or just rebel fighters. 

It’s one of my best memories. 

Ok lie, I have three. I bathed and 

washed my clothes in a creek for 

most of my service. I don’t think 

you can get more Nica than that!

Favorite thing about your 

site: That all I have to do is 

open my front door and all my 

neighbors animals come racing 

into my house for attention. 

Followed shortly by my 2 year 

old neighbor who INSISTS on 

screaming ADIOS at the top of 

her lungs every morning at 5 am 

to make sure I’m awake. I’m not 

kidding. The kid will not stop 

saying ‘Adios’ until she hears me 

respond. Then she giggles…

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? Chocolate chip cookie 

dough ice cream.  (I’m assuming 

family and friends are a given 

here) Surprisingly I didn’t miss 

the hot showers all that much.
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What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? The 

tranquility of it all. It’s gorgeous 

here during winter and you just 

don’t have that kind of beauty if 

Florida. And mammon chinos. 

What were you most proud 

of during your service? MY 

OVENS!!!!! I love my ovens. 

They’re so pretty. That and my 

community bank. The one in 

Tulle Sur. Not in San Juan de 

Dios. That one was disastrous to 

say the least.  

What’s your legacy? Legacy….

hhhmmmm. I’d like to think I 

made some kind of a difference 

in people’s lives. I’d like to think 

I helped my original host sister 

thru a really rough time in her 

life and that I showed the kids 

that cleaning up garbage could 

be fun. I hope I expressed that 

being macho isn’t ok and that 

just because I’m a woman 

doesn’t mean I want to hear your 

piropos day in and out or that I 

want to be kissed. *shudder* I 

hope that I showed that women 

can do the same things as men 

*GrINS* So I had this great 

wrap around skirt that was held 

together by two buttons. Well 

I was walking home one day 

from a meeting and it was super 

windy and all of a sudden BOTh 

buttons just popped right off. 

I’m pretty sure I flashed a few of 

the neighbors (I heard laughing) 

before I was able to fix the thing 

in such a way as not to fall off 

again while I continued walking 

on the highway. I gave the fabric 

to a friend who turned it into an 

adorable dress with STrAPS. 

Craziest bus story: It actually 

wasn’t on a bus I was riding, but 

another bus that was leaving 

the terminal. So it was a Friday 

and this bus was JAMMED pack 

because it was the last bus of the 

day and this guy decides that he’s 

not happy about missing that bus 

so he jumps onto the back and 

starts slamming the door with 

his fist, so the cobrador inside 

the bus opens the door, which 

effectively throws crazy dude 

off balance and some other guys 

that were near the back of the 

if they really want to. Thankfully 

we have a woman lawyer in my 

community so I was able to use 

her as an example. Oh, and I’m 

officially the LAST AGGIE in the 

department of Leon. That’s my 

legacy. I’m the last Aggie in this 

department. 

Best and/or worst memory: 

Best memory: My original host 

sister Milady came to my house 

after class one day specifically 

to tell me that because of the 

English classes I had been giving, 

she had scored an extra 20 points 

in class because she was the only 

one who could count to 20 with 

perfect pronunciation. I could 

not be more proud of that child. 

Worst Memory: The day my 

Community Bank in SJDD failed. 

The members all blamed me and 

said that if I really wanted the 

project to succeed I would have 

been Ama de Caja for the third 

cycle. Then they told me I really 

shouldn’t be too upset because 

the bank would have failed after 

I left anyways. 

Embarrassing moment: 
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bus had to drag him down, which 

started a fist fight and just…

*sigh* anyways it was ridiculous. 

Somebody finally got a hold of 

the police who told the guy to 

leave. I have never heard anyone 

swear like that then or since. he 

rEALLY wanted to get on that 

bus….

Ever want to E.T.? Janurary 

19th 2013. 

regrets: Building the ovens 

thru ECPA. I should have made 

the people in my community pay 

for them. Other than that, notta 

one.  

Would you do it all over 

again? Starting from 2 years 

ago absolutely. Now? No way 

man. I’m so ready to go home. I 

miss my family. 

Where will we find you in 10 

years? hopefully as a foreign 

diplomat somewhere. That or 

a Counter-Terrorism analyst 

with the state department. I 

really want to work for the state 

department.  

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: 

Learn Spanish, bring cash with 

you (and hide it really well). 

Coming from an extremely Type 

A person: Learn the art of being 

calm. Enjoy where you are while 

you are here and try to stay in 

your sites as much as possible. 

It was the best feeling when my 

bosses came out and were always 

told that I was never ‘vaga’. 

Ladies? For the love of GOD, go 

get a vibrator.

Pedro “Tan” Stephan

Palacagüina, Madriz

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Gallo Pinto with aguacate, fresh 

cuajada, ensalada and tajadas de 

malanga

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: My entire 

GI tract

Most creative piropo: “Voy a 

preguntarle algo, pero antes de 

hacerlo, tenes que contestarme 

sí…”

When were you at your 

most Nica: I asked a bunch of 

missionary cheles “De donde 

son?”  And they responded 

“MINN-I-SOT-A, A STATE IN 

AMErICA.”  I said, “Cool, I’m 

from Chicago.”

Favorite thing about your 

site: That it’s not Nandasmo.

What did you miss most from 

home during your service?  

Food.  And Michelle.  Maybe not 

in that order.

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? My D-List 

celebrity status.

What were you most proud 

of during your service? 

Besides surviving?  I built a well 

to give people access to clean 

drinking water for the first time
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in their lives.  But I think I still 

have to go with “surviving”.

What’s your legacy? El chele 

que siempre anda enfermo.

Best and/or worst memory: 

Coming home to find my house 

robbed and singing “El cristo de 

Palacagüina” with Daniel Ortega.  

I feel that I should be clear that 

those were different events and 

did not occur in succession.

Embarrassing moment: 

Pooping my pants during training 

but my host family burned their 

trash so I had no choice but to 

throw my soiled shorts into the 

woods behind their house.

Craziest bus story: Boarded 

a bus, got sick, jumped off and 

vomed in front of confused 

Nicas, jumped back on a bus like 

nothing happened.

Ever want to E.T.? All the 

time.  You would too if you 

“visited the laboratory” as many 

times as I did…

regrets: Eating ceviche from 

the park in Masaya.

Would you do it all over 

again?  Sure, but I also ate that 

ceviche so clearly my judgment 

is suspect.

Where will we find you in 10 

years? At the 10 year Biz Na$ty 

56 ski reunion.

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: All 

Claro routers come factory set 

with the same password pattern: 

680CFC + whatever comes 

after “CLArO_FC” in the SSID.  

You’re welcome.

Samuel Shepard, also 

known locally as Samuelito, 

E’to, Samole, and Tarzan

Villa el Carmen, Managua 

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

La Moronga – blood sausage 

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: My 

toenails 

Most creative piropo: Te 

baño, mi amor

When were you at your most 

Nica: Wading through neck deep 

water in a river estuary in the 

middle of the night, fishing with 

trasmayos with my counterparts 

Favorite thing about your 

site: The surf

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? remembering an 

inside joke or a great memory 

from my old life, and having no 

one to be able to share it with. 

My mom’s cooking. And a real 

bacon-cheddar hamburger

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? having 

the complete freedom to do 

whatever I wanted to do and 

pushing myself outside of my 

comfort zone. 

What were you most proud 

of during your service? Last 

week I ran into a Nicaraguan 

recently deported back to the 
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country from the United States. 

After mentioning I was leaving 

in just a month, he said, “But 

how can you leave, you’re like 

a staple here.” This was coming 

from a guy who had only been 

in Villa el Carmen a month, yet 

had already noticed my presence 

around town. That sort of 

integration into my community 

and building up a red of contacts 

is what I’m most proud of. It’s 

something that we sort of take 

for granted, and is expected of 

us, but something we don’t give 

ourselves enough credit for. 

What’s your legacy? Being 

the gringo that’s always running

Best and/or worst memory: 

Sitting in the darkness of my 

patio, at the point of passing out 

from exhaustion, and puking 

from eating a bad mango.

Embarrassing moment: 

Mistaking “cochon” for “colchon” 

when I was talking about 

promoting and selling a product 

in front of one of my classes. 

After a few minutes of laughter, 

my counterpart finally let me in 

on the joke   

Craziest bus story: As a friend 

put his hand on the back of a seat 

to sit down, a full grown gorda 

broke his grasp and dove into the 

seat, and laid there sprawled out. 

She insisted she was there first, 

and caused enough of a scene, 

the “cops” came. When we finally 

got to our destination, we shared 

a cab. 

Ever want to E.T.? Never 

crossed my mind

regrets: Nope

Would you do it all over 

again? You bet. 

Where will we find you in 10 

years? SBD 56 Ski reunion 

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers:  Two 

years is a long time to be living 

in a community. Don’t lock 

yourself in your room using 

the internet (if you have it) and 

watching movies in English. 

Even small sites and towns have 

a lot to offer, if you take the time 

to get to know them and meet 

everybody. Go out and live! 

And take advantage of the free 

language classes in Managua 

on Fridays with the facilitators, 

they’re the best. 

Name: Michaela ross 

Site: El Sauce, León 

Favorite Nica food or drink: My 

neighbor’s fresh cuajada on a 

warm tortilla.     

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: Ug. . . my 

L1 vertebrae. 

Most creative piropo: During 

a morning run I heard:“¿Porqué 

corrés mi amor? ¡Ya tenés el 

cuerpo de una diosa!”  I kept 

running.  

When were you at your 

most Nica: Since I have been 

back to the U.S., I have found 

myself wearing jeans and a 

light sweatshirt in 90+ degree 

weather.  

Favorite thing about your 

site: The wonderful people I 
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worked with, my year-round 

garden and the never-ending 

Spanglish word plays possible 

when your site is named “El 

Sauce.” 

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? Cheap, cold 

Wisconsin skim milk every time 

I open my fridge.  

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? how the 

bright, early-morning sun, 

barking dogs, squawking 

chickens, screaming neighbor 

kids and 7a.m. León heat 

created the perfect conditions to 

jump out of bed every morning. 

“Sleeping in” was never so 

unappealing. 

What were you most 

proud of during your 

service? Working with a 

fantastic counterpart to receive 

SPA funds and build two 

classrooms at one of our rural 

schools. Working with another 

fantastic counterpart to create 

a microloan program. And, of 

course, having the honor to 

work with the creative editors 

and contributors of Va Pue! 

What’s your legacy? I am 

the gringa who would run 

outside at the first sign of 

a brisa during the bone-dry 

León summers. 

Best and/or worst 

memory: Best: helping a 

group of deaf children and their 

parents learn the sign language 

to express their names to each 

other for the first time. Worst: 

Being lugged out of the Somoto 

Canyon with a fractured back. . 

.Ug.

Embarrassing moment: My 

co-workers from an NGO and I 

had just arrived in the extremely 

rural mountains around Ciudad 

Darío where we were to spend 

a week interviewing people as 

part of a agro-tourism research 

project. Within minutes of 

splitting up and mounting a 

horse with a local farmer who 

was to guide me through the 

countryside for interviews, my 

stomach sank with the familiar 

pangs of a wicked bacterial 

infection. Violent diarrhea 

combined with horseback 

riding under the hot, dry sun 

in the middle of nowhere—far 

removed from a cell phone 

signal, roll of toilet paper or 

pharmacy – is not fun on its 

own accord. Then add in the 

“fishbowl effect” I fell under as 

everyone I interviewed wanted 

to accompany this “rare gringa 

visitor” to their latrines to make 

sure I was ok.  I saw the insides 

of at least 8 latrines that day, 

and gave a new meaning to the 

term “informal interviews.”

Craziest bus story: No crazy 

incidents (incredibly). however, 

my rides on Nica micros 

exponentially increased my 

appreciation for every day and 

my faith in the universe. 

Ever want to E.T.? Never. 

As far as the most interesting, 

talented, positive group of co-

workers I will probably ever 

have, nothing beats Peace Corps 

Nica post staff and volunteers. 

regrets: If I hadn’t had to end 

my service early, I wanted to 
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start a girls’ choir. It’s a virtually 

no-cost undertaking, and I think 

music has the potential to create 

some really positive attitudes 

and confidence in Nica youth. 

Would you do it all over 

again? Claro. 

Where will we find you 

in 10 years? Excited to be 

learning something new, 

somewhere.

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: 

Stay young: wear sunscreen. 

Sleep peacefully: tuck in your 

mosquito net. Make your service 

your own: live your values. And 

if you jump off any rock ledges 

in the Somoto Canyon, make 

sure to enter the water with 

your body straight—not seated!

Name: Spenser (“Espinser” 

/ “Espensel” / “Extensive” / 

“Expensive” / “Dispenser” / 

“Espenstravinskibuyamama”) 

Snow

Site: Las Puertas, Estelí

Favorite Nica food or 

drink: Nacatamales. record 

for most I´ve had in one 

day: 4. “The Christmas 

Eve Nacatamál Barbarity of 2011.” 

I later retreated to my hammock 

where I spent a solid 18 hours in a 

food coma.

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: My teeth. 

But Coca-Cola tastes so much 

better here!

Most creative piropo: Not 

really a piropo, but people liked to 

shout out to me during baseball 

games, “Oy, Gringo! Gringo! Está 

buscando conejos, gringo!” I´m 

still not sure whether to take it as a 

compliment or an insult.

When were you at your 

most Nica: When finding snakes 

in my house became part of my 

morning routine.

Favorite thing about 

your site: Seeing volcanos on 

the skyline from pretty much 

anywhere.

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? Protein. hence the 

20 pounds I lost my first year of 

service. Also movies and music. 

But that´s what I get for not 

bringing a laptop or iPod.

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? Doña Ivania 

and family. La Palmera will always 

be my home away from home.

What were you most 

proud of during your 

service? The friendships I made 

playing baseball. Without those 

relationships, we wouldn’t have 

been able to organize the inaugural 

youth baseball league.

What’s your legacy? I hit a 

home run over the cattle fence, 

over the dirt road, and into the 

pine forest. It had never been done. 

And I did it with a 35´´ handmade 

bat! Word had spread to Matagalpa 

within a few days. Just ask Felix.

Best and/or worst 

memory: rescuing my host 

sister with the heimlich during 

training. My host family didn’t 

realize that she was choking, and 

they had never seen the heimlich, 

so the entire time they were just 
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screaming at me, probably thinking 

the training had finally gotten to 

me and I had decided to murder 

my sister.

Embarrassing 

moment: When, on live 

television, I was talking to Daniel 

Ortega about my experience as a 

beekeeper. he asked me, “have 

you been stung many times?” My 

reply: “¡Más de MIEL veces!” My 

first, and only, spanish pun. And 

completely accidental, I swear. Que 

pena.

Craziest bus story: When 

everyone formed a perfect line, 

no one elbowed anyone, no one 

cut, there was the perfect number 

of seats so no one had to stand, 

and everyone silently and calmly 

enjoyed the NPr jazz podcast that 

I convinced the driver to play...

And then I woke up to someone 

throwing up on me.

Ever want to E.T.? Once or 

twice.

regrets: Not reading and writing 

in Spanish. But then, I have no 

regrets for all the books I read in 

English.

Would you do it all over 

again? (Copy and paste how 

everyone responds to this 

question)

Where will we find you in 

10 years? hopefully not on my 

deathbed with Chagas disease.

Parting words/ advice to remaining 

volunteers: Take the opportunity to 

learn something new in your free 

time. You´ll have plenty of it. Chris 

Ortiz y Pino, you have one more 

year to come up with a new joke 

before we see each other again.

Name: Cassie Collier

Site: Camoapa, Boaco

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Anything served in a plastic bag. 

Part of your body that will 

never be the same:Lower 

back; two years of handwashing 

clothes does cruel things. 

Favoritepiropo: “Thank 

you.”Simple. Polite. Classy.

When were you at your 

most Nica:The beautiful 

juxtaposition that is Nicaragua: 

milking a cow at the crack of dawn 

with perfectly manicured nails. 

Favorite thing about your 

site: A chubby little 3-year 

old named harold who wore 

suspenders and ran down the 

street yelling “Cashie, Cashie.” 

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? My hometown in coal 

region Pennsylvania pretty much 

was Camoapa. 

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua?Good-hearted 

people.The pure randomness that 

accompanies every day.hospitality.

The fact that my best friends in site 

wereall under the age of 12.

What were you most proud 

of during your service?Not 

marrying a local – the Camoapa 

curse is broken at last! 

What’syourlegacy?“La 

muchacha que no comía carne 

– y siempre andaba con muchas 

pulseras.” 

Best memories:Thursday 

evenings with my youth group, 

No 
Image 
Given!
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trips out to my friend’s finca, 

hanging out on my host aunt 

Jessenia’s couch,shenanigans 

with SBD 56ers, and enjoying the 

everyday adventures of Camoapa 

with my sitemate (miss you 

Natalie). 

Worst memory: Eating lunch 

with a guy I later found out was #6 

on FBI’s Top 10 Most Wanted List

Most awkward 

moment:having every student 

in my school watch me being 

serenaded by my 15-year-old 

student as a Cassie-replica piñata 

was swinging back and forth from 

the ceiling. 

Craziest bus story:rooftop 

ridin’ to Miraflorwith a group of 

bolos on a Saturday afternoon. 

Ever want to E.T.?No, not 

even after my first tarantula 

sighting. (My pre-Peace Corps self 

would never believe that.) 

regrets: No longer having my 

1980s one-piece bathing suit. (It 

was stolen in Tola!) 

Would you do it all over 

again?Only if Matteo promises to 

get on his knees again for our first 

group picture.

Where will we find you in 

10 years? Attempting to support 

myself through Craigslist’s medical 

studies.

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers:Enjoy 

the crazy ride.

Name: Paige honsbruch 

Site: El Coyolito, Jinotega

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Guillila con cuajada (pronounced 

in the screaming shriek of a 

vendor) 

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: hands

Most creative piropo: 

Drunken man singing Bob Marley 

“Is This Love” a foot from my face

When were you at your 

most Nica: Gossiping and 

complaining about men with a 

group of Nicaraguan women at a 

funeral 

Favorite thing about your 

site: The sunset seen from around 

the curve in the highway

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? hot water and recycling

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? The kind, do 

anything for a complete stranger 

Nicaraguans

What were you most proud 

of during your service? The 

visible changes in self esteem and 

independence of the women who 

received the improved ovens

What’s your legacy? I’ll 

probably be remembered for: 1. 

raising the most well fed, clean, 

and bravo dog ever, 2. dating a 

Nicaraguan, and 3.installing 27 

improved ovens. 

Best and/or worst memory: 

I have a lot of memories from 

Nicaragua, and while not able to 

classify them as best or worst, I 

do have one which I will never 

forget. I witnessed an impromptu 

amputation of a calf’s leg. 

Apparently the calf had broken its 

front lower leg joint and attempts 

had been made to splint it to no 

No 
Image 
Given!
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success. It was either lose the leg 

or the entire calf, so the group of 

men made a tourniquet, heated 

a machete, and got the job done. 

While rustic, it was done as 

humanely as possible, and I can 

attest to the calf’s survival today. 

Embarrassing moment: I 

was walking to an INTA meeting 

at my counterpart’s house when 

I heard wailing coming from a 

drain underneath the highway. I 

assumed a child had crawled in, 

and was too scared to get back 

out. So I went in, and there was 

my counterpart’s son, but he was 

crying because he had pooped his 

pants, and was too embarrassed 

to walk home. I went to their 

house and his mother was outside 

waiting. She asked me if I had 

seen her son and I said “Fijase 

que Nacho tenia un accidente…” 

which does not translate the same 

in Spanish. She burst out sobbing, 

believing that he had been hit by 

a truck or something. I quickly 

explained what had happened, but 

by this point all the women waiting 

for the meeting to start heard 

everything. 

Craziest bus story: I was 

traveling to Jinotega with a small 

balde filled with an innocuous 

colored liquid at my feet. The bus 

took a sharp left curve and the 

balde slightly tipped. Next thing 

I feel are my toes being burnt by 

the boiling hot honey which had 

spilled from the balde.

Ever want to E.T.? Of course I 

thought about it when faced with 

frustrations in site, but never 

seriously. 

regrets: Not working more with 

youth

Would you do it all over 

again? Yes

Where will we find you in 

10 years? hopefully, either 

having created or found my ideal 

job of working with recently 

arrived immigrants who may have 

suffered physical/emotional/

mental trauma or abuse while 

traveling to the United States. 

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: 

Challenge yourself and your 

limitations without sacrificing core 

values

Name: Sarah robinson 

Site: Wale, Pantasma, Jinotega

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Sopa de gallina con albondigas

Part of your body that will 

never be the same:my insect-

bitten legs!

Most creative piropo: they 

were never creative, but always 

rude and annoying

When were you at your 

most Nica: Shushing chickens 

out of my room

Favorite thing about your site: The 

views 

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service?:washers and dryers and 

my two fat cats 

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua?The yummy 

food: fresh corn tortillas with 

cuajada, endless banana varieties, 

frescos, nacatamales 
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What were you most 

proud of during your 

service?Sticking through all the 

hard stuff and still choosing to stay 

another year 

What’s your legacy?That’s for 

others to decide 

Best and/or worst 

memory:Best—Slapping a guy in 

the face for kissing at me.  Worst—

the first Christmas in site

Embarrassing moment:Pretty 

much every moment that involved 

crapping the pants

Craziest bus story:While 

getting on a bus my phone was 

pickpocketed and I grabbed the 

guy’s shirt and literally frisked him 

to get my phone back, and I did! 

Ever want to E.T.?Nope 

regrets: Not starting projects 

earlier 

Would you do it all over 

again?Yes, but later in life 

Where will we find you in 10 years? 

hopefully doing something in 

conservation biology

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: Don’t 

get too caught up in hanging out 

with fellow volunteers and try to 

focus on the projects you want to 

complete in site.

Name: Marcus Degen

Site: Las Cruces, Mozonte, 

N.Segovia 

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Lecheagria (sp?), and you’re all 

wrong for not liking it.

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: Brain? 

Where am I again?

Most creative piropo: Never 

received any myself, though I think 

my creativity extends more to the 

Tarantino-esque revenge fantasies 

for the guys catcalling at 12-year-

olds. Who else remembers that 

line about a pair of pliers and a 

blowtorch?

Favorite thing about 

your site: homemaking maiz 

nuevo tamales with my first host 

family and their extended relatives.

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? Securely leaving my 

home past sunset.

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? Being able to 

just pop over to a person’s house 

with no warning.

What were you most proud 

of during your service? 

having been the lone not-sleazy 

male presence in the lives of my 

five chavalas in my English class.

What’s your legacy? A failed 

water project, a failed youth 

garden, a failed women’s groups, 

and walking away from that with a 

lot of friends I’ll never forget.

Best and/or worst memory: 

Best: eating papaya with my host-

dad on a rainy day. Worst: the local 

schizophrenic man visiting me one 

night and expecting me to help him 

get new/different medication.

Embarrassing moment: 

In a horrible bacterial-infection-

rattled half-sleep, I thought I 

heard someone shuffle between the 
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incredibly small gap between my 

roof and ceiling at 3AM (turned 

out it was some mice). I called the 

local police, and they arrived (an 

hour later) to confirm that it was 

nothing. This did not in any way 

stop me from fear-vomiting after 

they left.

Craziest bus story: A large 

man once tried to pick-pocket 

me while boarding in Mayoreo. 

I managed to grab him by the 

intruding hand before he got 

anything, and he then proceeded to 

scold me for blocking the pasillo.

Ever want to E.T.? Only in this 

near-but-not-quite-the-end lull.

regrets: Not having pushed 

community banks harder. It’s 

amazing how long it really takes to 

find out who’s worth trusting.

Would you do it all over 

again? Without hesitation

Where will we find you in 

10 years? A lawyer working in 

international affairs in Chicago 

(somehow). Failing that, MMA 

fighter. Failing that, party 

magician. Failing that, Tom Cruise 

stunt-double. Failing that, midwife. 

Always gotta have a back-up plan.

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: Buy 

a good bed/mattress. You’ll be 

spending a third of your service in 

it, make it a place you’re happy to 

be.

Name: Alicia harvey 

Site: Sisle, Jinotega 

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

soy pura pinolera 

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: My feet, 

rainy campo life 

Most creative piropo: This 

drunk guy was sitting on a street 

corner looking like a hobo sitting in 

front of a venta clearing pidiendo 

reales, Molly Carroll and I were 

walking along our merry way, 

it was a beautiful day and I was 

rocking a pair of not very short rEI 

shorts. he then jutted his hand 

out and said in a slurred voice…

rrrrrrregallllme una…(long pause, 

big drunk smile) PIErNA!!!! Molly 

and I both burst out laughing. Best 

delivered piropo, way to take me by 

surprise drunk hobo! 

When were you at your 

most Nica? When, on the same 

day, I found myself sweeping the 

house 3 times in one day, ironing 

all my clothes including my 

underwear, washing my back pack 

and shining my shoes to go to town 

the following day. 

Favorite thing about your 

site: The giant lake (lago de 

Apanas) 

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? Cheese and chocolate 

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? Beans and 

hot off the komal tortillas 

What were you most proud 

of during your service? 

Getting my closest friend in site a 

25 year old female who had never 

been pregnant or married and who 

was living with her parents doing 

her brothers laundry and miserable 

to start studying nursing, and 
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watching her become  

What’s your legacy? We will 

see 

Best and/or worst memory: 

It is hard to pick just one for both 

of those and not make PINO crazy 

with how much I write.

Best and worst memory go 

together here, it was Christmas 

of 2012. Christmas alone in site 

is super hard for any volunteer 

I don’t think my story is unique, 

but it is mine. I was admittedly 

bracing myself for Christmas, I 

knew it was going to be hard not 

being with my family but I kind of 

wanted that challenge/experience, 

I thought it would be a simpler 

version of the Christmas I know 

and love. I was wrong. They pretty 

much don’t have ANY of the same 

Christmas cheer, however, I had 

been invited to make tamales with 

my favorite family in my site so 

there was hope. For me ( a child 

at heart) Christmas starts in the 

morning, so, I rose early on the 

morning of the 24th and went over 

to their house thinking, (correctly 

so) that this would take a super 

long time and we would need to 

start this process bright and early. 

When I arrived Cristian was in his 

work clothes, and Georgina was 

painting her nails, and the fire 

was out in the kitchen. It didn’t 

have a Christmasy feel, I missed 

my house and family, but I tried 

to push through it. I said, “Merry 

Christmas!” They said “Merry 

Christmas…pause…why are you 

here so early?” “I am here to start 

the Nacatamales!” Oh how wrong 

I was. Mom was at church with 4 

baptisms and 8 communions to 

witness dad had gone to  sell the 

coffee harvest so he could buy the 

ingredients. I watched Peter Pan 

with them (not even a Christmas 

movie. Got super hungry and made 

up an excuse to go home. I cried. 

I came back super deflated at 

4pm and asked if they were ready. 

Almost, they said we just have to go 

to the mountains to get the platano 

leaves, kill the duck, pluck it, clean 

it, and get the pig lard… I had low 

expectations, and I was tired from 

all the crying. The whole family 

came over to help assemble the 

nacatamales, by 9pm the lavandero 

was clean but there had still been 

no celebration. I wanted to go 

home and cry some more. They 

convinced me to spend the night, 

everyone I would soon love most 

in my site was there that night…

We all went to sleep at 10pm and 

woke up at 1 am. We opened the 

pot of Nacatamales wrapped like 

presents, and everyone said Merry 

Christmas sleepily and gave each 

other hugs. At 2am one of my 

young suitors respectfully walked 

me home under a starry sky, it was 

the strangest Christmas ever but I 

would never trade it for the world.

Embarrassing moment: I 

never do anything embarrassing…

(That was for you ryan h) 

Ever want to E.T.? SO many 

times, a good portion of those were 

when I was sick in site, if it had 

been easier to get to Managua from 

my site, I may well have done it. 

regrets: Every mistake I made 

taught me something, so no 

regrets! 

Would you do it all over 

again? Claro que si! 
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Where will we find you 

in 10 years? A saberrrrrrrr 

somewhere in this world.

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: Do 

everything you can dream up! 

TALK TO PEOPLE IN YOUr SITE. 

I know it is super awkward but 

one of those incredibly awkward 

conversations could lead to an 

epic friendship. hang out with 

your PCV friends they can be a 

huge support, inspiration, kick in 

the butt! That being said don’t let 

other PCV’s problems bring you 

down, you came here for yourself 

not for them! Take care of yourself 

but push your limits! Soak in every 

moment it flies by. Volunteers: 

Learn Spanish, bring cash with you 

(and hide it really well). Coming 

from an extremely Type-A person: 

Learn the art of being calm. Enjoy 

where you are while you are here, 

and try to stay in your sites as 

much as possible. It was the best 

feeling when my bosses came out 

and were always told that I was 

never ‘vaga’. Ladies? For the love of 

GOD, go get a vibrator.

Name: Julian ramirez-Lohner 

Site: Tisma 

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

repochetas 

Part of your body that will 

never be the same:Skin, its 

thicker than before.  

Most creative piropo:“Chupo 

y Mamo, (insert name)Mellamo” 

Favorite thing about your 

site: Mosquito Massacre Night 

Sessions at my room 

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service?Nesquik 

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua?  My epic host 

family 

What were you most proud 

of during your service? 

Not pooping in a cup till the 3day 

medical 

What’s your legacy?Not 

mine but that of SBD56 and 

the Legendary Group Status we 

achieved.  

Best and/or worst 

memory:russian Med School 

Student StripperWingwomanNew 

Years Eve 2011…. horrible Bike 

rides to my rural school, when the 

bike falls apart halfway there at 

noon.  

Embarrassing moment:none, 

‘Nica Awkwardness’ has made me 

feel no embarrassment. 

Craziest bus story:  Seeing 

Courtney “Sledge” Sedgwick in a 

random bus in the middle of kukra 

development area in the rAAS, 

where my bus had some technical 

issues. 

Ever want to E.T.?  Definitely  

regrets: Not riding in the 

barrera and killing more chanchos 

Would you do it all over 

again? Maybe later in life… but 

once was good.  

Where will we find you in 

10 years?  heli-Skiing with some 

SBD56ers in the Swiss Alps or 

simply in Puerto rico, you know 

the usual. 

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: It 

goes by pretty fast, so as my buddy 
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Sambo says “Just close your 

eyes and take it” if you feel pain, 

discomfort or depression, cause its 

very worth it to finish strong.

Name: Noelle London

Site: Altagracia, Isla de Ometepe, 

rivas

Favorite Nica food or drink: 

Fried cheese and beans.

Part of your body that will 

never be the same: Mi colita, 

or little tailbone. Thanks to the Ojo 

de Agua ropeswing and following 

shower fire two weeks later.

Most creative piropo: I still 

cannot decide whether it was a 

piropo, but someone nicknamed 

Lester the Molester once told me 

to keep my legs closed while salsa 

dancing.

When were you at your 

most Nica: It would be a tie 

between chinearing people on my 

bicycle or sitting in a plastic chair 

listening to bachata while my 

friend painted me in bright blue 

eyeshadow.. on a Wednesday night.

Favorite thing about your 

site: Everything is my favorite 

thing about site- did you hear that 

SB 56? But especially the views 

of the volcanoes from the bus 

window.

What did you miss most 

from home during your 

service? Food. Family. My dog 

Lima Bean. And control over 

transportation. 

What will you miss most 

from Nicaragua? When my 

living allowance ran out at the end 

of the month and I was too poor 

to buy groceries, I could show up 

to any house at any time and get a 

plate of Gallo Pinto. The generosity 

and community. With Nicas I love 

that your problem is their problem.

What were you most proud 

of during your service? The 

relationships I formed with those 

in my community. Watching some 

impressive ladies grow through 

a sewing and another jewelry 

cooperative.

What’s your legacy? To 

volunteers, I’m that PCV that fell 

into and got trapped in the bottom 

of a latrine at night. On the island, 

I’m the chela that had dance 

moves and really loved the women 

in the projects that I supported 

and students that I taught in the 

schools.

Best memory: Bonfires on 

the beach under the volcanoes in 

great company, Sunday outings 

with a host family, and those 

small successes with work when 

you finally see you are doing 

something.

Craziest bus story: One time 

on the way back from Managua in 

a bus full of business leaders from 

my community, one of them pulled 

out a full keyboard and proceeded 

to serenade me for hours with 

ranchero music. This could 

also double as one of the most 

embarrassing moments.

Ever want to E.T.? Nunca.

regrets: Nada. For the record, 

you cannot live in Nicaragua for 

two years without knowing what 

Latin love is all about.

Would you do it all over 
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again? Cannot imagine life 

without it. Service, most definitely. 

Training, nope.

Where will we find you in 

10 years? Probably back on 

the island with my life partner 

and dreamteam sitemate, Kelly 

O’hanlon. regardless, living the 

good life and fighting the good 

fight.

Parting words/ advice to 

remaining volunteers: Learn 

to laugh at life and yourself. It will 

teach you to enjoy every moment. 

remember it’s not about the end 

result but the learning process 

along the way.

Keep going for Entrance Interviews
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Name: Jennifer Sara reynoso

Where are you from? Los 

Angeles, California

Major: B.A. human 

Development

 What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps? Before Peace Corps 

I was a full time student at 

California State University of 

Long Beach. I spent my time 

volunteering at different places. 

For three years I volunteered 

for a program called Clinical 

Care Extender at St. Mary´s 

hospital shadowing nurses and 

doctors, and I was a part of the 

leadership team. Then the last 

six months before I came, I 

was helping a nutritionist give 

educational classes on healthy 

eating.  

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

My greatest challenge now 

is just getting the nurses and 

MINSA staff to notice me. I 

want to help with events going 

on for the week but no one ever 

tells me. I usually find out when 

the event is over.  

Funny anecdotes from 

training? It´s embarrassing 

but it always gets people 

laughing when I tell the story 

that I broke a sink on accident 

during practicum week. 

Secondly, standing on the side 

of the road when the bus broke 

down, singing the leche materna 

song.  

Biggest Spanish mistake? 

I accidently said a word and it 

meant something sexual. I think 

I was trying to translate the 

word extreme into Spanish but 

my attempt failed. 

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

I anticipate to make a small 

impact on people and hope that 

I won´t be forgotten and my 

work will be continued even 

after I leave in 2 years. 

 

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thought you would 

do? So far in the 3 months that 

I have been in Nicaragua I never 

thought I would be driving out 

to a puesto that is an hour away, 

then taking a panga boat for a 

few minutes, and then walking 

for 30mins with mosquito’s 

eating at you just to get to a 

community and give them a 

30minute workshop on what to 

do if the town floods during the 

raining season.

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? The country has 

a lot of trash everywhere and I 

wish people would just throw it 

away in the garbage because it is 

such a pretty country. 

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua? how all 

the people are shoved into a tiny 

microbus to get to a destination 

and sometimes you are in one 

Entrance Interviews



 Table of  Contents                       October 2013 - VaPue     58  Table of  Contents                     October 2013 - VaPue     59

of the most uncomfortable 

positions for an hour ride.

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan? I don´t know, I 

have a lot of rules. 

What do you miss most 

from home? I miss my family 

and being able to walk into 

Target and finding everything 

you need in ONE store. 

Favorite Nica food so far?  

Cacao and tajadas.

Name: Gabriela Arizola 

Where are you from? 

California 

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps? Working at an 

Advertising Agency

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

Making an impact at my 

schools/community

Funny anecdotes from 

training? They’re all inside 

jokes 

Biggest Spanish mistake? 

“Los Nicas se comen los heces” 

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

Personal growth and helping 

Nicas realize their potentials 

whether it be work or school 

related. 

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thought you would 

do? Being crammed on a bus 

with 150 people and no room to 

move

First impression of 

Nicaragua? It’s so much 

greener than I thought it would 

be 

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua? The 

kindness from the people 

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan? Sure

What do you miss most 

from home? My bed 

Favorite Nica food so far? 

Baho

Name: Samantha Stowers 

Where are you from? 

Albuquerque, New Mexico

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps? recently graduated 

from University of New Mexico, 

interning at Merrill Lynch, and 

serving in a restaurant. 

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

Finding a balance.

Funny anecdotes from 

training?

Fiestas with Mama Tere

Alex and Charlie (aka Chucky 

Bob) struggling to get avocados 

from a tree in my front yard.

Biggest Spanish mistake?Telling 

my host mom “Yocogí la silla”. 

Apparently, that can mean 

something else other than “I got 

the chair”.  

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

I want to see at least one student 

continue their business after 

high school.  

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thoughtyou would 

do?Experience an earthquake

First impressions of 
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Nicaragua?

hot and humid

Friendly people

Crazy bus system

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua?how warm 

and welcoming people are. 

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan?Why not? 

What do you miss most 

from home?. Green chile 

and dark beer! And of course, 

friends and family. 

Favorite Nica food so 

far?Masa casuela, platanos 

maduros, tajadas, cuajada,bao, 

buñuelos, guiso de ayote…. and 

thelistgoeson.

My name is Lucy hernandez 

and I am from Long Island, New 

York. 

right before leaving for 

the Peace Corps, I was 

working in NYC’s hardest hit 

communities by hurricane 

Sandy as a Benefits Enrollment 

Promoter.  My job was to 

make those who were most 

devastated by the superstorm 

aware of the benefits they were 

entitled to and facilitating their 

applications with a speedy-

system I carried with me in a 

good ol’ rolley-bag.  I traveled 

with an unlimited-rides-

Metrocard from borough to 

borough every single day. The 

long-term goal was to make 

life easier for these already 

devastated families by reaching 

out to them instead of them 

having to leave their homes and 

make long lines at the benefits 

center to apply for help, while 

they already had a laundry list 

of other stressors to take care of. 

I believe my greatest challenge 

in Nicaragua will be having to 

work within the frustratingly 

unequal gender system.  There 

are times I get so aggravated 

with the way women are 

objectified in different aspects 

that I want to snap, but catch 

myself, and remind myself to 

hold it together.  I am in the 

process of developing my own 

personal system of dealing with 

such moments and hope to 

make this unpleasant experience 

a learning one as well. 

A moment from training that 

makes me laugh now (but 

scared the living day lights outta 

me while it actually happened) 

was during my first week in 

Diriamba, during the evening 

when I was fast asleep within 

the realms of my mosquitero, 

when all of a sudden a blaring 

noise came bursting through 

my window.  I woke up fear-

strickened and confused all 

at once, and I’m pretty sure 

with adrenaline leaking out 

of my ears.  I slowly made 

out that the noise was the 

announcement through (loud) 

loud-speakers of a grandmother 

who had just passed away 

with very tragic music in the 

background.  I was even more 

confused (and not going to lie, 

a bit frightened); “Why were 

they waking people up at 3 
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AM with the announcement of 

a death?! Couldn’t they wait 

to this until the morning?!”  I 

now fully comprehend, and 

even appreciate, this tradition 

as it demonstrates how nobody 

passes away without being 

shown gratitude for being a 

member of that community, 

which I’m sure is also very 

consoling to the families who 

have just lost a loved one as 

well.  however, at the time, 

as a newbie to Nicaragua, and 

being awakened from some 

Chloroquine-induced dreams, it 

was very scary.

Something I hope to accomplish 

here is to create a new 

family (metaphorically, not 

biologically), especially with 

the youth.  If there’s one thing 

I’m able to leave behind for 

them after my two years of 

service, is that they know that 

the concept of “the sky is the 

limit” is entirely obtainable for 

them.  This is something that as 

Americans, we have the fortune 

of being drilled with since mere 

childhood and thus, take for 

granted many a time.  If this 

is something I can accomplish 

through the basic education 

of topics like the prevention of 

teenage pregnancy, STI’s, and 

hIV, then so be it.       

My very first impression 

of Nicaragua after leaving 

home, and just barely missing 

a Northeastern snowstorm 

was, “Damn, it’s hot up in 

Managua...I love it!”

I was surprised (and also 

gladdened) with the fact that 

Nica rum is cheaper than water!

If the time and person is right 

for me, I wouldn’t mind dating a 

Nicaraguan.

I miss the food from home - I 

didn’t think I would miss that 

cheesy, oily New York pizza this 

bad.

My favorite food in Nicaragua 

is located in every reposteria 

existent in this country.

Name: David Tekle

Where are you from?

Concord Massachusetts

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps?

I was graduating college, and 

then I was clearing trails in the 

woods of Massachusetts

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge?

Finding the sloths in jinotepe 

Funny anecdotes from 

training?

I got my 2 year old nephew to 

pee his pants from laughing on 

4 different occasions, at least 

somebody thinks I’m funny.

Biggest Spanish mistake?

Saying I was embarrassed by 

saying estoy embarazada. 

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service?

(Enter Generic response here) 

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 
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never thought you would 

do?  Shook the hand of Charles 

Barkley

First impressions of 

Nicaragua?  hot 

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua?

That the concept of an ice coffee 

fresco seems ridiculous to 

everyone I’ve suggested it to

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan?. 

I’d consider just about anything, 

will I date a Nicaraguan, 

probably not.

What do you miss most 

from home?. 

Cold

Favorite Nica food so far?

Gallo Pinto

Name: Allison Feuerstein

Where are you from? 

Madison, WI

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps? I was working 

in program development 

for Sarvodaya USA, an 

International NGO. The 

organization works in human 

and community development in 

Sri Lanka and Nepal. 

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

Finding time to work regularly 

in the schools and health posts 

of the various rural communities 

that I want to work in

Funny anecdotes from 

training? One morning during 

training I was woken up at 4am 

by a full ranchero band outside 

my bedroom door. It was my 

host mom’s birthday and my 

host siblings surprised her with 

an early morning wake up call. 

Biggest Spanish mistake? 

Nothing too embarrassing so 

far…

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

I hope to make a lot of friends 

in my community and work 

with the teachers and nurses 

to develop and implement 

interactive teaching strategies 

in their classes and charlas. Also 

I want to start a girl’s sports 

team, hopefully a soccer team. 

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thought you would 

do?  Jumped off of a waterfall

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? I really like it, 

the people are warm and lively, 

the food is delicious, and the 

general attitude is laid back

What surprised you 

most about Nicaragua? 

how integrated religion is in 

everything, I had heard this 

before I came, but experiencing 

it is another thing

Would you consider dating a 

Nicaraguan? Yes

What do you miss most from 

home? Cooking in a fully-

stocked kitchen, using the oven, 

and biking 

Favorite Nica food so far? 

Platano maduro, prepared in 

any fashion

Name: Isabel hirsch

Where are you 

from?Durham, Connecticut.
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What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps?I was working at a 

nonprofit clinic and youth 

center in Washington, DC, first 

as an hIV tester and then as a 

grant writer. 

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

Time management.

Funny anecdotes from 

training? We ordered a cake 

for a birthday, and I asked for 

a drawing of a carrot because it 

was a “carrot cake” (a gross cake 

with shredded carrot baked into 

it, we discovered), and the lady 

suggested putting a real carrot 

on it instead. The cake came 

with the largest raw carrot I’ve 

ever seen stuck onto the top. 

happy Birthday!

Biggest Spanish 

mistake?When Patrick Welsch 

(Chinandega, health 61) said 

his family lets him wash their 

traseros instead of their trastes 

in Spanish class. Also, when 

I was in college and begging 

a professor to let me into his 

Spanish class I referred to 

myself as a señor instead of a 

senior. 

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

I hope to do a film project with a 

youth group.

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thoughtyou would 

do?I gave an abstinence-only 

teen pregnancy charla in a 

Catholic high school. Never 

thought I’d see the day. 

First impressions of 

Nicaragua?It is gorgeous!

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua?Probably 

the little geckos running around 

everyone’s walls, eating all the 

bugs.

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan?Of course.It’s a 

whole country of people!

What do you miss most 

from home? Not sweating 

through my shirt by 9 am every 

day.

Favorite Nica food so 

far?Arrozaguado made by 

my host mom in training. Or 

anything made by my host mom 

in training.

Name:  Brittney Stone

Where are you from?  St. 

Louis, MO

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps? I worked for about 5 years 

in a nutrition education/outreach 

program.  Before that I spent a 

couple of years volunteering/

working/traveling abroad until 

my bank account told me I’d had 

enough.  

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge?  

At the moment, my greatest 

challenge is becoming more 

proficient in Spanish.

Funny anecdotes from 

training?  For some reason I had 

both keys to my bedroom on one 

keychain and I locked them in my 

room.  My host dad attempted to 

open the door with various keys, 

and then tried to pick the lock.  he 

ended up standing on a chair that 
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was on another chair, and then 

fished it out with some wire/hook 

contraption.  So there was one 

benefit of not having walls that 

reached the ceiling!

Biggest Spanish mistake? So 

many mistakes.

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

Build strong relationships 

with people in my community 

(and hopefully leave a lasting 

impression).

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thought you would 

do?  Condom demonstrations

First impressions of 

Nicaragua?  Great tasting fruit, 

not so great tasting cheese.

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua? All of the 

80’s and 90’s songs translated into 

Spanish.

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan? Sure?

What do you miss most 

from home? Family and friends 

is a given.  Also, I miss being 

able to communicate with people 

without constantly feeling like an 

idiot.   I also miss seatbelts.  

Favorite Nica food so far? 

It’s a toss-up between gallo pinto 

and tajadas maduras.  I didn’t 

think gallo pinto was anything 

special initially, but now I can’t get 

enough.

Name: Tracy Skluzacek

Where are you from? Cold 

Spring, Minnesota

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps?  Completing my 

undergrad by interning with 

Macmillan Publishers in Mexico 

City. 

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

Dealing with machismo in every 

aspect.

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

I hope to accomplish something 

good, as well as gain a new 

perspective on development.

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thought you would 

do? Drank Coca-Cola out of a 

plastic bag.

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? It’s kind of hot here. 

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua? The Nica 

fascination with Mexican ranchera 

music and complete honesty when 

talking about a person’s weight 

gain/loss.

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan? Leaning towards 

no.

What do you miss most 

from home? Frozen lakes and 

hockey skates.

Favorite Nica food so far? 

Boiled maduros and repochetas.

Name: Amanda Doenges

Where are you from?Born in 

Talequah, Oklahoma.raised in Fort 

Worth, TX.  Before coming here, 

lived for a few years in Austin.

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps?  After I graduatied, I 

worked mainly in a women’s 
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clinic in Austin.  I was also serving 

as a community education and 

prevention volunteer for an 

organization that worked with 

domestic violence.  After leaving 

the clinic, I went to Buenos 

Aires for about a month to visit 

a friend.  When I got back, I 

found an internship with The 

Texas Observer, doing readership 

outreach and a job with Sylvan 

Learning Center working with third 

graders in Spanish and English 

reading comprehension.

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

I can already tell that my greatest 

challenges are going to be being so 

far away from home and getting 

integrated in my community.  The 

rivense community is pretty big.  

Though 50,000 doesn’t seem like a 

lot, I can almost certainly say I’ve 

never met that many people in my 

25 years on Earth.   

Funny anecdotes from 

training?

As you know, there are many 

days where our communities are 

without water as well as electricity.  

A few weeks into training, we 

experienced our first day as such.  

It didn’t occur to me that this 

would mean I would have to find 

a new way to flush the toilet.  The 

woman who works for my host 

family in training said she would 

help me but when I looked for 

her, she was nowhere to be found.  

My whole family, at this point, 

is sitting down, to breakfast.  I 

haven’t the slightest idea what the 

word for toilet is.  So I am literally 

acting out sitting on the pot as my 

family looks at me in confusion as 

to what the hell I am asking for.  I 

know now, the word is inodoro.  

It just so happened that day in 

Spanish class we received a tutorial 

on how to flush without water.

Biggest Spanish mistake? 

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

This is the million dollar question, 

isn’t it?  right now, I’d like to feel 

like I am a part of the community 

that I am living in.  That people 

would look at me as a community 

member rather than a chelita 

tourist.  Once I find a good place 

to run, I’d like to prepare myself 

for the various races around the 

country.

In terms of work I’d like to do, 

I’m very interested in working 

with gender.  Putting on a 

girl’s camp, with an emphasis 

on empowerment, would be 

something that I would love to do 

as well as working with boys and 

masculinity.  Additionally, I’m 

interested to find out more about 

the education here.  I had my first 

experience with a tercerciclo class 

this afternoon, where all of the kids 

are 14 – 20 and in 5th grade.  I 

was taken aback by my experience.   

I would love to work in some 

capacity progressing education in 

youth specifically, whether that 

be a book drive, creating a better 

library, or just getting to know 

these kids and investing in them.  

In this same capacity, I would like 

to create or work with students that 

are interested in writing, creating 

some sort of publication.  I think 

having a youth group that was 

geared towards the arts would be 

really great.
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Name: rosa Solano

Where are you from?Phoenix, 

Arizona

What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps? I worked for a hospital 

system in Arizona for 25 years.

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

The noise in the schools. 

Funny anecdotes from 

training?

1) I was trying to convince my host 

sister that sitting on the huge rock 

on the beach was safe. Next thing I 

knew I was lying on the ground due 

to a wave knocking me off the rock.

2) What is April 1st without an 

April Fool’s Day joke?!

Biggest Spanish mistake? 

Too many to count 

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

I hope to be able to inspire others 

to want to succeed more than I 

want it for them. 

What is something you 

have done in Nicaragua 

that you never thoughtyou 

would do?ride a mototaxi with 

4 other Peace Corps Trainees. First, 

I didn’t know they existed and 

second, I didn’t think they could 

carry 5+ people at once.

First impressions of 

Nicaragua?Paradise due to all of 

the beautiful fruit-bearing trees. 

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua?The amount 

of fruit lying on the ground going 

to waste.

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan?  No, I am in 

a committed relationship in the 

states. 

What do you miss most 

from home?   Tommy and being 

able to drive a car 

Favorite Nica food so 

far?Maduros en gloria, tajadas 

con queso and yucca buñuelos

Name:Kevin Cracknell

Where are you from? San 

Francisco, CA

 What were you doing 

before you joined Peace 

Corps? Working at an energy 

consulting firm in Madrid

What do you anticipate to 

be your greatest challenge? 

Finding businesses that want my 

help and being able to offer useful 

suggestions

 Funny anecdotes from 

training? My language group 

was trying to explain that 

Nicaraguans do not pronounce the 

letter “S” at the end of words.  To 

explain this someone said, “Los 

Nicas se comen los S’s”, which 

was understood as, “Los Nicas se 

comen los heses”.

Biggest Spanish mistake? 

I make plenty of mistakes but 

nothing of note comes to mind. 

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

Change the mindset of young 

people who believe that they don’t 

have anything to look forward to 

after high school

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thought you would 

do? 

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? It was not as green 

as I imagined it would be in the dry 
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season

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua? how 

connected everyone is with cell 

phones

Would you consider dating a 

Nicaraguan? Sure

What do you miss most from 

home? California red Wines

Favorite Nica food so far? 

Empanadas

Name: Monica Paulson

Where are you from? 

Wisconsin

What were you doing before 

Peace Corps?  Making lattes and 

planting gardens

What do you anticipate to be 

your greatest challenge? Not 

having anything to do for the first 

couple of months and finding new 

hobbies to occupy my time

Funny anecdotes from 

training? Amanda, Kelsey, David 

and I cheering when Ashley came 

running to us with a bag of dildos; 

Amandasinging about condones 

calcetineson the way back from 

our HIV/AIDS charla with the 

bomberos; singing la la lecheon 

the side of the highway when our 

bus ran out of gas, and  Jennifer 

ripping the sink off of the wall in 

Nueva Guniea.

Biggest Spanish mistake? 

Telling Danny he looked ¨rico¨ in 

his suit at Swearing In.  

What do you hope to 

accomplish in your service? 

Support community-led, 

sustainable projects in the small 

communities.  

What is something you have 

done in Nicaragua that you 

never thought you would do? 

Learned how to make cheese (I´m 

from Wisconsin, I thought I would 

have learned it there first!)

First impressions of 

Nicaragua? So many mangos 

So many carbs  

What surprised you most 

about Nicaragua? how much it 

rains! I didn´t realize my preferred 

footwear would be rain boots! 

Would you consider dating 

a Nicaraguan? My counterpart 

is convinced I am going to marry 

someone with a finca. I am 

convinced otherwise. Long story 

short, not really. 

What do you miss most from 

home? My puppy, my family and 

summer at the lake 

Favorite Nica food so far? 

repochetas
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Fin.
You should write 
something for the 

next issue.
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